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Andrea (00:00:00): 
Thank you so much for coming out early on a Saturday morning. Several months ago, 
a team of us led by myself and Matt Haring and Abe Meysenburg started the hard 
work of revising and developing policy regarding abuse in our church. It has already 
been quite a journey and we're just at the beginning of it. We quickly realized that it 
was a very large task, a very challenging task. And while educating ourselves, came 
to the conclusion that we would like to consult with someone who is specifically 
trained in that. So we have contracted, entered into a contract with GRACE, which is 
Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian Environment. And so this is part of that 
certification process that we're going through with them. This is David Pitman. 

Andrea (00:01:01): 
He is our specialist that is working with us from GRACE. He's going to tell you more 
about himself and what we're doing today, but just wanted to introduce you to him. A 
couple of things before we get started, just want to make sure you know. We are so 
thankful that you are here. If you're here, we see you as a frontline leader in our 
church. What we're going to be talking about is a cultural shift in our church that we 
need buy-in from every single person. And we are so thankful for how you serve 
Summit Crossing, and we see you as leaders in that, to lead out in that. So we are so 
thankful that you're here to begin learning and coming alongside us in this journey. 
Part of what we're going to ask you to do is read four many books, and that's four 
books, that sounds like a lot. It's really about a hundred pages. They're very small. It's 
very quick read. You can read it in a couple of hours max. Very informative, very, very 
helpful. 

Andrea (00:01:57): 
Those are going to be available to you as you leave today, as you exit. So make that 
you grab one of those as you go out, our students are putting those together for us 
so that they'll be bundled and ready to go. You'll notice in the front of it, it will say 
property of summit crossing. The reason for that is that we want you to turn those 
back into us because we want to recycle and reuse those as we train our student 
volunteers, our children volunteers, we want to be able to use that material and reuse 
that over and over again. So when you take those with you, if you would please return 
those to the resource center right out here in the lobby, no later than Sunday, March 
the eighth, we would really appreciate that, we'll have a collection area. So you can 
take one per household, share those if you don't mind. And then again, turn those 
back in by Sunday, March the eighth, we would appreciate that. 

Andrea (00:02:50): 
Finally, just one last word to you guys before we get started. One of the things that 
we have learned along the way already is that the statistics for survivors of abuse are 
staggering. And so we feel confident that even in just this number of people, that is 
probably a part of some of your stories, and some of the things that you might be 
hearing today might be a little bit challenging to you. So we want to make sure that 
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we love you and care for you well, that's our goal in all of this, is to love and care for 
our people very well. And so even this morning, if you are having a hard time, or you 
need to talk to somebody, or stop and pray with somebody, Theresa and Abe are in 
the back and they are available to you, we won't draw a lot of attention to you or 
anything like that. But if you just want to exit, grab one of them, they are more than 
happy to stop and talk and pray with you this morning. So before we jump in, let's 
pray and we'll get moving. 

Andrea (00:03:52): 
God come and be with us this morning. We need your help. We need your guidance. 
We need your comforting spirit, come and be with us, Lord. Teach us, help us to seek 
you in and all of these things, Lord. I pray that you would grow our church in this 
area, that we would be obedient to the calling to protect the most vulnerable among 
us. I pray that you would teach us where the bright lines are that should not be 
crossed so that we all can collectively know where those are and keep people from 
going over them to protect our children, our students, our adults. Grow us in this, 
help us in this, teach our hearts today in Jesus name. Amen. 

David (00:04:41): 
All right. As we start to meander in here, we're going to start off this next part of our 
roadmap talking about the mission of the church within our system here. Everybody 
get coffee and bathroom breaks. Everybody good? Ready to go? All right. It is 
certainly a reasonable question to ask. How could the mission of the church hinder 
child protection? So thinking about that, think back to Larry Nasser and USA 
Gymnastics, what was their mission? Gold medals. And in their system, it was all 
about getting those medals. And the leadership within the organization believed that 
if the abuse was made known, it would hurt their mission, their reputation, and 
therefore their chance at those gold medals. So what's our mission in the church? 
And beyond asking that question, ask ourselves this, is it possible to pursue God's 
mission in a manner that dishonors God? Sure it is. When we disregard his ways, we 
can't ever put walking in the light with Jesus in competition with the mission. As I've 
said, occasionally you're going to hear me say here's a key point. Well, here's a key 
point. 

David (00:06:09): 
The goals of the church should not be the goals if they interfere with the heart of 
God. Think of it this way. The day that our focus is about a minister, a new building, or 
anything that's above someone that's broken and hurting, because the day that 
occurs is the day that we're no longer seeking God's heart. At that point, we're 
focused on what makes us proud. So to prevent that from happening, we have to 
build a culture that connects the mission and the values, excuse me, the mission and 
the values of the church to protecting the vulnerable. We read it over and over. God is 
light and in him is no darkness at all. At one time we walked in the darkness, but now 
we are light in the Lord and we must walk as children of light. To do that, to walk in 
the light, it's not enough to not take part in the works of darkness. We're actually 
called to expose them. 
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David (00:07:15): 
We can't be passive. He calls us to be proactive. And we can't treat abuse, oh, I put 
my phone on... Imagine that I'm using my phone here. We can't treat our, this abuse 
training and child protection policy like it's the latest privacy statement from our 
phone carrier or the bank. Yeah, yeah. Blah, blah, blah. I agree, abuse is bad. It's got 
to be and mean more than that. And for the men in the room, or if you are in a 
tradition where leadership is all male, or is male dominated, this is critical, because in 
this type of structure, men especially need to speak up and take action. Let me say 
that again, speak up and take action. I remember when I was growing up at 
Rehoboth, I would hear adults say, man, I wish I knew what the early Christians or the 
early church was thinking and saying, and I've got good news for you if you're like 
that too. The Didache is an early Christian document. It's actually one of the first 
documents that we have right after the New Testament. 

David (00:08:23): 
And notice that it mentions the violation of children by name. They actually call it 
what it is. So this fellow, Kyle Harper, he wrote a book about the transformation of the 
Roman world as it converted to Christianity. "Within a few decades, the early 
Christians had contrived a new word to convey their unqualified disapprobation of 
the practices that had subsisted across centuries. A compound word, paidophthoria, 
the violation of children appears scattered throughout the earliest layers of Christian 
literature." So obviously he's a scholar and he uses big words. But what he's saying is 
that even the earliest version of the church had an outspoken disapproval of the 
violation of children so much so that they believed it was important enough to put a 
name on it, because prior to that pederasty was the word that had been used to 
define sex between an adult male and a male child. But that word meant to have love 
for. And the early church knew that that was not love, that was a violation against a 
child. 

David (00:09:34): 
So what they did was they replaced it with the other one, paidophthoria, they were 
calling a crime, a crime. And that's why I wanted to give you guys this little history 
lesson, bring it to your attention, because what we are going through right now in 
2020 is not new. The very earliest church struggled with child sexual abuse. And 
because the powerful people of their time, even they were trying to cover it up by 
putting a nice name on it, the church knew it was going to be their responsibility to 
call a sin, sin, a crime, a crime. There really is nothing new under the sun. 

David (00:10:16): 
Jesus always showed, oh, I didn't. There we go. And Jesus always showed what 
children meant to him. As people began bringing the children to him, the disciples, 
remember this story, the disciples started scolding the parents and were trying to 
stop them. And what did Jesus say? At a time in history when children were not 
valued as much as a goat, he said this, the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 
To honor him, to be true to his calling, we must define our mission as a church in a 
way that recognizes our call to protect the vulnerable. As you're reading this next 
one, if you've ever heard someone say it, do you hear what they're really saying? 
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They're making the focus be on the institution instead of those that have been hurt. 
And that's the problem. A self-serving mentality, my ministry versus a serving others 
mentality, our ministry. Give you an example. When I came forward about the sexual 
abuse that I endured, I first went to the Georgia Baptist mission board, back then it 
was just called the Georgia Baptist convention. And in no uncertain terms, I was told 
to be quiet and go away. So I went to the only place that I thought might do some 
good. I went straight to the parents of the church where Wiley was serving at the 
time, Trinity Baptist in Ashburn, Georgia, because I was going to warn them. And do 
you want to know what the pastor of Trinity Baptist said to me? He called me one 
evening and he said, you are evil. You're wrong. If it even happened, what happened 
was so long ago that you just need to get over it. 

David (00:12:19): 
He said, I had no right to destroy his church. I had no right to split his church. That's 
why the protection of the vulnerable must be priority one. Our focus must be as 
Jesus is. And that leads us into the next part of our roadmap. I've given you guys 
some of the history lessons about Lemuel and Josiah and the leaders of Jeremiah's 
day and their leadership, their power, their voice, it set the course for their whole 
system. And we show these examples because abuse is about power. So thinking 
about power within our system is critical. How do our leaders wield this power? If it's 
an authoritarian type control, then unfortunately it's set up for abuse. 

David (00:13:13): 
Do they act as if I, or we are the voice of God, you cannot question us? Or is it servant 
led? Does it listen? Does it protect? Because we need the leaders to use their power 
to empower adults and children so that they're able to speak up. Watching a training 
video is a good thing. It can be useful when it's part of something larger, having 
GRACE speak at your church even better, but your voice folks, your voice that is what 
matters above everything else. We must build a culture where the powerful are held 
accountable, period. At the last church where I taught the, actually second last, the 
pastor said something that I wish all would follow his example. We were in the 
process of talking about reporting and what those steps were. And he said this, if 
anyone were ever to accuse me, then I would fully expect a thorough investigation by 
law enforcement. Folks, that's leadership by example, that's what we're talking about 
here. A system where everybody is accountable. 

David (00:14:27): 
And in any organization, leaders are the ones that are going to have the most 
powerful. And unless they're willing to leverage their power to protect the vulnerable, 
then there's no possibility of a safer environment for kids. I'm going to read a little bit 
from Ezekiel 34 and I want you to listen, just listen carefully for who has the power 
and how are they using it? "The word of the Lord came to me, son of man, prophesy 
against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to them, this is what the Southern 
Lord says. Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves. Should 
not shepherds take care of the flock? You eat the curds, cloth yourselves with the 
wool and slaughter the choice animals. But you do not take care of the flock. You 
have not strengthened the weak or healed sick and bound up the injured. You have 
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not brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and 
brutally. So they were scattered because there was no shepherd. And when they were 
scattered, they became food for the wild animals. 

David (00:15:41): 
My sheep wandered all over the mountains and every high hill, they were scattered 
over the whole earth and no one searched or looked for them. Therefore, you 
shepherds hear the word of the Lord, as surely as I live declares the sovereign Lord, 
because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and has become food 
for the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search, but cared only for 
themselves, therefore hear the word of the Lord. I am against the shepherds and I will 
hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from tending so that the 
shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their mouths 
and it will no longer be food for them. I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie 
down declares the sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost, bring back the strays. I 
will bind up the injured, strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will 
destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice." 

David (00:16:41): 
So who had that power and how'd they use it? It's pretty clear. He was talking about 
the prophets and the priest and the political leaders of that time. They were ignoring 
the vulnerable to the point where they were being preyed upon with, even by some 
of the leaders. And the good news is that God promises to remove those leaders and 
he will come and shepherd the flock. And that's fulfilled in Jesus, in our good 
shepherd, and that the shepherd sheep language is all over the gospels, and its 
prophetic background is right there in Ezekiel 34 and Jeremiah 23. When Jesus told 
us that he came to seek and save the lost to bind up our wounds, this is where that 
came from. He was referring to that abuse of power. How does Jesus use his power? 
He laid down his life for us. He laid down his life for his sheep. And we are the 
shepherds, we're the leaders, we're responsible for the sheep. And we have to 
recognize that protecting the vulnerable is a key aspect to God's kingdom work. 

David (00:17:49): 
Jesus is our ideal king, he intervenes in situations of oppression because the 
vulnerable are precious to him. Whoop, I was one behind. Sorry about that. Look 
what it says, from oppression and violence he redeems their life. A pastor does not 
have to be a child abuser to do tremendous damage. Predators will recognize 
systems where leadership prioritizes the system over the vulnerable. The most recent 
research that we have is that the more power someone, or an organization has, the 
less empathy and concern they have for others. And that's the opposite of Jesus. His 
power exists to serve, it exists to protect. And he told us that all authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. So all power is his. And how did he show it? 
While worldly power is wielding this authoritarian, Jesus' power is by serving. And in 
order to serve, we need to listen and understand. First Corinthians, we hear about 
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Jesus talking about the entire body, the body is made up of all the parts, the eye 
can't say, I don't need the hand. And as matter of fact, the parts of the body that 
seem weaker are actually indispensable. If one member suffers, they all suffer 
together. What about the kids in the church? Do we teach them only to obey, obey 
your teachers, your parents, their leaders, all adults under all circumstances, no 
matter what. I'm not talking about the back talking, that's what we used to call it 
when I was a kid. But I mean actually giving the children a voice, enabling them to 
speak up and speak out if someone in authority is telling them to do something 
wrong, or causing them harm, because if we aren't doing that, then we're setting our 
kids up for abuse. And I know this can be an uncomfortable conversation, didn't 
Jesus ask to lead an uncomfortable life? 

David (00:20:12): 
We need to shift our mentality. Who needs the most accountability? Those in 
positions of great vulnerability, or those in positions of great power? We just quoted 
the verse from Matthew 28 about Jesus holding the ultimate authority. Abusers on 
the other hand, they prefer a system that is total authoritarian because it allows them 
to thrive. What about male authority, parental authority, husband's authority? 
Without an emphasis on what godly authority looks like, can you see how any of 
those can easily turn into an abuse of power? And keep this in mind. This is one of 
those key points. The abuse of power is mentioned often and all throughout the 
Bible. Obey, only mentioned briefly. Just some food for thought. Seems like 
proportion matters when God speaks to us too, for emphasis. As my granddad used 
to say, son, you got two ears and one mouth, use them proportionately. That's a little 
enterprise Alabama theology for you. 

David (00:21:29): 
Are others in the church, especially those that are different than the leaders, are they 
allowed to have a voice? Are they allowed to express concerns, express anger? How 
are we inviting, or even seeking out to understand what others need? Paul tells us in 
Philippians, in humility, count others more significant than ourselves. Let each of you 
look not to your own interest, but also to the interest of others. No we're going to 
switch to here. Women are constantly objectified. So the issue is, are we as men, for 
our purposes here today, the of male leaders, are we aware of it? And if not, why not? 
We have to think carefully about all the people that are in our care and be proactively 
pushing back against all forms of abuse. About the kids in the church. Do we seek out 
opportunities to hear their perspective? How are you going to advocate for them if 
you're not? For churches that have an all male leadership, are other voices 
represented in the room when you're making decisions for the church, especially on 
issues like abuse, where so often women and children are the victims? 

David (00:22:47): 
I just ask that we keep these things in mind when we're listening to others, that we're 
not just nodding in agreement, but really listen and hear what their concerns are. And 
that way we help the entire church body. Pastors and church leaders must speak out, 
because when we do that, we'll break the cycle of silence and shame surrounding 
abuse. And when we do this, it does these three things. It emboldens victims to come 
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forward. It encourages survivors to seek healing, and it creates a culture where it's 
unsafe for an abuser, because we can't outsource this. I'm here to bring you good 
information. Y'all partnered with GRACE to help Summit Crossing moving forward. 
But come Monday, I'm going to get on a plane and leave. And after the training in 
May, I'll get on a plane and leave then too. And even though you're going to always 
have me personally, as long as good Lord keeps me, and GRACE, this has got to be 
Summit's child safeguarding policy, not Grace's, not Dave's, Summit's. 

David (00:23:59): 
And for that reason, it's then important that we understand the difference between 
these two things, because child protection isn't about insurance policies and liability 
concerns. I was talking a little bit with your pastors about this yesterday. And I loved 
hearing their words because it revealed their hearts on this. Y'all have got some great 
folks here. I just got to tell you. But the difference between risk management and 
child protection is prioritizing the vulnerable, because insurance companies and 
church attorneys, they're focused on the church as a corporation, Jesus' focus is on 
the child, those that have been harmed. I am constantly haunted by this question. 

David (00:24:50): 
How many kids could have been saved if the Georgia Baptist, or the Southern Baptist 
leadership had listened to me in 2006? Or if they had listened to a lady named Krista 
Brown a decade before that, or the multitude of people all across the country who 
were telling them these are credibly accused offenders, please protect our kids? If 
they had just listened to the victims and survivors rather than insurance companies 
and lawyers, which is, again, why I am praising you guys at Summit, your pastors, the 
rest of your leadership for being accountable, for being true leaders, and for following 
the words and deeds of Christ. Protecting the vulnerable, serving victims, no matter 
the cost, because that cost is often met with one of the biggest challenges that we're 
going to face, not just at this church, but every church. Denial is a strong and mighty 
beast. I have heard it from people all across the country, that wouldn't happen here. I 
don't believe he would do that. She would never do that. Those beliefs are what 
create the perfect environments for predators. So why is that? 

David (00:26:11): 
Well, part of it is church politics, and I don't mean that red state, blue state stuff, I'm 
talking about the church stuff. What I haven't told you is all of the steps that I went 
through when I came forward, all of the levels of the church and all of the brick walls 
that I ran into, it wasn't until 2006 that I finally had the strength to go forward. And 
that year that I found out that Frankie Wiley was still a youth minister and he was 
serving at a church in Stockbridge, Georgia. The pastor at the time was Dr. Jerry 
Light and the chairman of deacons was Jim Brown. And I bring up their names for a 
reason. 
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David (00:26:48): 
Thankfully Brown had the courage of his convictions, because when I told them what 
Wiley had done to me, deacon Brown went through Frankie's church computer, and 
he found images of a boy that he recognized in one of them, because with the 
exception of one picture, all of them were just from the neck down. But in the one 
picture where he had, he recognized him as one of the kids from a church where 
Wiley had previously served. So when they confronted him, Frankie, and they brought 
up my name, do you know what he said to him? Oh yeah. I knew David, he was a 
really screwed up kid. 

David (00:27:27): 
Now, anyone that knew me at that time period of my life, no one would've called me 
that, or would've thought of me in that way. But nonetheless, they went forward with 
a thorough questioning and ultimately Frankie admitted to a point, he admitted to 
sexually abusing me. But he said, I was the only person that it happened to, and it 
had only happened one time. Well, we now know that, that's a lie. He has since 
admitted to several others. But at that time they asked him to leave, not to come 
back. They weren't going to give him a transfer letter, the whole nine yards. They 
gave all of this information to law enforcement. But unfortunately law enforcement 
couldn't press charges because the boy in the picture would not. 

David (00:28:11): 
Have any of you read the articles from the Houston Chronicle of the sexual abuse at 
Southern Baptist, all right, just a couple. All right. In the years, since I've come 
forward, I've kept track when Wiley would move from church to church, and he even 
substitute taught in the school system down in Ashburn, Georgia. Every move he 
made, every job he held, put him in a position of authority over children, specifically 
little boys. And each time I would contact his supervisor or the pastor, and I would tell 
them, please call Dr. Light and deacon Brown, they will let you know that Frankie 
Wiley is an admitted child molester. And in each and every case, he was allowed to 
resign. That is up until this last church, Trinity. By then he was serving as the associate 
minister, and I cannot make this up. He was about to leave unattended by any other 
adults on a mission trip with a group of boys to Montana. 

David (00:29:11): 
And I told you what happened when I informed the pastor. It turns out he's actually a 
high school buddy of Frankie's. And it was only after I sent out as many emails as I 
could to as many parents as I could find online, was something actually done. When 
over half the congregation realized that they had an admitted child molester about to 
take their boys on a trip. Let's just say they were rightfully and righteously outraged, 
and they didn't let it happen. They called for Frankie's dismissal. They wanted an 
investigation, but the pastor wouldn't let it happen. He only removed him as a paid 
staff member. He kept him on as their praise and worship leader. 
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David (00:29:53): 
So from there more denial, wait, it gets better or worse. So from there, I went straight 
to the Southern Baptist and Georgia Baptist. I figured, okay, here's two of their own 
who know the truth, a pastor and a chairman of deacons. Certainly they'll do 
something about it. So I called the person at the time who was in charge of hearing 
allegations, or reports, a fellow named Mr. Kenneth Keen at the Georgia Baptist 
offices. And he told me this, and I want to read this directly because I don't want to 
misquote him. " We're sorry, David, but each church acts separately and has 
individual autonomy. There is nothing we can do, but we would like to pray for you." 

David (00:30:42): 
After a couple of conversations, I tried to tell him that Frankie had moved churches 
again, but he stopped taking my calls and he blocked my emails. And the pastor that 
I thought was helping me to warn the other churches, around that same time he got a 
promotion to First Baptist Selma. And when I asked him to SIM do what he had done 
three or four times before, talk to Mr. Keen at the Georgia Baptist, he emailed me this. 
And again, I'm going to read this, it's important that you hear it exactly in his own 
words. This is from January 31st, 2013, "David, I appreciate your emails. I have not 
answered you because I'm somewhat burned out about Frankie Wiley. I'm not mad at 
you at all, I've had to dance around this situation about Frankie, for fear that he might 
sue me. And I just need to be away from this." 

David (00:31:35): 
Listen to this next line. "All this time, and I still hear people who are considering him 
for employment. I just want to be free of Frankie for a while. I don't want my name to 
be connected to him in any way. I hope you're doing well. Come see us if you travel 
through Selma, God bless you, Dr. Jerry Light pastor, First Baptist church, Selma 
Alabama." And to this day, folks, Frankie Wiley is still... 

David (00:32:00): 
And to this day, folks, Frankie Wiley is still listed on the Trinity website as their 
worship leader, even though he is not there anymore. This is merely a rhetorical 
question, but does any of this appear remorseful or repentant? Or does this look like 
a predator, a church and group of people in denial? Right? The good news is that half 
of the congregation, I mentioned, they did keep their kids from being from going on 
that trip. Well, actually they went, the mission trip took place, kids had their parents 
with them, but half of church did leave. Do you hear some of the things that we've 
been talking about at play in this? Is Wiley still on staff? Not anymore. Did the church 
remove him willingly? No. Is Wiley now at another church where they probably have 
no idea about him? Yes. And that should make us all shutter because folks that's just 
one case, just one. 

David (00:33:08): 
Denial is a strong and mighty beast, indeed, so we need to build a culture that 
confronts denial about abuse. Not just in our churches, in our homes, in our 
communities. This flock must know that this can happen here because it happens 
everywhere. Denial fuels abuse. I was a pastor speaking to a pastor friend of mine and 
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the pastor said... Can I say that word one more time time? He said, "I've been a pastor 
for 20 years and I've never come across a situation of abuse in all those years." And 
just a few months ago, I met a Nazarene pastor who told me this, "There is no sexual 
abuse in the Nazarene church, we don't allow it." 

David (00:34:06): 
This is a current pastor, folks, who genuinely believes that no one in the Nazarene 
church anywhere has ever been sexually abused. I wish I could say he was the only 
person who thought like that. Denial. So how do we combat denial? We do so by 
being armed with the truth. So let's talk about some common myths. Abuse is rare. 
I'm going to share some statistics with you in a moment but for this moment know 
that approximately 20% of our kids will be sexually abused by the time they reach 
their 18th birthday, as things currently stand. Sexual abuse is anything but rare. 
Stranger danger. How may remember that being taught stranger danger as a kid, 
right? I was taught that. It turns out stranger danger is virtually a statistical myth. 
Remember what I said earlier? Between 92-95% someone they know, someone they 
trust someone they love. 

David (00:35:11): 
False accusations, and this statistic has just been updated last year, year and a half, 
that only between one and two and a half percent of allegations made end up being 
false. That's it, 1-2.5%. So if a child or an adult survivor musters the courage to say 
something, please believe them, please. Do you want to know when a child will lie? To 
protect the offender. And why? What did we just say? It's someone they know, it's 
someone they trust, it's someone they love. Sexual abuse victims victimize others. 
This is solely a false narrative with the sole purpose of keeping victims silent, because 
the vast majority of people who have been sexually abused never hurt anyone in any 
way, much less sexually abuse them. So please don't believe this or further its goal of 
silencing victims. 

David (00:36:18): 
Victims just want attention and money, this one really gets my gored. People who 
believe this don't have an understanding of what it takes for a victim just to be able 
to say out loud, "Someone raped me when I was a child. Someone molested me when 
I was too little to defend myself." And it's actually disgusting to me that there are 
people who fervently insist the only reason victims of sexual abuse come forward is 
to cash in on some sort of payday, rather than see it for what it really is. By the time 
that occurs, that's the last ditch effort to expose a predator and get the truth out 
there. One day I was helping a group identify a sexual predator that had been given 
protection in the Catholic diocese down in Miami, not far from where I live and I had a 
reporter, he sticks the mic and the camera in my face and he says, "Are you trying to 
destroy the Catholic church? Are you trying to bankrupt the church?" 

David (00:37:24): 
I told him what I tell everybody, I don't have any desire to destroy the church, to the 
contrary, we want the church to be the beacon of safety and hope that Christ has 
called it to be. And hopefully my presence here today, my heart and my actions, I 
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hope that I'm showing that. That not only for the church, but this church, to be that 
place of safety and of healing. And here's another one of those key points, if we think 
responding to sexual abuse is a distraction from the mission of the church, then we 
don't really understand what the mission of the church is. Forgive and move on, we're 
going to talk about this in real detail later, okay? But so just for now know that forcing 
a victim can, and most usually will, have more adverse effects on them. And be aware 
of anyone that tells you, "God requires a victim to reconcile with their abuser." What 
they're typically trying to do is manipulate and silence them. Like I said, we'll talk 
more about that later. 

David (00:38:33): 
So to be armed with the truth, I'm going to give you just a few more statistics. Please 
hear me, I'm not trying to fill up time, these are important. All right? Each year there 
are more than a million confirmed cases and each year more than 2000 kids die from 
that. Here in the United States, one out of four girls and one out of six boys will be 
sexually abused by their 18th birthday. And each year, a quarter of our kids are 
physically abused. 93% of child sex offenders are religious. I'm not talking about 
people that call themselves religious, those 93% are people that you and I would look 
at and say, "Wow, man, that person is really devoted to God. Look at all the things 
they do." And that's just part of the story. Offenders that maintain significant 
involvement with religious institutions have more convictions, more victims and 
younger victims. 

David (00:39:35): 
So what makes us so vulnerable? We touched on this a little bit. There's a lot of 
reasons why, and we'll go into more detail on this at the church wide training, but I 
wanted to just kind of give you an outline. Part of it is our orthodoxy, part of it is the 
way we are as a religious institution, we're almost set up for abuse. Because we have, 
and as southerners too, built in respect for authority, right? Yes, sir, yes ma'am. No sir, 
no... That's how I was brought up. But that authority is used by predators to maintain 
control and secrecy. And we often don't distinguish between sin and those being 
sinned against, we typically don't do what y'all are on. We don't usually talk about it 
or give any education and we emphasize no gossiping and to think the best, which is 
great, don't get me wrong on this point, but that ends up translating into being used 
by predators. We can't say so and so seems hinky around kids, because that would be 
gossip, hog wash. We're going to learn when and how to speak up. 

David (00:40:45): 
Forgiveness and grace are emphasized to the point where accountability and 
consequence are eliminated. And sometimes we think about sin as being the world, 
"That's them out there, that's not us." So how do we properly educate in the church? 
It's not rocket science, we come to church, right, to hear our pastors, to learn, to 
apply that to our lives. Same thing with what we're doing today. Apply the Bible, see 
how much the in our scripture, teach how Jesus addresses these issues, educate 
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about all forms and as leaders we have to vocalize it. Call abuse what it is. Long time 
ago, I heard someone say this and I thought that's gospel truth. Sunlight is the best 
antiseptic because abuse thrives in darkness and it's up to us to expose it. And when 
we have the truth, we're better able to educate our church and the safest faith 
community is an educated. 

David (00:41:56): 
Throughout these first two sessions, you've heard me announce the upcoming church 
wide training and I often get asked this question, "Do I really need to attend the 
church wide training too? I'm sure I'm going to get all I need from you now, Dave." 
Not true. First of all, as leaders we need to lead by example, right? But way beyond 
that, we're going to cover things then that we're not covering today because we're 
not trying to teach paranoia, we're going to talk about an educated vigilance. 

David (00:42:34): 
The signs of trauma. How do we help? Grooming behavior. All the things you see on 
there, we're going to go into in detail. Or sometimes I'll hear this, "I don't even want 
to think about abuse, must spend another Saturday morning in training." Well the 
children most at risk are the children surrounded by adults who cannot stomach 
learning about sexual abuse. I wish with all my might this wasn't needed, but it's not 
going to go away by ignoring it. Thankfully you guys are setting the tone right here 
this Saturday and you'll be able to tell the rest of the folks in church, "Man, y'all really 
need to be here for this, you really need to read those mini books, some great 
information for us." Jesus gave us this example, right? As uncomfortable life because 
kids can't face this alone and offenders rely on that lack of courage, that lack of 
resolve. What about the folks that say I don't work with kids? We all play a role, right? 
What if walking around, you see something occur? How will you know how and when 
to do something? So be sure to read the mini books. What Andrea told you is true. 
They're all like 15-20 pages, they're thin and they're only about that big. You can sit 
down in an hour and read all of them. Here's a couple of others that we recommend 
that should be on your slides if you don't get it. And it is now 9:40, does anybody 
have any questions about what we've gone over so far? You learning? Hearing 
something good? All right. All right, I got more than one nod. All right. Y'all want 15 
minutes? 10 minutes? What do y'all want? 

David (00:44:27): 
10 minutes. All right, it is 9:41, 9 50, see you back. 

Andrea (00:44:33): 
First of all, thank you David for making yourself vulnerable and sharing your story 
with us, that's huge and I'm sure that never ever gets easy for you as many times as 
you have shared that. We are so thankful, making that personal connection, I think 
really drives home what you're teaching more and more. So thank you for doing that. 

David (00:44:55): 
Appreciate it. 
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Andrea (00:44:57): 
As we have learned, as we have studied, [inaudible 00:44:59] and I went to a 
conference several months ago and had the opportunity to hear several survivors 
share their story. I wish I could say to you that that David's story is rare or unusual, 
but it's not. And not being believed was a reoccurring theme that we heard over and 
over and over again. And so our whole goal in this, what we desire, is to create a 
church culture where as soon as a predator walks in the door, they know this is a 
place they will not be able to perpetrate. 

Andrea (00:45:42): 
And when a survivor walks in the door, they know it's a place they will be heard, they 
will be believed, they will be cared for. 

David (00:45:50): 
That's right. 

Andrea (00:45:51): 
As I was listening to some of the statistics that he gave, I thought that this number of 
might hit home with you, and these are very rough numbers so don't hold me 
accountable to a very specific... Quick numbers on our children and students that are 
attending right now. 20% of those, if we apply that statistic that we heard, of people 
under the age of 18, they're abused before they're 18 years old, that would be 130 
people that are members of our church family. That's why this is a big deal, that's why 
this is important, that's why we're doing this. So just thought that would be a good 
contextualization for you, 130 people in our church, right now, 18 and under, that's 
what those statistics look like. 

David (00:46:50): 
Thank you, Andrea. 

Andrea (00:46:51): 
Yes. 

David (00:46:52): 
I also wanted to reiterate, even though I think that's redundant technically, some 
grammar teacher will have to tell me that, to iterate to say, if you have a question, 
raise your hand. I want you to feel in encouraged and comfortable that in this room, 
you can ask any question at any time. I'm doing this a little bit, so if I don't see you 
raise your hand, "Hey Dave." Get my attention. Like I said at the very beginning, from 
the experience I've had, from the information I've learned, from the professionals that 
I work with, I'll either know the answer that we know or I'll find one for you. So please 
don't hesitate to ask at any point during this, you're not going to be interrupting. 
You're going to be part of this conversation. All right? 
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David (00:47:52): 
So as we start off these last two sections, I'd like for us to keep in mind a couple of 
things, that Jesus had vastly different responses to certain groups of people, right? 
We've heard it time and time again, that he had good news for the vulnerable and the 
humble and he had harsh words of accountability and sequence for the powerful that 
we're abusive. And understanding that is going to set us up for how we, the church, 
should respond to victims and how we should respond to offenders. And it's also 
important that we understand how incredibly skilled offenders are at appearing 
humble, they will appear contrite. That's not humility, that's deceiving in order to 
control and we see it all the time. If the congregants of Summit Crossing only hear 
one thing from you, its leadership. And Andrea, she summed it up perfectly, victims 
matter, right? 

David (00:48:53): 
You will be believed, you will be loved, you'll be supported because God is not 
indifferent to abuse and because he's not indifferent, we have to take the pain of the 
victim seriously. Any minimization of this evil ignores the damage done to a child or 
to an adult survivor. And again, I'm going to just build on what Andrea said, we want 
to build a culture that believes victims and supports their healing. So why don't 
victims come forward? I'm asked this pretty regularly or sometimes I'm asked why 
didn't you come forward sooner? A better question is why would they? When I was 
growing up, we were taught that all living things had an instinctive reaction to fear. 
When confronted with a threat, there would be one of two reactions. Does anybody 
know what I'm talking about? Exactly. Fight or flight. So when many of us who are 
sexually or physically abused react in a different way, when we don't fight or flee, it 
makes us think, "Well, is there something wrong with me?" 

David (00:50:02): 
Does anybody know what that other one might be? 

Speaker 2 (00:50:04): 
Freeze. 

David (00:50:05): 
Bingo. It turns out there's another way. Fight, flight, freeze. And freezing is exactly 
what I did. As I told you guys, I was a 12 year old little boy, I was overweight and 
undersized and I had no way of escape. I was trapped, I was in his apartment, in his 
bed, no other adults around, I wasn't strong or big enough to fight him off. So I 
reacted the same way a possum would, as it was just being attacked by an animal, I 
froze. I tried to act like I was asleep, hoping that he would stop, praying that he would 
stop. I tried to remain so still that he wouldn't be able to move me, but none of it ever 
worked. 

David (00:50:47): 
And that defense mechanism, the one that no one usually talks about is absolutely no 
less of a legitimate normal coping response, it doesn't mean that there is anything 
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wrong with you. And freezing like that, during times of abuse, it can be paralyzing 
later in life. You don't have take her out, she's good. You don't have to take her out, 
this is all about youngins, right? Amen. All right. 

David (00:51:24): 
I'm guessing some of y'all have seen the video of the preacher that... I ain't that guy. 
But freezing like that, it paralyzes us later in life and in a lot of ways. We get stuck 
emotionally, spiritually, frozen in time, unable to manage any kind of normal life 
because we still haven't learned how to properly cope with those troubles. And as we 
face new challenges as adults, instead of working through them, like we see our 
friends and our family and other people, we're still stuck. When I learned that about 
myself and when I was taught by a trauma informed therapist, how to better cope, 
how to manage those challenges, it's part of what saved my life. So what are some of 
the reasons why? 

David (00:52:17): 
Kids are kids. Most of the time, they're not even going to understand at first what's 
happening to them, right? They will think to themselves that they're the ones to 
blame. Many times the perpetrator will threaten them, or they'll think that nobody will 
believe them. Why don't women come forward? They feel like they won't be believed, 
there's victim blaming, victim shaming, their whole past is questioned. The whole 
event is questioned. What were you doing? What were you wearing? Did you scream? 
Did you fight back? We actually have an example in the Bible of this, if you've ever 
read the story of David with Amnon and Tamar. If you have read it, reread it, and if 
you haven't read it, please do. It's 2nd Samuel chapter 13. 2nd Samuel chapter 13. 

David (00:53:10): 
I once to ask a group of church leaders about their thoughts on this scripture and 
their key takeaway didn't have anything to do with the rape of Tamar or with those in 
power that covered up what had happened. Their single remembrance and their 
whole focus was all David being forgiving, an emphasis on grace without any 
consequence or accountability for sin. Does that sound familiar? Right? Why don't 
boys come forward? Well, your body responded the way it did so you must have 
wanted it to happen or you're gay, or you're a boy, how come you couldn't fight for 
yourself? What about what victim's face at a trial? Having to relive the nightmare 
portrayed as something that they're not, all the while the actual perpetrator is made 
to look like the victim. 

David (00:54:05): 
Like I said, at the beginning of this slide, the better question is, "Why do victims come 
forward?" Why would they with these types of questions asked of them, these types 
of things thought about them. We have to work harder, we have to do more, we have 
to empower victims to be able to come forward because as a society, as the church, 
we're not quite there yet folks, but some of y'all are getting better. So amen to that. 
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David (00:54:35): 
Thankfully, in spite of all these challenges, God always hears our cries and we, as the 
church, need to follow God's example to make sure that the victims know this. Do we 
believe? Would Jesus believe them? Right? Amen. And if we say always believe 
victims, does this undermine due process? Absolutely not, because we're talking 
about two different context. When a victim is coming forward, what's happening? 
They're just asking for someone, "Please help me." Right? When we're sitting with a 
victim, when someone says I'm hurting, the way that Jesus would want us to respond 
is with belief and compassion. 

David (00:55:24): 
Just like in the story of the good Samaritan. He was hurting, he was in need of help, 
right? And just a little reminder, the Samaritan, he had journeyed and when he saw 
him, he had compassion. He went to him, he bound up his wounds. Does that 
scripture sound familiar? Then he set him on his own animal, brought him to an end, 
took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii, gave him to them 
innkeeper and said, "Take care of him. And whatever more you spend, I will repay you 
when I come back." Right? It's about showing mercy. And what did Jesus say? "Go 
and do likewise." If we serve survivors well, then we're simply doing what Jesus 
commanded us to. 

David (00:56:14): 
One of the ways that we do things the wrong way is blaming the victims. We'll 
wonder to ourselves, or worse, say out loud thoughts or questions like these. "What 
were you doing when this happened? I would've done this. How were you responding 
when this happened? Why were you there? What was going through your mind? Why 
didn't you come out? Why didn't you say something sooner?" Here's an even crazier 
statistic. It's not just lay people that blame victims, it's professionals that do so. In this 
survey, on this link, it discovered that a third to a half of professionals in the UK were 
actually blaming the victims. Let me give you a couple other quotes. And this was 
from a licensed therapist. "She has a lot of vulnerabilities that led to her being 
abused." In another section, the man said, "These children keep being exploited, 
we've taught them about being here in this dangerous situation and they still come 
here." Blaming the victims and it's heartbreaking. 

David (00:57:29): 
Consider this. What does a person have to overcome to be believed? They're 
traumatized, they're terrified, they're in pain and they've got to bring up that pain 
again, right? It's something that, as a victim or a survivor, wrongly, but you still feel 
guilt and shame. And it's usually someone that's still in power, someone that's usually 
still in power in their lives and in a church you often have to go to more powerful 
leaders. And that, once again, puts them in a vulnerable position and there is always 
the threat of not being believed. And really based on history, old and new, they know 
that some folks in the church are not going to believe them and are going to support 
the perpetrator. 
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David (00:58:17): 
So how do we make it safer for victims to speak up? Do we, as leaders ,make them 
feel invisible or do we mention abuse by name? Are we willing to break the side 
surrounding abuse? Do we create a time and a space for lament and worship? Y'all, I 
got to tell you, I had the privilege, the church where my abuse occurred asked me to 
come back and teach them, talk with them. They had acknowledged all of the things 
that had happened, not just to me, but to all the little boys. And prior to me going 
back, the pastor there, they did an entire service dedicated to lamenting over what 
had happened. And I cannot articulate to you how much that meant to me and to the 
couple of the other guys. We need to do more than just talk about it. We need to 
show them, right? And I mention this a lot because it's important, we need to 
distinguish between sin and those being sinned against. 

David (00:59:35): 
Another important part of this whole process is better understanding the impact of 
abuse. The impact of abuse is all often profound because it is woven during our very 
development, right? Childhood sexual abuse by definition takes place in childhood. 
And that leaves children left all alone trying to manage the unmanageable. We're 
going to cover this, the ACE study, in more depth during the church wide, but in case 
you hadn't heard of it before, I just want to give you a little bit of information on it. It's 
the Adverse Childhood Experiences Study and it is the most comprehensive of its 
kind. This isn't about people that say mommy and daddy didn't give me everything I 
wanted when I was a child, okay? It's not that. It reveals actual associations between 
abuse and the impact it can have on later life health. 

David (01:00:27): 
They've done more than 25 rounds of study, it's still ongoing, over half a million 
patients, all 50 states, all across the country. And it gives a score based on one of 
these things or on a culmination of these things. And then what they do is they track 
the patient, and this is important, throughout the rest of their lives. So, as an example, 
even though I grew up with a mom and grandparents, an extended family that loved 
me and cared for each other, when you weigh these factors, my score, so to speak, 
was a six. And when someone has a score of four or more, there is a marked increase 
in the number of diseases, disorders and other problems. Depression increases 
almost 500%, attempted suicide over 1000% percent. And here's kind of what it does, 
the likelihood of heart disease, as for instance, increased in all of those categories. So 
they track, the child's been abused or neglected. They determine that it has a direct 
impact on the brain, the body, the immune system, and as a result, it can have and 
puts you in a higher category of risk for those. 

David (01:01:47): 
So the bottom line, there is a direct link. And let me be sure, I'm also very clear on 
this. This study cannot be dismissed as atypical or from just a small segment or just 
minorities of society. This was made up of primarily middle class financially sound 
families. This is the very real, tangible impact of abuse and standing before you today, 
I'm living proof of it. I battled drug abuse, depression, anxiety. I don't tend to sleep 
well. And coincidentally, within months of Frankie Wiley beginning to sexually abuse 
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me, I began having grand mal seizures. I was diagnosed with epilepsy, but they didn't 
know why. For years, they had me on Dilantin and phenobarbital just to control the 
seizures and this disorder followed me right up until I came forward publicly. Since 
then, I've had clear EEGs and I've had no more seizures. Coincidence? 

David (01:02:53): 
Sexual abuse has actual physiological effects and we're just starting to learn, we're 
just hitting the surface. The problem is that trauma overwhelms our body's normal 
coping mechanisms and it just means that a person cannot fully process, integrate, 
the experience to be able to overcome it like you normally do. Our scans revealed 
how they're dread persisted and could be triggered by multiple aspects of daily 
experience. They had not integrated their experience into the ongoing stream of their 
life, they continued to be there and did not know how to be here, fully alive in the 
present. I want to tell you another story, so let me get a sip of water. Victims are often 
experiencing a lack of safety in the present, even though the terror happened in the 
past. To this day, I can't wear cologne, aftershave anything like that, nor can I be 
around someone as- 

David (01:04:00): 
- shave, anything like that, nor can I be around someone, as my mom calls it, 
somebody drown themselves in it. It takes me immediately back to those times I was 
being assaulted, where I'm struggling, I'm trying to get his hand off my mouth and I'm 
just gagging to the smell of his cologne. Folks, I'm 51, I'm about to be 52 years old. I 
am in a really good place healing wise. I can stand before you today, I can talk about 
what happened to me. So just imagine those who aren't as far along in their healing 
or at all. Even though it happened in the past, the adults feel unsafe in the present 
and because of that, the world's become terrifying to them. 

David (01:04:48): 
That's a level of trauma that needs professional help and you heard me mention it a 
little bit before the trauma informed, trauma trained and it's my understanding, here 
at Summit Crossing and talking with Andrea, your pastors yesterday, even in your 
material, y'all already got a great foundation of professionals, counselors, 
psychologists that you refer to. And I cannot stress how important that is, because 
between now and the church wide meeting, as y'all begin to have these 
conversations, I can almost guarantee that someone within your church, someone 
within your family, someone in your community that's friends, is close to you is going 
to say the following words. "I've never told anybody this, but when I was a kid." And 
that means as a family of believers, we need to be prepared in advance. So again, I 
give great kudos to y'all that y'all already start to build on that. Now having said that, 
please hear me when I say the next few words, whether someone is a Christian 
therapist or not is not what's most important, being trauma trained and trauma 
informed is. 

David (01:06:04): 
Now, ideally, if you can have both, that's great, but trauma training is what matters 
most. Follow me on this. When I look for a doctor, I don't want a doctor trained in 
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knee and hips and those sorts of things if I need open heart surgery, right? And on 
top of that, many survivors have said they've been harmed in counseling by people 
who didn't have an understanding of how to treat trauma. And in some of our models 
of Christian counseling, the focus is on sin and suffering, there's no category for those 
that have been sinned against. Now, you see where my reference was about that, 
right? It'd be the same as after a physical assault, if the doctor says, "Okay, well, we're 
going to focus on your part in this assault." Right? That has nothing to do with that. 
The point is say with me, trauma trained. Say it, trauma train. All right, good. Y'all are 
still awake. 

David (01:07:03): 
So how do we pick up and learn to pick up on the signs? Again, we're going to go 
into these more detail, but these are just a few. Nightmares, fears, depression, 
behavior, and look at the last one, little or no outward signs. From the time I was 12, 
start of my abuse, for about 12, 13 years after, I fell into that category. Nobody knew 
anything was going on with me. A little bit of trouble that you get into as a teenager, 
my ability to maintain jobs or relationships, it was all just seen as, "Well, he's just an 
immature boy." When in reality, I was a ticking time bomb. So just because we don't 
notice anything on the surface, it doesn't mean that somebody's not going through a 
living hell. They've just learned to hide it better or to lie to cover it up. Let's stick with 
the physical, emotional analogy I've been using here. Let's say you meet someone 
with a chronic physical injury. They're in a wheelchair, they're still trying to learn to 
get up and move around and you hear someone tell them this, "You just need to trust 
God." Right? "You're thinking too much like a victim, you need to forgive and move 
on." We would never say anything like that, right? And yet those very things are said 
to victims of sexual abuse all too often. Remember how I talked about getting stuck 
and how we just went over how it affects all the processes of our body? 

David (01:08:43): 
There are types of grief and physical trauma that we never truly get over, we can 
learn in time to heal, to move forward, but healing takes time. Please don't tell 
someone to get over it, with regard to this. It's neither compassionate, nor is it 
Christian. I talked about this a second ago, almost half of the Psalms are laments, 
David's expressions of sorrow and grief and there's a reason for that. We in the South 
are funny birds, aren't we? It's about presentation with us, right? We may be like 
paddling like crazy underneath, but all anyone is ever going to see is just smooth, 
right? Everything's okay, nothing to see here. Please move along. It's okay not to be 
okay all the time. There's a time and a season for everything, right? 

David (01:09:41): 
Again, we're going to deal with this a little bit later, but for this section just know that 
forgiveness and reconciliation should never be forced on a victim ever. Don't forbid 
their anger, righteous indignation is good and even Jesus knocked over a few tables 
in his day, didn't he? Right? Let it come as they recover, don't push it. Praise victims 
for surviving, let them know, "Hey, you did what you needed to, to survive." If you 
needed someone to blame, blame the perpetrator. And there it is again, trauma 
informed, trauma trained, it is that important. All right, back to our roadmap. 
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Offenders, this is usually where there's a lot more questions, in this section that we're 
about to go over, so don't be afraid to raise your hand. In our system, some will act as 
if those trying to hold the offender accountable are actually the problem instead of 
the actions of the offender being the problem and the more power the offender has 
within the church, the harder it is to hold them accountable. 

David (01:10:53): 
One of the most common questions we get is why do sex offenders become 
offenders? Well, the US justice department did a really extensive survey on this. It was 
done over several years with their government experts, witnesses, they had access to 
all of the offenders records and they were in prison, so they actually had access to 
them. And they published 25 set handle report called the Sex Offender Management 
Assessment and Planning Initiative. I've read this report a few times over. I've been in 
this work for over a decade, I'm a survivor of, and here's what I can tell you, we know 
that they know. We don't know. It's a complex and there's not one answer. We know 
that adverse conditions and relationships, when they're young, make it worse. Violent 
pornography makes it worse, problems with self-regulation and impulse control make 
it worse. Negative attitudes to women or children make it worse, starting to hear the 
themes here? And predatory behavior is driven by entitlement and arrogance, 
narcissism, but anyone, hear me clearly, anyone that tells you this is the reason why, 
they aren't being truthful with you. 

David (01:12:23): 
But because of what we do know, we need to build a culture that teaches abuser 
tactics and holds abusers accountable. Have we taught our kids and the rest of the 
church that God cares for the vulnerable and the abused? And do we show this in the 
actions of our ministry? Do a little reading here, it's just going to be up here so you 
can follow along. I'm no preacher, I'm no theologian, I'm just your fellow Christian, but 
we could learn so much from the Bible if we would just apply it, right? Why O'Lord do 
you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? In arrogance, the 
wicked hotly pursue the poor, let them be caught in the schemes that they have 
devised. For the wicked boast of the desires of his soul and the one greedy for gain, 
curses and renounces the Lord. 

David (01:13:15): 
In the pride of his face, the wicked does not seek him, all his thoughts are, "There is 
no God." His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression, under his tongue 
or mischief and iniquity. He sits in ambush in the villages and hiding places, he 
murders the innocent. His eyes stealthy watch for the helpless, he lurks in ambushed 
like a lion in his thicket. He lurks that he may seize the poor, he seizes the poor when 
he draws them into his net. The helpless are crushed, sink down and fall by his bite 
and he says in his heart, "God has forgotten, He has hidden his face. He will never see 
it." Arise O'Lord, O'God, lift up your hand, forget not the afflicted. Why does the 
wicked renounce God and say in his heart, you will not call to account, but you do 
see, for you note mischief and vexation that you may take it into your hands to you, 
the helpless commit himself, you have been the helper to the fatherless. 
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David (01:14:15): 
Break the arm of the wicked and evil doer, call his wickedness to account till you find 
none. O'Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted. You will incline your ear to do 
justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that the man who is of the earth may 
strike terror no more. 

David (01:14:34): 
Offenders, take what they want without guard to the victim, so it's up to us. Break the 
arm of the wicked, the Bible says, and it even tells us how to do it, by holding them 
accountable. Amen. So how do we even know what to look for when it comes to 
offenders? They will come to you in sheep's clothing and inwardly, they are ferocious 
wolves. Jesus was preparing us, as he did with all things, right? He was trying to 
prepare us for all of life and he was warning us that sexual predators would appear to 
be just like us. So can anybody tell me where the wolf is in that picture? Anyone? 
Anyone Beaulah, Beaulah. 

Speaker 4 (01:15:16): 
It's taking the picture. 

David (01:15:22): 
That's the best answer I've ever heard, that was awesome. Nicely played. I'm going to 
write that one down now. That was pretty good there, [inaudible 01:15:35]. That's the 
point, right? On the outside, there's not going to be any difference, you're not going 
to be able to tell just by looking at a glance. That was pretty darn good. Those who 
see child molesters as monsters seem the quickest when it's their neighbor, friend or 
family member, that's accused to say that it is definitely a false report. After all, child 
molesters or perverts, creeps and monsters and their nice neighbor, minister, father is 
not a monster, ergo, he is not a child molester. Remember when we talked about the 
denial section? Even when Jesus warns us about sex offenders will look just like us, 
when it comes to someone that we know, that we trust, that we love, it's then that we 
don't want to believe it. Right? And it's hard to hold people accountable that you 
know. 

David (01:16:38): 
During my time at Rehoboth, church where I grew up, we had an offender among us, 
but what did we really know about him? What can we learn from him and others like 
him that have been exposed for their crimes? What we know for certain is that they 
lead a double life, and what we also know is that they rarely, if ever, have only one 
victim. As a matter of fact, men who molest girls average 20 victims over the course 
of a normal 70+ year life and men who molest boys have an average of 250 victims. 
Keep in mind, those numbers are just the average. 

David (01:17:23): 
And it's because of who we are, right, our makeup as Christians that make us 
susceptible. They do this by creating never ending opportunities to violate children 
and they use a behavior called grooming. We're going to talk about this word. Special 
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agent with the FBI, by the name of Jim Clemente, he spent most of his career 
studying and capturing predators and he said this. "The grooming process is typically 
aimed at the intended child victims and those who are responsible for their wellbeing, 
as well as the community they operate in." This is the key. "Grooming is a 
constellation of otherwise innocent appearing behavior that is intended to give them 
ongoing access to children for sexual purposes, as well as preventing discovery by 
others." A constellation of innocent appearing behavior. It's about spending time and 
money and energy to make the child, the parent, the church feel comfortable with the 
relationship. 

David (01:18:27): 
And I can go on with a bunch of textbook definitions, but let me just give you my 
example. Everybody at Rehoboth Baptist Church thought the world of Frankie Wiley, 
me, especially. Every Bible study, I was right under foot. He had a brand new Camaro 
and I always got to ride shotgun. He picked me up first and he dropped me off last. 
After Sunday service, we went to Po' Folks, after Sunday evening service we'd go to 
Western Sizzlin'. Monday night was Bible study, Tuesday night, we visited newcomers. 
Wednesday night was youth choir and the Christian band. I even got to be a roadie 
for the Christian band that they were a part of and one time he took me to a Kansas 
Doobie Brothers concert with his adult Sunday school class. I was the only kid there, 
talk about feeling special and grown up. 

David (01:19:19): 
And I didn't have my biological dad growing up, and he was more than willing to 
accommodate that gap of a male persona of sorts. But as a kid, there is nothing that I 
loved more being at the church, being with the Christian band, singing the music and 
Frankie used that as his way to groom me, my family, the entire church, that's how he 
won us over. It's how he gained our confidence. If we really want to help child sex 
offenders, they must be held accountable legally, and we as Christians must refuse 
them any access to kids ever. Beyond learning what grooming is, we need to learn the 
other types of their tactics. Generally speaking [crosstalk 01:20:09]. Oh yeah, yeah. 
Yeah, go ahead. 

Speaker 3 (01:20:09): 
Before you [inaudible 01:20:13] too far on, you were talking about the different 
numbers of victims that men have based on whether they pursue girls or boys 

David (01:20:23): 
20 and 250. 

Speaker 3 (01:20:24): 
Yeah. How does that match up to the statistic that one in four women versus one in 
sex men, or boys. So are there just less men that are pursuing boys, even though the... 
Do you guys hear what I'm talking [crosstalk 01:20:49]. 
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David (01:20:49): 
So the one in four and the one in six are the number that we know, those numbers 
that people have reported. So what does that tell us? That there's probably a lot 
more that we don't, we know for certain there's a lot more that we don't know. And 
you'll actually hear me, at the church training, I'll talk specifically about that. How if all 
children and adult survivors felt safe enough to come forward, those numbers would 
be probably much higher. Thank you. Good question. 

David (01:21:41): 
This is regarding the tactics, generally speaking, we want to be aware of people that 
use isolation or secrecy. Does an adult seem to be awkward with accountability, 
right? We need to be aware that what they're doing is they're testing our boundaries, 
they will use grooming as testing, testing your limits. Because abusers can can abuse 
right in front of others, they can use their body or objects to block. Larry Nassar used 
to use a towel right in front of the parents. Distraction, misdirection, and then 
especially when you combine that with a larger narrative. Jerry Sandusky at Penn 
State used his Second Mile Foundation. As over Frankie Wiley had the Christian band 
and youth trips. They put themselves in places where kids are going to be isolated. So 
we have to ask, where is it normal for an adult and a child to be, where is it not 
normal? Because offenders practice these tactics and they know they work. 

David (01:22:50): 
While he wasn't just grooming me and my family, he was grooming, not just the 
church, the entire Metro Atlanta area. That's how they go undetected for so long. In 
most cases, they go undetected forever and if anyone does express a concern, the 
grooming is so effective that the person raising a question is the one perceived as 
having issues. "You must not like this minister, what's your problem with them?" 
Rather than them being someone that's actually paying attention. And even when 
offenders are caught, they continue to groom because typically they know they've 
done it so well that they'll get the church to support them, believe them and not the 
victim. 
David (01:23:36): 
So what about forgiveness? I told you I can get to this. Healing from sexual abuse is a 
slow process and it should only progress at a rate that benefits the victim. There are 
all sorts of qualifications, right here on this scripture, and we must be even more 
cautious with such a heinous sin and crime, one that comes with predatory 
deception. Abusers need to focus on the repenting part, that doesn't do just means 
saying they're sorry, that's not repentance. Victims need to focus on healing and no 
one needs to pressure them about forgiveness. 

David (01:24:25): 
We know that God can and will deal with an abuser, whether they repent or not, 
right? Because we know that God is just, but we all also need to make sure that there 
is no burden put on the victims for that forgiveness for that repentance. But we hear 
this a lot as victims, not just in Luke, but most often used is Matthew 18. And it breaks 
my heart that so many church leaders, so many pastors, use that because folks that is 
not, as someone of some of those would have you believe, the proper scriptural way 
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to handle cases of sexual abuse. That's how people with bad motives use scripture to 
silence victims, and offenders are very skilled at using the Bible and Christian 
verbiage to appear repentant, to put all of the emphasis on the victim to forgive 
rather than them having to be accountable for their sin and for their crime. 

David (01:25:27): 
Here's one of those key points. When we jump to forgiveness without seeking justice, 
we're mocking God and we're minimizing the devastating impact this has on a child. 
We're called to care about justice, not only forgiveness. Forgiveness and grace are 
too often used as ways to manipulate someone in the church to avoid consequence, 
to avoid accountability, right? What is that we always hear? Grace is for the humble, 
not for the proud. Too many times, unfortunately, people lead with words of comfort 
for abusers and that's not what Jesus did. Jesus called them out harshly because 
that's what they needed, that's what Jesus demands of us and what he requires of 
them. And why did he do that? Why did Jesus come down so hard on them? 

David (01:26:21): 
It wasn't because he hates them. It's because that's the real love that abusers need, 
right? How else do you receive redemption and salvation without acknowledging sin 
first? I'll say it as many times as necessary, there is not a single solitary place 
anywhere in scripture where grace is for the proud and deceitful, it is always, without 
exception, for the humble. And the hardest part is that abusers are masters at 
appearing exactly how we want them to appear, as contrite, and saying things that 
we want to hear. Forgiveness is not any of these things, forgiveness is not 
forgetfulness, it is not immediate moving on, cheap grace. It is not creating more 
damage to heal, meaning those abused must never be forced to be around their 
abuser ever again. 

David (01:27:24): 
Would you expect your pastor or pastors to walk up to you right after someone has 
just murdered your child and say, "Okay, John and Susan, it's time for you to forgive 
and to reconcile with the man or woman that just killed your child. Right now, chop, 
chop. And you're going to see them every single service that you go to church. He's 
cried about it and he said he's sorry, so let's move on." None of that makes sense, 
right? We would never do that. We would never ask that of the parents of a child that 
had just been murdered. So why then would we, as many churches have done, with 
someone who has murdered innocence of a child? Forgiveness is not no 
consequences, it is not no accountability. I know there's an English teacher in here 
somewhere losing their mind, but just bear with me. Forgiveness is not no safeguards, 
forgiveness does not mean reconciliation or no accountability. Saying I'm sorry is not 
a get out of jail free card, at least it shouldn't be. 

David (01:28:37): 
So what do we need to see? Take full responsibility, no excuses, no, minimizations, no 
rationalizations, no blaming the victim and we need to see that they care more for 
the victims than they do themselves. And they're going to have to know that that 
change is going to be difficult, to accept whatever consequence and accountability 
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comes. Actions, not words, and time. True repentance, with this type of crime, does 
not happen overnight. Words are not repentance, they can be the beginning of it, at 
best, but for an abuser who has deceived so many for so many years, these things are 
not going to be easy. And if things appear to be going smoothly, if they appear to be 
going quickly, that I can almost guarantee you that is a sure sign of deceit. 

David (01:29:41): 
Abusers need accountability first, if they are come to a place of repentance and 
forgiveness. You don't have to trust me on that, Bible tells us. Child sex offenders who 
continue patterns of minimization, denial, excuses and victim blaming are not 
repentant, they are dangerous and they should not be welcomed in your church. Just 
as God gave us a brain to think, he also gave us his spirit to discern. That's why I was 
talking about that cheap grace, quick forgiveness, or when someone tells a victim, 
you're not being forgiving. They're actually just trying to avoid those consequences. 

David (01:30:22): 
And it's actually spiritual abuse, it's manipulation that's based on a lie by the abuser 
and those are the actions of a dangerous person. We have got to undermine the 
attempts of abusers to manipulate scripture and our beliefs to understand better 
when it's happening to correct it. So little recap, was there anybody that didn't get a 
printout of today's slides? Nope. Okay, good. So you can recap. I told you I'd go into 
detail about that topic. Didn't I? Right. All right. Let's take our last break. I'm sorry. 
Any questions about [crosstalk 01:31:04]. Yeah, yeah,. 

Speaker 5 (01:31:05): 
What studies point to what happens to [inaudible 01:31:14] caught? And that 
propensity to continue [inaudible 01:31:20]. 

David (01:31:21): 
All right. So - [crosstalk 01:31:21]. 

Speaker 5 (01:31:27): 
Any studies that show a cessation of that [inaudible 01:31:27] vis-a-vis, continuation 
of that. 

David (01:31:30): 
All right. So did everybody hear the question? [crosstalk 01:31:33] I'm going to repeat 
this to make sure I'm... So what he is asking is once someone has offended, what are 
the studies or the information about the propensity for reoffending, that's what we're 
talking about, right? Okay. So here's what we know, there are typically two things that 
cause a person to stop sexually offending children, incarceration, or death. Now that 
doesn't mean they can, cannot have salvation, it just means there needs to be greater 
safeguards in place for that person. They cannot be around children under any 
circumstances ever, and we can go into the warm hole of well, chemical castration, 
talk therapy, none of those things have been proven to work. There's some analogous 
stories of things where this one worked for this group or this one, but I'm here to tell 
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you that really the only two things once someone has proven themselves to be a 
sexual offender are those two. Again, doesn't mean they can't receive salvation, it just 
means they can't be around kids ever again. Right? 

Speaker 5 (01:32:55): 
Thank you. 

David (01:32:55): 
Absolutely. Any other questions? All right, guys, I got 10 40. So 10:50. Good? All right. 

Andrea (01:33:10): 
I wanted Matt to come up here. We partner together in doing family ministry in our 
church. So I wanted you guys to see him too and he's been very actively involved in 
the things that we're working on. So as we started, as we were given this task to start 
looking at policy, we started with really broad scope of all the things that we need to 
do and then for a short period of time, we narrowed our scope to we just need some 
good policy for kids and students. I think you guys know, but I oversee Summit Kids 
and Matt oversees Summit Students. And the more we learned and the more we dove 
into it and our eyes were opened, we realized we needed to extend back out our 
scope. And it couldn't be just about student and kid policy. 

Andrea (01:33:58): 
One of the slides, I wanted to read that to you again. I think this was really eye 
opening. When we were at the conference, Matt and I talked about this a lot. The 
grooming process is typically aimed at the intended child victims and those who are 
responsible for their wellbeing, as well as the community they operate in. I want you 
to know that we take very, very seriously the safety of your children, that was so 
eyeopening to us is that perpetrators don't just go after victims. They'll come after 
me and Matt and they groom us and they manipulate us and they say things to us, 
and it just became increasingly apparent to us that this is not something that we can 
do by ourselves. We need your help, and that's why it's important that you're here 
today, we're about to dive into policy, but we want your kids to hear the gospel but 
our first priority is to keep them safe. 
Andrea (01:35:04): 
They can't hear the gospel if they're not safe and they're not loved and they're not 
cared for. So we recognize this, we own this and we just ask you, as we're developing 
this policy, as we're doing this work, now and in the years to come, we need you to 
come alongside us. We need you to pray for us, we need you to encourage us. 
Sometimes what we do is really, really difficult. I have the privilege of getting to come 
up too, but I wanted you to see Matt too. We love working together for the kingdom 
and for the safety and the discipleship of your children. So just wanted to make sure 
you got opportunity to see Matt too. So I know this is long, it's so important, we 
really, really, really need you to come alongside us. And that's why we're here today, 
okay? 
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David (01:35:58): 
[crosstalk 01:35:58] Thank you, Andrea. And by the way, doing that, you're following 
Christ- 

David (01:36:00): 
That you're following Christ example. Christ always addressed... If there was an 
immediate physical need, he always addressed that before delving into the spiritual 
need. If someone is hungry, they're not going to hear about salvation. If someone has 
been abused, they're not going to be able to think about anything else until that first 
need is met. And that's what Jesus did throughout his ministry and it's the exact 
same thing she was talking about, addressing the safety of the kids first so that they 
can then hear the good news, so amen for that y'all that's fantastic. Thank you guys 
for hanging in there. I know this has been a lot of material, we're on the last section 
and this one doesn't take as long as the others, so there's some little bit of good. Can 
I get amen for that, right? 

David (01:36:55): 
I try to keep them as focused and condensed as possible, but again, we'll... we're 
almost [inaudible 01:37:01] across the finish line. So to accomplish all the things that 
we've talked about today, we need to know parameters and boundaries, and that's 
where our policy comes in. And we're going to learn that everyone needs to know the 
policy, that everyone needs to trust the policy and you need to know that your 
leaders will support you at hard moments of living that policy because as I've said 
repeatedly, your example, your voice as leaders, that's what matters. And that means 
we have to build a culture where the adults take ownership of living an informed 
policy. We protect what we value, right? Don't we do everything in our power to 
protect that which is important to us, the things that we place value. 

David (01:37:52): 
We put locks on our doors, firearms and security systems in our homes, passwords on 
our computers and phones. So what greater lengths then should we go to, to protect 
our children? When you hear or read about a new case of sexual abuse, think about 
what transpired in it and go back and review your own policy. See if what happened 
in that instant addresses concerns that allowed it to happen. Listen to stories of 
survivors and victims and ask yourselves, how can our policy be better? And then 
make those changes, make updates. This is a constantly evolving situation with things 
that we learn and new information that we gain. Having a church that knows its policy 
matters. Policy must plan for education at all levels. The kids, the children, the youth, 
the adults, the leaders, but getting it on paper is just one step. 

David (01:38:52): 
We must be accountable to create a culture where everyone is aware, everyone is 
accountable, especially when it comes to the vulnerable. And when you have 
questions, reach out to us, call us, email me, you can call me. And I know everybody's 
anxiously waiting, "Boy, can't wait to read a new policy." No one likes to read them, 
but it's vital, I promise you. As your child's safeguarding team works on this policy to 
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make it better, use what we've... You don't have to reinvent the wheel. We've done the 
heavy lifting, so now just formulate it to make it... to fit your need specific to the 
church, use our guide. It has everything from A to Z and things you couldn't even 
think of. 

David (01:39:43): 
And all adults, not just staff, not just volunteers, all adults need to know the policy 
because abusers are going to test boundaries. And the only way as a church we can 
know what those boundaries are, is to read the policy, trust that it's built on how 
offenders operate. Part of the role that we will all play will be to take action to uphold 
the policy and believe it or not, it can be challenging. So why is that? What's the why 
of the policy. If you see someone violate something within the policy, whatever it is, 
you may be the only one that sees it. And if that's the case, if you see it and you don't 
say something, you don't do something, who will? Or what if you're the 10th person? 
And the nine times before that the person said, "Oh, I'm sorry, this was a mistake. This 
will never happen again." 

David (01:40:36): 
Right? You see where I'm going with that? Because believe me, predators are going 
to test you. They'll read the church policy, they'll know it inside and out. And they're 
going to test to see if you know it. And then they're going to test to see if you'll do 
something about it. Remember how I said profession they... that predators are 
professionals at what they do? So what are we willing to do? Here's another one of 
those keys. What are we prepared to do? What are we prepared to do to protect the 
children under your care... that God has put under your care here at Summit, in your 
home, in your community? If you live the policy, then you'll be able to empower 
everyone to speak up if there's abuse or even a concern about it. If we live the policy, 
then you'll be able to give concrete examples of when and how to speak up, because 
it can feel awkward to raise questions about abuse, particularly because it's going to 
be someone that you know, right. 

David (01:41:42): 
And it takes courage, I'm not going to lie. I wouldn't lie to you about it. So that brings 
us to this point in our roadmap. When? The point where we actually report. Too many 
times abuse isn't, as we've discussed it a little bit ago. And we've got all sorts of 
expectations about what a victim looks like or what abusers look like and so we 
justify not reporting. "Well, she's a mess. He doesn't seem credible. She retracted it. 
He lies and manipulates. It came out in a moment of leverage during mediation or 
divorce. He denied it. He seems believable," that he said, she said thing. And as we've 
done previously, I just want to hit on those three in the middle. Leaders, who controls 
the narrative on that reporting? As leaders, we have to respond for the benefit of the 
victim. We must support the victim. Adults, abusers have lied and been deceiving for 
years, usually decades. And they've claimed that reporting will ruin their lives. They've 
made destructive choices and those choices have consequences. And there's nothing 
worse than leaving someone in their sin. It will not ruin their lives. 
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David (01:43:06): 
It's ungodly leadership that uses tactics like, they'll caution silence by... or they'll 
caution silence by warning, "That's gossip," or they'll caution patients by saying, "We 
have to hear both sides." They'll use terms like allegations, relationship, mistake, all in 
an effort to silence victims. We have to build a culture that reports abuse, policy 
violations or any concerns related to the safety of anyone that's vulnerable. So what 
do I do when I see something, right? The only solution is to bring it to the light. We're 
going to come back to this, but I want to answer this question first. Why shouldn't a 
church do its own investigation before reporting? "To make sure... All right, let's make 
sure that abuse has taken place." Well, first of all, you would be following what your 
church has already established as policy. And I praised y'all's leaders yesterday about 
this. 

David (01:44:09): 
In the Summit kids policy handbook, and actually in a... it's in a few different 
locations. I want to read exactly what your current verbiage is. "It is not the 
responsibility of the reporter to substantiate any allegations or suspicions. Rather, we 
are responsible as a church to comply with the Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act and cooperate fully with child protective services and the law 
enforcement officials in our community." That's fantastic that y'all already are a 
thousand steps ahead of where most churches are at. And why do you already have 
that? There's actually four reasons. The first is because churches just don't have the 
training. By that I mean, churches are not trained in handling physical evidence, this 
isn't CSI, right? Churches are not trained in conducting child forensic interviews. And 
the next is because the desire to protect their church often leads to reports not being 
filed. And as we've learned, it's silence that perpetuates abuse. 

David (01:45:22): 
The third has to do with mandatory reporting laws and in most states, not telling 
police is illegal. So not reporting opens a person or an organization up to legal 
liability. And the last is because of churches not being independent, what we just 
talked about. The vast majority, if not everyone involved has already been groomed, 
so there's no way for them to be impartial. Every child should be treasured, 
protected, nurtured and when that doesn't happen, child protective services in 
partnership with police, the court system must step in. That's the way to ensure 
safety of children in these compromised situations. If you don't already have the 
number, take a picture, you've got a... That's right. I've already asked you, you already 
got the slides, so y'all are good with that. We're often asked this, right? And I touched 
on this just a minute ago. Just the opposite of this is true. 

David (01:46:22): 
What is the first thing we're taught in redemption? What actually ruins a person's life, 
sin or holding someone accountable for their sin? There's absolutely nothing worse 
than leaving someone in their sin. That's what destroys lives, the victim and the 
perpetrator. Holding someone accountable is the only way for their salvation. And if 
we think that this will ruin their life, then we bought into that deception. All adults 
have a moral obligation to report abuse. Please don't rely on who... whether you think 
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you are legally or who's required or any of that. Both in Romans and in first Peter, 
scripture tells us that we are to submit ourselves to the governing authorities and to 
the laws, right? So by doing this, you're acknowledging there's no authority except 
that which God has established. So to report the crime is to obey scripture. And 
whether you are a mandated reporter or not, it is our responsibility as Christians to 
report. That's what Paul was telling us, because child abuse almost never stops 
without intervention. 

David (01:47:38): 
The answer to this question is still yes, but when it comes to a minor, possibly being 
the offender, I would call family services before the police. You want to talk with 
someone who knows about children and child development, and again, rely on their 
expertise, follow what the professionals say on this. There's a couple of books that 
are really... they're actually exceptional resources for families that have children or 
adolescents that are having sexual behavior problems or have even committed 
crimes. You can find them on that website and you can download them for free, so 
they don't even cost anything. So once you've reported, what's next? Cooperate fully, 
assess the potential of other victims and take protective, proactive measures, focus 
on defending the vulnerable, not the institution or anybody's reputations and support 
the victim in court if it goes that far. Please don't encroach on the role of the 
professionals, just let them do their job. 

David (01:48:49): 
In context, Matthew 18 is about handling personal offenses and we did a little bit of 
this in the... when I was going to... forgiveness. But I wanted to show you how... We've 
got a neat way to show this side of it. As I said earlier, it's not how to handle serious 
crimes against the vulnerable, because... All right. Matthew 18 presumes two sheep, 
two Christians, reconciliation and good faith. If a wolf in sheep's clothing harms a 
lamb, what would lead us to believe that we're supposed to send a lamb back to the 
wolf, right? If we were to follow Matthew 18 for cases of sexual abuse, we would be 
sending a vulnerable child to confront their abuser, which some churches have 
tragically practiced. And abusers know how to manipulate this to avoid 
accountability, and using Matthew 18 that way does that. And as we've seen all day 
long, the Bible teaches us, we are to rescue the weak. 

David (01:49:53): 
Job tells us this, "I broke the fangs of the unrighteous, made him drop the prey from 
his teeth." How many of you know the name, Rachael Denhollander, right? Does the 
name... All right. So y'all know she was the first of Larry Nassar's victims to come 
forward and this is what she said. "What happens when it's a trusted person at this 
church? The extent that no one is willing to speak out against their own community is 
the bright line test for how much they care and how much they understand." Are we 
willing to hold abusers accountable? Victim over the institution, victim over the 
powerful. When it comes to caring for victims and reporting, we must seek justice, 
because victims are vulnerable when they come forward and the power dynamics of 
deception and secrecy and control and grooming, they're all still at work. They will 
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continue long after they're caught. So once we report, don't allow ourselves to be 
manipulated with minimizations like these. 

David (01:51:02): 
I'm going to say this one really clearly. The sexual abuse and rape of children is not a 
relationship, it is a crime. It is not a mistake, there was intent. Making them 
accountable does not contradict forgiveness. And let them know this was not the 
victim's fault in any way. Focus on the victim. Just have a chance to recap. You can 
even take a look at these when you've gotten home. But in order to facilitate safety 
and healing, offenders should never be allowed to attend services with victims. Even 
adults should be cautioned against confronting the offender. Please always ask 
permission before sharing details about the victim or victims. And if the abuser is a 
member or of staff or a volunteer, give an unequivocal apology on behalf of the 
church. Offer to help with practical needs, the counseling, therapy, transportation, 
whatever, and seek to learn from the past to improve things moving forward. 

David (01:52:18): 
When it comes to the protection of our kids, y'all are what's going to make the 
difference. We have to rely on humility, courage so that we can love and protect the 
vulnerable the way that Jesus intended us to. It's up to us to bring it to the light so 
that others can follow our example. And I'll say this a thousand times, I'm here to 
support, Grace is here to support, your leadership is support. Please don't hesitate. 
Call, email anytime. And as I said at the beginning, I want y'all to take care of 
yourselves. I want you to take care of your youngins, and then when you do that, you 
can... better take care of one another, all right. Thank y'all. God bless, y'all. 

David (01:53:15): 
Hey, Superman. 

Speaker 6 (01:53:22): 
Well, David, we want to say thank you very much. This has been a huge blessing for 
our church family, and a huge gift to us. Andrea said it earlier, but I want to say it 
again. Thank you for your vulnerability and for your willingness to share your story 
with us. As I mentioned to you yesterday, it is an amazing evidence of God's grace in 
your life, how he does bring beauty from ashes, and we're so grateful for your 
willingness to serve out of your experience and we're so thankful for that. 

David (01:54:02): 
I'm just grateful to be here. Thank you for having me. 

Speaker 6 (01:54:03): 
Thankful for God's work in your life. It's amazing. We're so grateful. And we know that 
there is an emotional and physical cost to you being here and serving out of your 
experience. So thank you for that. And at the end, I'd love to pray for you, but I want 
to... I just want to say a few quick things church family, in addition to saying thank you 
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to David and honoring everything that he said. I'm so grateful that you rooted this 
whole thing in really the kingdom movement of Jesus Christ. 

David (01:54:37): 
Absolutely. 

Speaker 6 (01:54:37): 
This really is about kingdom values and so in that regard, it completely fits with the 
vision of our church which is to see the kingdom of Christ advance from our 
neighborhoods to the nations. And the kingdom of Christ advancing from our 
neighborhoods to the nations is all about the vulnerable being included, being seen, 
being protected, being valued. And I love that our church already has a value for the 
vulnerable. We talk about foster care. We've got multiple adoptive families in the 
room today. We have Summit buddies where we're caring for children with disabilities 
and we're looking out for them, or we're pairing them up with people who are filled 
with compassion and care for them. We had 30 folks here the other night who 
wanted to hear more about getting involved with Community of Hope to end 
homelessness in Huntsville. 

Speaker 6 (01:55:37): 
Our church already has a category for seeing God's... or our role in terms of serving 
the vulnerable in the kingdom movement of Jesus Christ. So what we're talking about 
today completely fits with what we already care about. And again, I'm so grateful that 
you just rooted it, frankly, in biblical theology. It's just part of the movement of God 
that we would talk about this and be on the lookout for this. Frankly, what for me, 
now... Honestly, I'm just being frank here, it's kind of a new category of the vulnerable- 

David (01:56:14): 
Right. 

Speaker 6 (01:56:15): 
And the marginalized, because when I think about it, I think of widows and orphans 
and the poor, and now I need to see sexual abuse victims right in that same category 
that we already have a category for, but now there's another group of people that is 
well represented in our church family in terms of adults- 

David (01:56:36): 
Right. 

Speaker 6 (01:56:37): 
Certainly, and we hope is increasingly less represented amongst the children in our 
church family. So I want to remind us in terms of motivation, the only thing that 
ultimately motivates us to see the vulnerable and to see the broken, and to move 
towards them with care and compassion and proactivity and protection, is never 
forgetting that you and I were the vulnerable. You may have never been poor, you 
may have never been an orphan, you may have never been the victim of sexual abuse, 
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but spiritually, you and I were orphaned from God. We were spiritually bankrupt and 
we ended up in a vulnerable position because of our own choice. And yet, what did 
God do for us? He moved towards us in... with compassion. And we're talking about a 
group of people who ended up in a vulnerable position, not by their own choice. 

Speaker 6 (01:57:48): 
So if God moved toward us in a vulnerable position, when we chose to put ourselves 
there and he came at us with compassion and grace, then how much more should we 
move towards people who are in a position of vulnerability and weakness and broken, 
and it's not by their own choice. And then I also just want to remind us of the power 
of the holy spirit, that you and I have the power that raised Jesus from the dead, 
living in us to go and do this work. So please let's not feel this as a weight. It's not a 
weight for us. The holy spirit of the living God is in us to free us to do this good work. 
And then finally, I want to remind us, particularly those of us who may tend towards 
fear and anxiety. I want to remind us that we can have the best policies, we can hire 
the most amazing consultants, we can go through some unbelievable training like 
we've experienced today. And at the end of the day, we have to trust Jesus to be the 
good shepherd of this church. We're going to do everything we can in our power and 
yet there's a sovereign God who we must trust. There's king Jesus and the good 
shepherd. And he's actually the one who's going to fill this building with his presence. 
He's going to be the one that fills every home of every person who is part of our 
church family with his presence. And so, while we want to be vigilant, we don't want 
to feel like all of the pressure and the weight is on us, because even when these 
horrible things happen, there still is a God who saves and redeems out of brokenness. 
That doesn't excuse us from being vigilant. And we want to be vigilant, but we can 
also say we live in a fallen broken world and there still is a healer and a Messiah who 
will come and help the broken hearted. 

Speaker 6 (01:59:58): 
So I'd love to pray for us. Thanks for just receiving that little bit from me. David knew I 
was going to do this by the way, we talked about it yesterday. I said, "Hey, I'd love to 
have just a couple minutes at the end, to say a few things," and hopefully the most, or 
one of the most important things I've been able to say is just honor him and really 
thank him. So if you see him on your way out, please give him that encouragement. 
So let's pray and we'll send you out. Jesus, we do acknowledge your presence here 
with us today. We're so grateful that you are our senior pastor. We're so grateful that 
you are our chief shepherd. Thank you, Jesus that you are the shepherd of Ezekiel 34, 
who came after us. You're the shepherd who left the 99 to come and find us. The one, 
when we had actually gone astray ourselves, all we like sheep have gone astray, each 
of us has turned to his own way. Jesus, may we be reminded as we leave that you 
came to us in our place of brokenness, in our place of poverty, in our place of 
vulnerability, a place that we put ourselves in and you lovingly, graciously, 
compassionately pursued us. May that be the engine and the motivator for all that we 
do in this area, and all the other areas of kingdom advancement that we're praying 
toward and moving toward as a church family. Holy spirit, thank you for your 
presence and your empowerment that you give us, that this is not up to us to clench 
our fists or to grit our teeth or to flex our muscles. 
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Speaker 6 (02:01:47): 
Oh, holy spirit of the living God, fill us with your power as we walk out of this room to 
do the ongoing work that you're calling us to do in this area. We do pray, king Jesus, 
that you would protect the children who are part of our church family. And beyond 
that, we pray that you would protect the children of the church in Huntsville. There's 
one church of Jesus Christ in Huntsville. And our desire is to someday potentially be a 
catalyst for helping other churches in our city grow in this area, so that abusers 
wouldn't just walk into Summit Crossing and walk out and say, "No, I'm not here," but 
they would come into our city and say, "Oh, not here." That's our hope. So protect the 
children of this city, protect children who are part of Christian families and not part of 
Christian families, protect kids in every school that they go into. Every trip they go on, 
please protect the children of our city in the name of Jesus. 

Speaker 6 (02:02:51): 
And we thank you, Jesus, that you are our healer. I pray for those who are even here 
today, needing a fresh touch of the healing of Jesus Christ. Jesus, you came to bind 
up the brokenhearted, and abuse shatters our hearts into a thousand piece jigsaw 
puzzle. I pray that today you would fit some of those pieces together for anyone 
who's experiencing fresh pain today. Oh Jesus, would you bind up their wounds? 
Would you speak to them with your compassionate gracious heart? Would you bring 
them afresh to the father, so that dad can grieve with them and weep over them and 
encourage them and love on them? Jesus, please do that work for anyone in the 
room today who needs it. We love you. And we thank you that we can entrust 
Summit Crossing, every person to you, king Jesus. We pray in your name. 

Speaker 6 (02:03:47): 
And we thank you for, David. We pray that as he goes, or actually as he spends the 
rest of his day, he's going to be with us for the weekend. But throughout the rest of 
the day, I pray, Jesus that you would send your warring angels to protect him from 
any attacks of the enemy. He's made himself vulnerable with us today. And we pray in 
Jesus name that he'd be protected from attack, that today his mind would be filled 
with the good news and the truth about who he is as a beloved son. We grieve with 
him over the horror of his story, and we also thank you Jesus for your amazing work 
of redemption in his life. So please send your warring angels to protect him from any 
attack of Satan and his demons. Jesus, we worship you and we love you. And it is 
worth it for us to invest this time and our prayer hearts should be stirred for greater 
affection towards you, in Jesus name, amen. Thanks family. See you tomorrow. 
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