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Dave (00:00:01): 
Good morning Summit Crossing family and good morning live studio audience. Thank 
you for joining us this morning, early on a Saturday. Sorry we're a few minutes late. 
That's completely my fault. I was making my breakfast. It took me longer than I 
thought, but we're here. We're going to get going. So a couple things by way of 
introduction. First, a logistical thing for those in the room here. We're going to use 
the restrooms one at a time. We'll try not to let a big line form outside. There are 
disinfecting wipes back there. You can clean the part of the restroom that you use 
before you come back out. 

Dave (00:00:45): 
So we are talking this morning about sexual abuse prevention, specifically around 
children and students within our church family. This process started about a year ago 
when Andrea Johnson, Matt Herring, and I attended the Caring Well Conference in 
Dallas, Texas, which was put on by the ERLC. And at that conference, we heard about 
an organization called GRACE, Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian 
Environment. And we heard from a number of different people, survivors in particular, 
who said that it was a great idea for a church who wanted to get even better at this 
and learn even more from experts, how to prevent sexual abuse and care well for 
those who've experienced it to contract with this particular organization called 
GRACE. So we did that. They've been walking us through creation of a policy, which 
we'll be rolling out very soon. And also part of our relationship with GRACE has been 
a few different trainings. 

Dave (00:01:44): 
We had our new friend, David Pitman, come last winter and do an in-person training 
for all of our leaders and now David is back again to do this training, which we're 
making available for our whole church family. We will re-air this broadcast next 
Saturday morning as well for anyone who missed it. There is a PDF that's available at 
my SC3. There's a new tab, a new card, there called GRACE training. If you go there, 
you will see the link for the PDF document. If you'd like to follow along with that, as 
we're moving through the training this morning. I want to frame this training in terms 
of our mission. We summarize our mission by saying that we endeavor to know Jesus, 
connecting gospel relationships and live out the King's mission in the world. And we 
have become very convinced and convicted as leaders that a key part of the way that 
we live out the King's mission in the world and even connect in healthy gospel 
relationships is by having a much higher awareness of the potential for sexual abuse 
in our community, and then being proactive to help prevent that. 

Dave (00:02:58): 
And then also learn how to respond well to those who have maybe experienced that 
in their story. I've said this a few times, but by God's grace, we are being proactive 
with this. We're not responding to some particular incident that we're aware of. And 
so we count that as a blessing from Jesus as the ultimate protector of our church. 
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Finally, I do want to give a shout out to the policy team and then I'll pray for David 
and we'll get rolling. So there's eight people, four women and four men, who've been 
laboring tirelessly for months and months and months. Andrea Johnson is our 
fearless leader of that team and Lee Damico has done an unbelievable job of writing 
and formatting and rearranging and editing, and Lindsay Stewart and Sarah Doll are 
also a part of that team. And then Matt Herring, myself, Brian Mets and Matt Herring. 
So did I say Matt's name twice? 

Dave (00:03:57): 
Who's our fourth guy, Matt, Brian, me, there's only seven. I can't count. So that's the 
team, been working super hard. I'm going to pray for David. David, thanks for being 
here. It's an honor to have you. And we're thankful that even with all the uncertainty 
in our world, that COVID has presented us with that we can have a few folks in the 
room today. You can be in person. We've got our livestream technology, so let's pray. 
Jesus, thank you for this church. The story of summit crossing from day one, those 
who started this church said, what if God would do something so great that his grace 
would be the only explanation for it and that's been the case. And part of that 
amazing grace that this church has experienced for 17 years is your protection. We're 
so grateful for that, but we don't want to naively just rely on that and assume that 
there's not a role for us to play as under shepherds. 

Dave (00:04:58): 
And so please today, Jesus, by your holy spirit, use your servant David, to help equip 
us as a church family in how to care well for people who have maybe experienced 
sexual abuse as a part of their story and help prevent any incidents of this in the 
future. Jesus, our reliance and our trusts and our hope is in you alone, empower us for 
the work that you've called us to today in Jesus name. Okay. Forgot one last thing. As 
we're moving through this training this morning, you'll be hearing some stories that 
will be hard to hear. Some incidents of sexual abuse and nothing graphic. 

Dave (00:05:45): 
If your kids are in the room, that's okay, but if you have sexual abuse as a part of your 
story, there's a possibility that what you hear could stir up old pain, old trauma. If 
that's the case, first of all, we want to totally encourage you to push pause or tune 
out. You can watch this later. There's no pressure for you to just gut it out and push 
through. So you're totally invited to do that. And then also you can email me A, the 
letter A, meisenberg@summitcrossing.org. If you'd like to get connected to a local 
counselor, we have a number who would be glad to help walk you through whatever 
painful parts there are in your story. And David's also going to address that need for 
good self care as you're going through this training this morning. So David take it 
away brother. 

David (00:06:35): 
You'll have to forgive me. I have to put on my granny glasses. And just for people of a 
certain persuasion y'all can see exactly what mask I brought to wear today. All right. 
So I won't distract anybody. I'll just put it down. Good morning, everybody. How are 
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y'all doing? It is a blessing to be able to actually be here in person and to see you 
face-to-face, or through a mask as we get out there. Thank you to everybody that's 
online. We appreciate you. And for those that attended back at the leadership 
meeting. Raise a hand. Who was here then? All right. So it's about quarter, half, half 
the room. Y'all already know I'm Dave Pitman. I'm the director of Together We Heal 
and I'm one of the people that help create the child safeguarding initiative with 
GRACE, with our founder Boz and our director, Mike, and a team of amazing people. 

David (00:07:45): 
As you can hear from my accent, I am a Southern boy. I was born and raised in 
Atlanta, but most of my family is from LA, lower Alabama. Real big towns like 
Brockton and Elba and Hartford, big cities. And I did live in Fort Payne for a while, but 
my wife and I moved to south Florida because we just couldn't take these cold 
winters anymore. As my granddaddy would... There we go. Is that better? I don't feel 
like I'm sitting far away from it now. My granddad will always say, I don't thaw out 
until the dog woods bloom. And so that's pretty much the reason why we moved to 
south Florida. Before we get into the training, I want to take a few moments at the 
very least to acknowledge what has been going on the last few months with the 
COVID side of things. 

David (00:08:34): 
A lot of people were simply inconvenienced. They just worked at home, no big deal, 
but a lot of people, a lot of folks that I know they lost jobs, they lost homes, they lost 
time and they lost loved ones. So for those that have passed on, for those that are 
still sick, we need to keep them in our hearts and do for them what we can and when 
we can. And thank y'all for being socially distanced and responsible. On a lighter 
note, since I brought this up right here, your pastor mentioned it, one of your pastors 
mentioned it, thank you for dedicating a Saturday. And that's what I want to joke 
about a little bit. I know what this particular Saturday is for those who follow a certain 
college football team. And just so you know, it will be the first, third, Saturday on 
October game I've missed in my lifetime. So we're all in it together. 

David (00:09:42): 
I am grateful for the opportunity that we have to work together to create a safer 
place for children to build an environment where those who may have been harmed 
at any point to be able to come forward, to feel safe, to know that this church and 
this community and these group of friends will support them as parents and as a 
church and as Christians Summit Crossing should be very proud. Proud, not just 
because of what you're doing, but taking the proactive steps. They mentioned the 
hard work that your policy team has been putting in and I can tell you firsthand, they 
absolutely are doing God's work on getting this. And we'll go into more about that 
later, but what y'all are doing is putting you light years ahead of not just most 
churches, most organizations, because even now most people still hear that phrase 
come up, childhood sexual abuse and they just shut down. They don't want to even 
talk about it, much less act on it. 

David (00:10:49): 
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And also I told the leadership this back in February. Was it February or March when 
we met? February. While there will be a few of the slides that I'm going to take a 
moment and will turn, and I'm going to read because of their certain content. I'm 
going to assume that nobody would want me to sit here for the next four hours and 
read slides to you, right? That would bore me to tears. So I'm going to assume you 
will be reading them as I talk about the material that pertains to them. Does that 
sound fair and reasonable? All right. Good deal. So I have only two requests today. 
This is a little bit about which pastor alluded to. We're covering a heavy topic and 
we're going to walk down some dark paths. So because of that, your care, your 
wellbeing being is paramount to me. I want everyone to make sure to take care of 
themselves, process whatever it is that we're going through, or maybe you are going 
through. And if something at any point triggers, bothers, affects you in a way that not 
right now is not the time for you to work with that, then take a break, step out, take 
as long as you need, whether it's five minutes, two hours, or the rest of the day. Your 
wellbeing is what's most important to us. Okay? Seconds about questions. We're 
going to go over the reality of sexual abuse. We're going to learn what God's word 
tells us about it. 

David (00:12:28): 
You're going to learn some things about me and that includes everything. The good, 
the bad and the ugly. So if at any point you have questions, really kind of raise your 
hand and make some noise because I'm half death in one ear and I can't hear out of 
the other. So say something to me. Okay? You got to get my attention. If you're 
online, I know that the church has provided some great tools to be able to do that, I 
think in real time. So you'll be able to send those questions and we will take them as 
we go along. We're not going to just save up just for the end. We'll answer questions 
if you have anything in the middle. All sound good? All right. And I want to make sure 
y'all know, you can ask me anything you want. I do not claim or believe that I have all 
the answers. What I do know I will answer truthfully and if I don't, I'll find the answer 
for you. How about that? 

David (00:13:25): 
I'm with y'all today because at GRACE we have two objectives. The first is to train the 
church body with the goal of prevention first. Obviously that would be our ultimate 
goal is to prevent sexual abuse from ever occurring, but the second is in cases where 
it has occurred to show the proper way to respond. The proper response to the 
victim and survivors and the proper response to perpetrators. So with those things in 
mind, we're going to start off this morning and we're going to give, this first section's 
going to be an overall broad view. All right? The issue specifically focusing on sexual 
abuse. We're going to get into facts, rumors. We're going to talk about the real cost, 
the impact that it has, not just on the children, but their lives as they grow up, their 
families, their church families. In a nutshell, we're going to cover it all and we're not 
going to why wash it. 

David (00:14:22): 
So with that, let's begin. As Christians, we know from his words, Jesus' words, that his 
kingdom brings light, right? And we also know that setting crimes like abuse hide in 
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the dark. John eight says, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. And throughout scripture, we have 
both God, the father and Jesus, the son, very on words. They are very clear about 
abuse. There's no gray area. 

David (00:14:59): 
Matthew 18. Jesus said, whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 
And he went on to say in the very next verse, if anyone causes one of these little ones 
to stumble, it would be better for them to have a millstone tied around their neck and 
thrown into the depths of the sea. We've all heard that, right, but that tells us a 
couple of things. It tells us that Christ himself, identifies with vulnerable children and 
to receive a child in the name of Jesus is to receive Jesus. And think about this, that 
means the reciprocal is all of that is also true. What do we read right there? If anyone 
causes them to stumble, it would be better for them to be the millstone and drown in 
sea. I shared this with the leadership group last time. A while back, I did some good 
fashion Bible study. 

David (00:15:58): 
I called some pastor friends, much less expensive than going to seminary that way 
and had them teach me some new Testament in Greek. And when I found out that, 
that word stumble, or the Greek origination, the new Testament Greek origination. It 
means [scandeliso 00:16:17], which is to ensnare, to trap. And when I learned that, I 
understood exactly what it meant because as a 12 year old little boy, when I was 
being sexually abused, trapped is precisely how it felt. 40 years ago I was the victim 
of something I'd never even heard of. I was the victim of something that no one was 
talking about in 1980, because 40 years ago I was being molested and raped by the 
youth minister of the church where I grew up. The church where my entire family was 
members, where my aunts got married and I came to salvation. It was the most 
important physical feature of our family's life. It was a church called Rehoboth 
Baptist, little suburb of Atlanta called Tucker, Georgia. It was about 15 miles outside. 
And that same predator served at churches all throughout Georgia and everyone at 
every church thought they knew him. We trusted and loved him. His name was 
Frankie Wiley. Absolutely loved him. And he was not only assaulting me, but as I've 
since found out in the 10 plus years that we've been doing this, countless other little 
boys. Just three days ago before I left another guy from the youth group called me 
that I hadn't heard from in decades. Some of the boys were at the same time at the 
same church. Some were at churches before and some were at churches after. You 
see, the very simple truth about this as the childhood sexual abuse, isn't just a 
Catholic problem. It's not just a school problem confined to Penn State or Michigan 
State. It's not reserved in youth sports to gymnastics. Childhood sexual abuse is a 
pervasive universal human problem period. And that my friends is what Jesus was 
trying to warn us about over 2000 years ago. So let's complete that verse, the 
millstone Jesus was talking about. It was no ordinary rock. Does anybody know what 
it literally means? Dave tell me. Right. They were huge right? Exactly. And they were 
so large and so heavy they had to be turned by usually a work animal. So it was 
called an ass stone, because of the mule that had to carry it carried around. So that's 
what Jesus was referring to when he said that's what needed to be tied around 
someone's neck. 
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David (00:19:20): 
And why did he use that sea reference? And Micah we're told that he, God will have 
compassion on us and he will cast your sins to the depth of the sea. And Michael, we 
were learning that God, when forgiving our sins, he forgets them so completely that 
they might as well be buried at the bottom of the sea. So think about that for a 
minute. When Jesus uses that same reference, he's not just implying that the 
perpetrator of the crime has punishment. He's saying they are sent to a place so deep 
and so far away that God won't even remember them. 

David (00:20:03): 
Can you imagine any more serious words about our sacred responsibility for our 
children? Again, I saw all the oppressions that are done under the sun. And behold, 
the tears of the oppressed, and they had no one to comfort them! On the side of their 
oppressors there was power, and there was no one to comfort them. When I first 
came forward in 2006, I went to those in positions of authority with the Georgia 
Baptist convention and the Southern Baptist convention. And I told them, you have a 
perpetrator using the church as a hiding place. And when I begged them because 
they wouldn't listen to me. When I begged them to warn every church where Wiley 
had been or was currently at the time a minister, I was told the following and I got it 
in an email. I didn't even get a phone call, but I wanted to read it exactly as it was 
written to me. 

David (00:21:11): 
We're sorry, David, but each church acts separately and has individual autonomy. 
There is nothing we can do. Each church is autonomous. So we have no right to tell 
them who they should and shouldn't hire, but we would like to pray for you. The 
author of Ecclesiastes was right. Human power is most often on the side of the 
oppressor and provides no comfort for those being oppressed. I learned that 
firsthand and sadly, my story is not unusual, or unique, or special in any way. In most 
cases, tragically, it is still the norm. How many times? Think back over the last, how 
long now? Penn State, Michigan State, USA gymnastics, Bill Cosby, Jeffrey Epstein. 
Any story that you've heard about, about of abuse within a church? Have you heard 
the exact same thing? A victim will say these words, I didn't feel like anybody would 
believe me, or they'll say I did tell, but nobody did anything about it. 

David (00:22:25): 
Thankfully God has a different view. Time and time again he singles out the 
vulnerable for special protection. And my favorite verse is Proverbs 31:8. He tells us 
specifically to be the voice for the voiceless. To speak up for those who cannot speak 
up for themselves for the rights of all that are destitute to speak up and judge fairly 
defending the rights of the needy and the poor. So who are the vulnerable? Scripture 
gives us a lot of examples of that. The poor, the disabled, the orphan, the widow, the 
sojourner, and not the least of which is our children. 

David (00:23:12): 
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If you've been victimized, you do have an ally in God. He is your stronghold. He 
doesn't even forget or cries. God despises abuse and he is on the side of those that 
have been victimized. And thankfully I love this church. So is Summit Crossing. That's 
another reason why I'm here today because unlike the time period that I grew up in, 
here at Summit Crossing, you will be believed and you will be supported, but we can't 
just rely on God's miraculous intervention or just our church leadership when it comes 
to protecting our children. 

David (00:23:56): 
We all play a role and we're going to learn some things today. We're going to learn 
how might an offender try to gain your trust, how to gain access to your child. We're 
going to talk about some patterns and some warning signs and that everyone is 
going to need to know your policy. I'm going to say this a million times today. Your 
leadership is working their tails off to do an amazing policy that is going to arm you 
and help you with this. And everyone needs to be able to respond appropriately to a 
child, a teen, or even an adult later on coming forward and disclosing abuse that had 
occurred earlier in their life. We're going to learn these four things so that we'll be 
able to do these three things. 

David (00:24:50): 
Better protect our children, properly respond to those and learn how to better 
identify those who have bad intentions for our kids. The Psalm must ask, how long 
will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked. Instead, what does God call 
us to do? What does he require us to do? Give justice to the weak. Maintain the rights 
of the afflicted. And look at that last part, deliver them. That's action. That's 
proactive. Right? That's not a passive faith. And I don't hear any gray area in that. Do 
y'all? Y'all out there? All right. Make sure. So let me ask you this. Why are we doing 
this? And I want to hear some answers. Why must we face this reality? Why should 
we dedicate a Saturday morning to cover this difficult topic? 

Speaker 1 (00:25:53): 
Because it could be happening and we don't realize it. 

David (00:26:02): 
That's right. It could be happening and we don't realize it. Dave? 

Dave (00:26:06): 
Something you said the last time really moved me, and that was that the church is 
bias towards its infinity for a redemption story. 

David (00:26:14): 
Right. 

Dave (00:26:14): 
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It was particularly vulnerable to forgive and forget and not really take this seriously. 
That was really impactful to me and revealed how my own bias and shaped how I 
feel. 

David (00:26:26): 
And we're going to go into that, but thank you for bringing that up because with 
regard to the issue of forgiveness we're going to talk about that in every section 
today because it's such a broad and important topic. There's no way to just do it at 
once. So I'm going to break it down throughout. Thank you. Those are great answers. 
And I have three more that I specifically want to address about why we're doing this. 
And it's for number one, childhood sexual abuse, children, our kids. We must face this 
because our children cannot. It is too much for their little shoulders to bear. Trust me 
when I tell you that. It is too much. We're the adults in the room, right? We need to 
act like it. The second is because of the perpetrators themselves, the one who hide in 
plain sight. They are skilled, they are deceptive, and we'll talk about that in detail too. 
And the third reason is because abuse itself. It hides and grows in darkness. And 
Jesus calls us, commands us, to expose it. 

David (00:27:53): 
Abuse hides in the darkness. And Jesus is that light that's going to expose this crime. 
And he's the one that demands both things, justice for the victims and consequence 
for perpetrators. That's how he addressed it when he spoke those words. Justice for 
the victims and consequence for the perpetrators and throughout his life, I remember 
sitting in church often on Sundays in my Southern Baptist fire and brimstone pastor 
from the seventies. And he would make me a little uncomfortable at times and I 
needed to be made uncomfortable at times. He needed to step on my toes. Jesus 
calls us to live an uncomfortable life folks and the issue of sexual abuse is no 
different. So if we are to walk in his light, then it stands to reason that we're obviously 
not to take part in the darkness, but we're not just going to stop there. I want to say 
this again. This is active participation in our faith, not just passive sitting back, hoping 
that somebody else will get the job done. 

David (00:29:04): 
When the Southern Baptist leaders back in 06 told me, sorry, Dave, there's nothing 
we can do. All I could do is wonder why? Why aren't these men who call themselves 
and represent themselves as men of God living as God called them and us to live, to 
take no part and to expose? Why weren't they willing to do that? And why aren't we 
as church, capital C, willing to do that to that level? Again, thank you for, little C, this 
church doing what you're doing. I mentioned I was talking to my wife last night. I left 
the policy meeting yesterday and I just love this place because I do this all across the 
country and I work with churches from 50 to 10,000. And I've had the experience of 
on one end of the spectrum where churches totally get it to the other end of the 
spectrum where it was a completely adversarial relationship. 

David (00:30:26): 
They couldn't wait for me to leave. And I love this church because y'all are not just 
here, you're you're beyond that. Your leadership, the policy folks, they we're going 
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above and beyond the work that they're doing on it. And you need to know that. I 
want to make sure you hear it and how proud you should be for that. So in order for 
y'all to take action, you need to know some basic facts. You need to know just how 
bad it actually is. 

David (00:30:59): 
Each year in the United States, there's more than a million confirmed cases of abuse 
or neglect and that each of those same years, more than 2000 of those children die 
from being abused. We've got almost 1.2 million runaway slash thrown away kids and 
the next one was the eye opener for me. I had no idea about this until we researched 
it. The rate of child abuse is 10 times the rate of pediatric cancer. 10 times. So that 
means with 75 million children in the United States, but over the next 18 years, 15 
million will be victimized. 15 million folks. Each year one out of four children are 
physically abused and right here in the United States, one out of four girls and one 
out of six boys will be sexually abused. 

David (00:32:00): 
Out of six boys, will be sexually abused before their 18th birthday. Most experts 
believe that 20% average there is a conservative number because those numbers are 
based on what's reported, so just imagine if every child felt safe enough to tell the 
truth, what the numbers might actually be. 

David (00:32:25): 
Another reason why I believe that that number is too low is because of these names, 
Andy Harrell, Ray Harrell, Kale Harbor, Chris Elrod, Roger Dillworth, myself, and a host 
of other names that have asked that I not share their names. Those are just the names 
that were victimized by the same offender. That same offender, Frankie Wiley, was 
only removed as an active minister at a church in Ashburn, Georgia this past year 
because of the articles that ran in the Houston Chronicle, a series that named over 
700 Southern Baptist sexual predator ministers, not just actual ministers, with 
thousands of victims, even though that pastor and all of the leadership at that church 
in Ashburn had been made aware in 2011. Think about that. For nine years they 
protected the predator. The state mission board that I spoke to had known for 14 
years and they did nothing to warn the churches, the families, the parents. Folks, that 
was just one case, just one. 

David (00:33:48): 
It's not just sexual abuse that we need to be aware of. God speaks against violence 
time and time again. Psalms 11:5 tells us that the Lord hates the wicked and the one 
who loves violence. What about emotional abuse? When there's a pattern of 
humiliation, intimidation, bullying. 11% of our children grow up in an environment 
where that's what they face every day. Proverbs 12 tells us that harsh words are like 
sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. Every time I say that verse, I 
think about the power of God's word and the impact that it has. 

David (00:34:35): 
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How many of you ever heard a pastor talk about our tongue and how we use it and 
how we speak? It's something I've... When we hear things like this... Let me back up. 
Someone will say or we will hear someone say, "You're so stupid. You never do 
anything right. Why did you put yourself in that position?" Think about what that 
does to a child. Scripture tells us it's like cutting them in half. The CDC tells us that 
10% of children in the United States are physically neglected or emotionally 
neglected. We haven't even touched on spiritual abuse. I think that keeps falling 
down. I'm not sure. I'll have to ask you, Dave. 

David (00:35:38): 
Those who use their position of power as a priest, a church staff member... I'll wait 
until make sure I get it locked in. 

Speaker 2 (00:35:46): 
I apologize. 

David (00:35:47): 
No worries. I'm sure I messed it up. 

Speaker 2 (00:35:49): 
Or I failed to set it up correctly at the beginning. There you go. 

David (00:35:56): 
All right. We good? You hear me better? Good. All right. With spiritual abuse, those 
that use their position of power... It doesn't have to be a pastor or a priest. It can be a 
church staff member, a volunteer, somebody within the home who uses God or the 
Bible as a weapon. God says you must always obey me; meanwhile, they're beating 
their child. If you tell, God is going to punish you. If you tell, you won't go to heaven. 
These are some of the ways that children are spiritually abused. Things that I've heard 
myself, not by my family, but to others. Children with disabilities are at least twice as 
likely to be sexually abused. 

David (00:36:51): 
What does all this mean? That's a whole lot of stuff. A very good man that I am 
blessed to call my friend taught me this, so I want to share it with you. His name is 
Boz Tchividjian, and you might not know his name, but I'm pretty sure you've 
probably heard of his granddaddy's name. His granddaddy was Billy Graham. You 
heard of him? Boz, my friend, was a state prosecutor in Florida for many years. He 
faced sexual abuse cases every week, all week long. He said this, "When we take all of 
that data, what do we dwindle it down to?" Imagine your standard typical church, 
anywhere in America, they average about 200 members, a hundred men, a hundred 
women. That means that based on all of that information, that about 41 people in that 
church are child sexual abuse survivors. That's 20.5%. Let's round up. That's 20% of 
the church. Based on that number... Let me ask y'all something. How would we 
respond in Huntsville, Alabama, or in Madison if over 20% of this church had at the 
same time, the same type of cancer? How would we respond at Summit Crossing if 
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20% lost their homes in a tornado? We all know the answer to these questions, right? 
We would join together. We would address the needs of and minister to the 
members. That would become the immediate primary focus of the church family and 
of every ministry, and rightfully so. That's what we do, right? It's in us as Christians. 

David (00:38:53): 
There would be GoFundMe pages and 5K runs, and we'd be doing anything and 
everything to take care of all of those families, raising money, raising awareness, 
right? And yet over 20% of the church has been victimized. Prior to recent events, 
what have we, as a body of believers, as parents, and as a church been doing to 
address prevention and response? How do we even know what to look for? Does 
anybody see the wolf in this picture? It's a trick question I'll come back to later. They 
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly, they are ferocious wolves. As Jesus did 
in everything, he was preparing us. He told us that abuse hides in darkness. He 
warned us that sexual predators will appear to be just like us. He not only warned us 
about that, but he warned those in power. He put them on notice. Jesus was always 
condemning the powerful who abused their position, who harmed the vulnerable. 

David (00:40:24): 
What do we really know about sexual offenders? Don't let a report or a predator lead 
you astray in thinking this. They rarely, if ever, have only one victim. As a matter of 
facts, men who specifically molest girls average 20 victims over the course of their 
life. Men who molest boys average over 250 victims over the course. Those are the 
average numbers, folks. Most sexual predators are not on any registry. They haven't 
been to prison. Most of them walk among us with no criminal record, not so much as 
a speeding ticket. All throughout Jesus' ministry, he was trying to make us aware. I 
send you out his sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents, but gentle as 
doves. 

David (00:41:41): 
Once again, I will ask you, do you hear any gray area in Jesus' words? Well, at least I 
got some nods that time. With all of these numbers, with the facts being right in front 
of us, with stories like mine and Kale's and Andy's and Ray's, they're being known. All 
too often, we're confronted with that word right there. It is one of the most difficult 
battles we face because denial enables abuse. It enables it to continue. It enables it to 
remain hidden. It enables it to stay in the dark. Denial is what leads to beliefs like 
these that wouldn't happen in our church, not in our family. Or like this, I've known 
him all my life. He's a good man. He would never do something like that. This is quite 
possibly one of the biggest reasons why people who are told about abuse don't 
report it. This right here is what was said about Frankie Wiley. Everyone at every 
church everywhere he served said and believed that. 

David (00:42:59): 
Let me give y'all another real-life example. This one just happened. I was just finishing 
up this very training at another church. Keep in mind, we'd already done the four-
hour leadership. I'd worked closely with their policy team. We were at the end 
finishing up this training. A couple of folks were doing some cleanup duties. A mom 
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approached me from the side and said, "I have a question for you." We started to talk, 
but unbeknownst to me, one of the leaders of the church was standing behind me 
and listening to the conversation. The parent told me that her child had come out of 
the bathroom in tears with one of the church leaders walking behind her child. The 
explanation that she was given didn't satisfy her and didn't make any sense to her. 
She asked, "Should I report this?" 

David (00:44:13): 
Before I could even respond, before I had a chance to go over everything we'd just 
gone over, the person standing behind me said these very words. "I know that man. 
He would never do anything like that. Besides, your little girl, she cries all the time." 
Yeah, that's what I did. Do you hear how the person minimized the event? Do you 
hear the denial? Folks I don't care who it is, and we'll discuss reporting later, but don't 
ever let anyone intimidate you on how to protect your child or any child ever. 

David (00:45:08): 
On this next one, I want you to think to yourself. I don't want you to answer it out... I 
want to make sure that's clear. I don't want you to answer it out loud, just think to 
yourselves. But did anyone tell you that they weren't coming in person today or they 
weren't going to watch online because, "Man, I can't. I hear about this stuff all the 
time. It's just too much. I'm tired of hearing about it. I don't want to hear about it 
anymore." 

David (00:45:36): 
Carla van Dam is a clinical and forensic psychologist. She's written some amazing, 
insightful information. She wrote this, "The children most at risk are those surrounded 
by adults who cannot stomach learning about sexual abuse." By remaining in denial, 
we as the church body allow sexual predators the exact room they need to operate 
and to violate our children. It is precisely our lack of knowledge that gives predators 
their edge. That's why days like today are so very important. 

David (00:46:20): 
Dr. Diane Langberg is one of our board members at GRACE. She said this, I like to 
read hers exactly because it's... "The first lesson in recognition is that sexual abuse is 
not a problem out there. It's in here. It's sits in our pews. It happens in our homes and 
schools. It occurs in our churches, on our mission fields, within our organizations. 
Because of that, we need to know how to speak truth about it, to teach truth about it, 
protect the vulnerable, and take care of those whose lives have been shattered by it." 

David (00:47:01): 
To do that, we got to separate fact from fiction, right? We're going to dispel the 
myths and the lies. Let's talk about some of those, the most common myths. Abuse is 
rare. Well, what have we learned so far? One in four girls, one in six boys, so I think we 
can much put that to rest. 

David (00:47:33): 
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It doesn't happen here. How many of you heard of the couple in Decatur where the 
wife is facing potentially 700 years in prison sentence, the husband's already been 
sentenced to 438 or 439, for their offenses against the two girls that they know 
about and could prove? There was another man, over in Decatur, that was a child 
under 12? Doesn't happen here, right? It happens everywhere, folks. Everywhere. My 
story, Andy's raise, we can dispel that. 

David (00:48:15): 
Stranger danger. How many taught this as a kid, right? Generations of kids have been 
taught this. It turns out it is virtually a statistical myth because between 92% to 95% 
of children who are sexually abused are victimized at the hands of someone they 
know, someone they trust, someone they love. Almost 95% of the time, it's a coach, a 
teacher, a minister, a relative, a lifelong family friend. 

David (00:48:58): 
False accusations. I really want y'all to hear me when I tell y'all about this truth. The 
most recent statistic and this is bar none latest data, that's how precise I'm giving it 
to you. Between 1% and 2.5% of allegations made end up being false. That's it, 1% to 
2%. So if a child or an adult survivor musters the courage to tell you they've been 
harmed, please believe them because 98 or 99% chance, guess what? They'll be 
telling you the truth. Do you want to know when a child will lie about abuse? Can 
someone guess? To protect the offender. That's when they will most often lie. Why is 
that? Someone they know, someone they trust, someone they love. 

David (00:50:12): 
Sexual abuse victims victimize others. This is actually a false narrative with the sole 
purpose of keeping victims silent. Because the vast majority of people who've been 
sexually abused, never hurt anyone in any way, much less sexually abused somebody 
else. As I said, that whole myth was created to try to keep the victim silent. Please 
don't believe that or further its goal of silencing those who need your protection. 

David (00:50:52): 
Victims just want money. I don't know what happened to me because I'm still broke. 
This one really does, all kidding aside, get my gourd because people that believe this, 
and I'm not angry at them. I think there are people who genuinely believe this 
because of distortions, whether it's media or a report or whatever, but they don't 
have the understanding of what it takes just for a victim to be able to say out loud, " 
Someone raped me when I was a child. Someone that I love and trusted molested me 
when I was too little to defend myself." It's disgusting to me that there are people 
that fervently... That's one group. Then there's the people that fervently insist that the 
only reason victims of sexual abuse come forward is to cash in on some sort of 
payday rather than realizing what it is in 99% of those cases, a last-ditch effort to get 
the truth out. 

David (00:52:09): 
One day I was working with a group. We had identified a sexual predator who was 
being given safety within the Catholic diocese in Miami. I had a reporter stick a mic 
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and camera in my face. He said, "Are you trying to bankrupt the church? Are you 
trying to destroy the church?" Do I sound like I'm trying to destroy the church folks? 
No. That's to the contrary. That's not my heart. That's not what I want to see happen. I 
want the church to be the beacon of hope and healing and safety and security that 
Christ has called it to be. Hopefully, my presence, my heart, my words, my actions, 
that shows my intent. I heard it said this way. If we think responding to sexual abuse 
in the church is a distraction from the mission of the church, then we don't 
understand what the mission of the church is. 

David (00:53:17): 
Forgive and move on. I mentioned this, we're going to go into this in a whole lot of 
detail throughout, but just for now, for the purpose of this section, know that forcing 
a victim to forgive can, and most usually will, have more adverse effects on them. 
Beware anybody that tells you that God requires a victim to reconcile with an abuser 
because what they're typically trying to do is to manipulate to shame and to silence 
them. Like I said, we're going to go into that one later. 

David (00:53:54): 
The safest church is an educated church. There's no such thing as a totally safe 
anything, but we can be safer and we can have more armor. I hope you feel we've 
started off this first section that way. We got a little bit slower start, but we'll pick 
things up in the next session and we'll get it going. Were there any questions? I have 
to cover up here a little bit? Did we have anything online? I made a statement that we 
had them but I don't see who told me yesterday we were going to have those. Okay. 
No? 

Andrea (00:54:43): 
[inaudible 00:54:43] right now, yeah. 

David (00:54:43): 
Okay. All right. I've got nine o'clock on my watch. Why don't we take 10 minutes? 
Sound good? All right. Be back here at 9:10. I'm be starting promptly. Thank y'all. 

Andrea (00:55:01): 
Church family, thank you for joining us this morning. As you've heard a few different 
times already, we've been working on this for quite some time. Surprisingly, I found 
myself rather emotional this morning, even listening to this. As long as we've been 
looking at it, as long as we've been reading, as long as we've been preparing, these 
are still really difficult things to hear, things to press into. Thank the Lord that he 
continues to draw us into this and send us out in this. If you're just now joining us in 
this journey, I just want to encourage you that it is challenging, but it is so worthwhile. 
Thank you for being here with us, either live this morning or in the days to come 
when we replay this and watch this again. Thank you so much for joining us this 
morning. 
Andrea (00:55:51): 
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I do have a few notes for you. If you go to mysc3.org, there is a GRACE training card 
there or a link that you can click on. In that, you will find the PDF of all the slides. If 
you find yourself thinking, I wish I knew what that verse was, or I missed that, or I 
want to know what that is, that PDF is there. You can pull that up and look at all of 
the slides again. That is going to stay there. You're going to have access to that. Also, 
there is a link for you to ask questions. If you're thinking, "How do I submit those 
questions they're talking about?", they're right there at mysc3.org. 

Andrea (00:56:28): 
Go to the GRACE training card there. I believe it's a blue box if I'm not mistaken. You 
can click on that and send in those questions. If those questions don't get answered 
immediately, don't worry about that. We are going to have a more involved question 
and answer time at the end of our training today. We will answer those questions 
there at the end. Matt Herring, our Director for Student Discipleship is going to come 
up and ask some questions to David. They're going to have a little back and forth. We 
will continue to ask questions here in the room. We are going to repeat those so that 
you can hear those at home too. I know that we had a few questions about that 
coming in. Go ahead and send those in by using the link at the GRACE training card 
on mysc3.org. 

Andrea (00:57:12): 
If you happen to already send in a question to ask at Summit Crossing, don't worry 
about that. We have those too. We're compiling those as well. But moving forward, if 
you will go ahead and send those in through the link that we just mentioned. We're 
going to jump back in. Thanks so much again for joining us today. 

David (00:57:33): 
All right, everybody got them some coffee and all situated. Make sure we are all good 
to go. All right. I want to give you one more bit of housekeeping just to give you guys 
here in person and online an idea. The first, the second, and the fourth, they're going 
to be about 35 minutes, a little more, a little less, depending on how the 
conversations go and the interactions, kind of just give you a timeframe of, "Oh 
finally, is he going to be quiet now?", just kind of give you a number in there. The 
third one is the longest. It is a solid 45 because it deals with the topic of offenders. 
There was just no way for me to get the information to you without it being a solid 
45. This one's going to be around 35, the other one, so just kind of give you that to be 
able to understand. I like to be open and transparent so you can know what to 
expect. 

David (00:58:38): 
We started learning about the facts, right? We learned a lot of those numbers and the 
hard data, but what about the impact? How do we better understand it? How do we 
respond accordingly? Have you ever seen a tree like this one that's just got a real 
drastic change in angle? Did you wonder what happened to it? What caused it to 
have that kind of change? Children that are abused are just like that tree. We continue 
to grow, but our process gets hindered somewhere. Just like with that tree, the 
impact can be lifelong and even detrimental. Tragically, the typical response of so 
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many churches ends up being re-traumatizing, not believing them or blaming them 
for what happened, as the church, the one that I mentioned earlier, that minimized 
the crime that happened against a child. 

David (00:59:42): 
An example of this is a little less than a year ago, a pastor from a church in Abilene, 
Texas sent this letter out to all of the members of the church. In it, the pastor 
expressed his deep love and intimate interactions with the perpetrator. He expressed 
his earnest support. These are his words I'm reading, his earnest support for the one 
that was arrested for the crime. Meanwhile, the comments for those who were 
actually harmed, he called them alleged victims. He offered this very vague and 
hollow response that really seemed more like an afterthought than anything that was 
sincere. 

David (01:00:29): 
He went on to say, the pastor did, in this letter to the church, every member, "We 
don't know the full story. I would urge against speculation." Now that might sound on 
its surface, he's just trying to be concerned about gossip. But what his words actually 
do, and actually did, was to minimize the crime and to silence anybody who might 
also have been abused or raped by this perpetrator. This pastor might as well have 
stood up at the pulpit and said, "Folks, keep your mouth shut," because that's exactly 
what he said to them. 

David (01:01:12): 
That's another reason why we're here today. We want to unlearn any incorrect ways 
we may have picked up about responding and learn how to properly respond to both 
parties, both victims, or survivors, and to the perpetrators. That's why it is essential 
that we understand just how devastating and lasting the effects of sexual abuse can 
be. Because statements and beliefs and actions like these, folks, it leaves a child all 
alone trying to manage something that is unmanageable. You feel as though you're 
alone, that no one understands, that maybe God himself has abandoned you. When 
the reality is God didn't abandon me. He didn't want any of this to happen to me or 
any child that's been a victim of abuse because abuse is an attack on the very image 
of God. He created us to develop in an environment of love, of support, to be 
nurtured. 

David (01:02:18): 
When a child is violated, they start to have feelings like these and to ask themselves 
questions like these. Thoughts and questions that I had and asked myself for 
decades. I did feel disgusting. I didn't think anyone would be able to love me. I was 
willing to do anything I had to numb myself from that pain. I was a 12-year-old little 
boy. I was undersized and overweight. Even though I didn't know what to call it, I 
didn't know who or how to tell, but even as a child, I knew something wasn't right, 
right? 
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David (01:03:03): 
This was my minister. This was the man that taught me about God all week long. Why 
would he do something wrong to me? It went on for three years. That's why we as 
parents, we as the adults in the room, we as the body of Christ, we need to overcome 
our discomfort, so that we can better understand and help victims. It's right there in 
his words to us. Active faith, expose the deeds and help those that have been 
wounded. Far too often, churches respond to allegations of sexual abuse in the very 
same manner that all of the others. We talked about them, the Penn States and USA 
Gymnastics, Catholic church, Baptist church. How many times did I tell you I was 
going to tell you this, a million times? It's why I'm so proud of what you're doing at 
Summit and why you- 

David (01:04:00): 
So proud of what you're doing at Summit and why you should be very proud of what 
you're doing, because you're not acting like the rest. And further than that, you've got 
the opportunity to be an example to other churches here in Huntsville, throughout 
this state, about how to properly respond. 

David (01:04:22): 
So what do we need to know in order to respond the right way? The way that Jesus 
called us to respond? The first thing we have to understand is that God never 
minimizes our pain. As a matter of fact, he tells us plainly, "You have kept count of my 
tossings; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your book?" He not only knows 
the hairs on our head, he knows how many times we toss and turn, how many tears 
we shed, right? And yet knowing this about God, unfortunately, this is what survivors 
of abuse are most often told: "That was a long time ago. You really need to get over 
it. You've got such a victim mentality. You aren't trusting God. It's time to forgive and 
move on." 

David (01:05:19): 
Folks, these things don't tell a victim that you want to help them. This tells a 
struggling person that they're the problem. So, imagine the kind of impact that's 
going to have on them. And as I keep saying for a reason, God doesn't minimize our 
pain. Furthermore, he expressly told us it's part of what we heard in the teaching of 
the good Samaritan, right? "Take care of him, whatever you spend, I will pay you 
back." Jesus doesn't want excuses or exceptions from the religious world or from his 
about loving our neighbor. One of the biggest impacts that abuse has on a child is 
that the child blames themselves. I did. I thought either I did something wrong, 
maybe I was being punished for something, or I felt there's got to be something 
wrong with me, right? That's the type of confusion that a child has. And even though 
I had, and I still have, I have an amazing mom. I love you, Mom, if you're out there 
watching, who talked openly and honestly with me about sex and body safety. I grew 
up in an era where most parents didn't really teach anything about your body other 
than, "Don't do it." You know? So what ended up happening was I was horrified 
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because my body was reacting the way it was while the abuse was occurring. I didn't 
understand why, I didn't understand what, and the person making all of this happen 
was supposed to be a man of God. 

David (01:07:09): 
And that's the reason why there is only one response that a child or an adult should 
ever hear from us: "I believe you. This was not your fault." And they don't need to 
hear any hesitation in our voice. None of this, "Are you sure that didn't... Are you sure 
what's happened? Did you do something first?" Children or adults who disclose 
abuse, they need belief and support period. 

David (01:07:42): 
In the last session we talked about... Hang on. One of the methods that was used to 
silence victims is to say that they grow up to be abusers. What victims are is far more 
likely to be victimized again or to harm themselves. It's like predators have a second 
sense and they know when a child has been victimized. Dr. Langberg, who I also 
mentioned last time, she tells us that, "The impact of abuse is profound because it is 
woven during our very development." Right? Because childhood sexual abuse, by 
definition, occurs in childhood. She says, "It's like making a wet imprint in cement." 
Now let that sure up and bury it for decades in silence and shame and self blame and 
guilt and feeling that either God allowed it or was responsible or that he had just 
abandoned you. 

David (01:08:50): 
That's why the rest of the life of a traumatized or abused child can play out with all of 
the challenges that it can. And most people just can't wrap their heads around that, 
which is why the research that we're about to go over is so very important. It is 
arguably the most detailed study about the impact of abuse and trauma. And it's 
something that I recommend every parent... You don't have to go and be a scholar on 
it, but just read it and learn about it. 

David (01:09:24): 
It's called the Adverse Childhood Experiences study, the ACE study. And just to be 
clear, it's not about people who say, "Mommy and daddy didn't give me everything I 
wanted as a child," right? This analyzes actual associations between childhood 
maltreatment and later life health. And it showed that certain experiences are major 
risk factors for many of our country's leading causes of illness and death. It shows 
actual causation between these things. It doesn't mean that all that are affected will 
suffer the same fate, it's not doom, but it does show that those harmed in certain 
ways are at a substantially higher category of risk. That's the importance of it. 

David (01:10:18): 
So, exactly what do we mean by an adverse childhood experience? They're 
categorized by this: emotional, physical, sexual abuse. A mother or father treated 
violently; if there's alcohol or drug abuse in the house; a member of the house 
imprisoned. You see these. And the doctors and researchers... They would give a 

                                                                                                          

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=cV8cMSTTjJPNekKjg3GP-C10_OqWVrBqU_gccIYLtKmWi9LGZqg77QF_7Yuh-GTTCZZTsZm8Dz1FuhhVK5acEPp2zD0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=4029.5
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=mupydezUakxuCcTdyEaJijmTgorZvhKS2jEpEd0GtrOtzyEd1lijJHefT0QUxyDGXdHrhUeVAIAop_se62DLQXRBFKM&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=4062.88
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=IwwJTPIlElzNGWnc3M5xmWsK6ZeV58ioL70upU6Ywo8FuWNNSTf8aPvTMZQFm6OJJIQM27XTWl8OpYKszcJf6xsjW2w&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=4130.06
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=dif9sczobB0VfY0nZ_cJg7BZfmcKuuw7jPA1gLqlCVNXDGFdFMVo8tBoEgJ6gfzJDGTsi5MQdnlbFnvpLKaMQCredBQ&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=4164.36
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=7ZCjG9fdrJK7uFjSX2YGnRC3b60Zi1gOnCjWbGe2G-g4U7GXgblpZHnDOFsgGcmHqjdDiqFVsn_xDsZHhAYuFUE0-SA&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=4218.01


score based on how many of these experiences occurred during a person's childhood 
and then they tracked that person for the rest of their lives until they died. Since then, 
they've done more than 25 rounds of study, over half a million patients in all 50 
states, and it is still ongoing. That's how thorough. 

David (01:11:06): 
As an example, the likelihood of heart disease increased based on those categories. 
They would track child's been abused or neglected and from that, they determined it 
had a direct impact on the brain, the body, the immune system, and in turn it affect 
their long-term health. And these are just some of the major... And then I'm going to 
say that again... That you are at a higher risk for. I also want to make sure I'm very 
clear on this. The patients from this study, the over half a million in growing, they 
come from a solidly middle-class group. This study cannot be dismissed as atypical, 
or just from a small segment or only a minority of society. This was made up of 
primarily middle-class financially sound families. 

David (01:12:08): 
And I want to make sure I say this again, because I don't want it to sound doom and 
gloom... It doesn't doom all victims to getting cancer and heart disease, but it does 
make clear the significant increase of risk, which is why it is more important than ever 
that we address abuse now. Because the sooner we intervene, the better our 
prevention efforts are. Then we can avoid these devastating impacts. And for 
survivors, we're learning more and more how to help them overcome, how to help 
them better cope with the impacts of trauma. And we can only do that if we face it. 
This is the impact of abuse, folks. It's just part of why it is so important for us to 
better protect our children because isn't that what we want to give our kids? The 
opportunity at a better future, right? 

David (01:13:04): 
One of the scientists... This was pretty stunning too... Dr. Anda made this calculation. 
He said that, "He determined if we could eradicate the utopia ultimate world, if we 
could eradicate child abuse, you'd cut depression in half, alcoholism by two thirds and 
you would reduce suicide, domestic violence and drug abuse by 75%. Those are 
staggering numbers. And, you know what, even if you don't believe all... You'd say, 
"You know what? That's just too high." Wouldn't even half of those numbers be a 
pretty good step, right? 

David (01:13:46): 
And that last one I can speak to personally. The reason is this: trauma overwhelms our 
bodies normal coping mechanisms, right? We all go through hard times and most of 
us overcome them, but some experiences are so difficult, we get stuck. We're unable 
to fully process. We're unable to move forward in a healthy way and that's because 
everybody's different. So those traumatic memories are going to be stored 
differently, but sometimes they'll just make their way back into your life without 
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warning: flashback, a nightmare, panic attacks. And it's usually triggered by 
something sensory: a sound, a smell, a place. 

David (01:14:41): 
For me, it's smells. To this day, I can't wear cologne, aftershave... I can't even be 
around someone who's bathed in it, right. And I don't have any control. It instantly 
takes me back to that 12 year old with a man physically overpowering me and just 
gagging to the smell of the aftershave. Folks, I'm 52. And my sweet wife, Linda, still 
has to wake me up some nights because I'm screaming in the middle of the night, 
trying to get this person's hand off my mouth. And I am actually in a really good 
place, healing wise. 

David (01:15:26): 
I'm able to stand before you today to talk about what happened. So just think about 
those who aren't as far along, that are still stuck where I was not that long ago. Listen, 
I come from a good home. I have an amazing mom. Told you that again, mom. I do 
love her. My grandparents, oh man, they were just bedrocks. We had extended family, 
cousins all around that loved me and would do anything for me. No one in my family 
had any... Or that I had constant interactions with, had any alcohol or drug problems. 
It certainly wasn't something that I was exposed to on a daily basis that would've had 
influenced me in that way. And yet, because of the guilt and the self blame that I 
carried, I actively abused drugs for over 20 years, just trying to numb from the pain. I 
overdosed three times that I know of. And the only reason that I'm sitting with you 
folks here today is because of God's grace and him having other plans. I never 
consciously thought, "I want to die," but I was doing my level best to kill myself. 

David (01:16:50): 
And that's what living with the impact of abuse, all bottled up, can do to a person. I 
mentioned that word overwhelmed. It'll drive you to do things that your family can't 
understand, turn you into a person that you don't even recognize. And as this study 
teaches us, even if you're able to survive those things, it can still have an effect on 
you later. 

David (01:17:28): 
So those were some of the things that were symptomatic for me, but there's a 
plethora of others. And these are just some of them: nightmares, terrors, changes in 
behavior, depression, anxiety, self-harm. And look at that last one. Little or no 
outward symptoms. For about 12 years after the start of my abuse, I fell into that 
category. I didn't have any outward signs that people knew of. A little bit of trouble I 
got into, or my inability to maintain jobs or relationships... It was just seen as he's just 
an immature teenager, immature young man. When in reality, I was a ticking time 
bomb. And when it went off, I went downhill fast. So just because you don't notice 
something outwardly, it doesn't mean someone's not going through a living hell. 
They've just learned to hide it better than most. And the impact of abuse isn't just 
emotional or a physical, but it takes a spiritual toll as well. It can eat your faith away. 
That was a question I asked myself for a long time, "Where was God when this was 
happening to me?" 
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David (01:18:51): 
And as I told y'all, when I went to the church for help, they not only didn't help, they 
protected the predator. So I felt abandoned by both. When the perpetrator is clergy, 
the impact on spirituality is even greater. When this happens, it doesn't have just the 
potential of devastating the life, but the faith of that child and regaining any measure 
of trust can be a very long road. 

David (01:19:22): 
For the longest time I held God and the church responsible for allowing an 
unpunished criminal to harm me and all those others. And when that perpetrator is a 
part of the church, like this talks, we have this built-in implicit trust, right? We view 
our religious leaders as representatives of God. We know it's not like the Catholic, it's 
not God, literally. But even as Protestants, we still put them on a higher pedestal. And 
in many cases, for children who are going through this, not complying with the abuse 
is viewed by that child as, "Well, I could go to hell if I don't do what he says, or she 
says." 

David (01:20:13): 
And the clergy who sexually abused will often use this religious cover to even justify 
their abuse, that their good works overshadow. Some of them have even been quoted 
as saying as, "God gave that child to them." And because of all of these things, the 
role of our faith in coping is something that is integral and can go either way. It can 
have a positive or a negative. Part of that impact can be victims of real severe abuse. 
Very young abuse are more likely to be stuck in that spiritual development, whereas 
victims who are able to actively turn to their faith community, who could get honest 
and trauma informed care... They got that support. They were able to find healing 
more quickly. I'm going to say this one again. Our response is critical because when 
we're able to help a victim or a survivor feel believed, to feel supported, that's when 
we see faith playing a positive role. So how do we get it right? How do we as a 
church at Christians properly respond? Remember I talked about Jesus not 
minimizing our pain. I'll give you another example of this. My wife and I belonged to 
this amazing little Episcopal church back in Jensen Beach. And we just started a little 
small group, too. It was so funny. There was eight or nine of us, and we were... This 
table, I mean, it was like from here to there. So there was eight of us all the way 
around it. But about two or three Easters ago, Father Todd brought up how Jesus 
was making a point to show his scars. And I'd heard sermons about this before. 
Generally it was Jesus' way of showing that it was him, but Father Todd said 
something and it had just a huge impact on me. 

David (01:22:33): 
He said, "Christ was showing us those scars that he identifies with our scars. He 
understands our wounds." And that is exactly it, folks. He not only didn't minimize our 
pain, he quite literally entered our pain and suffering. That's what makes him our 
wounded healer. I said a minute ago... For the longest time, I held God and the church 
responsible. And because of that, I hated them both. I hated God, I hated the church. 
Thankfully, during my own healing process, I learned that God obviously didn't want 
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this to happen to me. He didn't abandon me. There was only one person responsible 
for what happened, and that was the offender. 

David (01:23:26): 
But as I was going through my own healing process, I remember this verse from the 
book of Revelation where John said, "I would rather you be hot or cold. Just don't be 
lukewarm." Y'all remember reading that at some point? Well, for me, what I realized 
was that God could handle me hating Him for a while. He could handle that hot, 
right? He could, why? Because he's big enough and tough enough. But more 
importantly, He knew that that hatred wasn't really at Him. It was just the pain that I 
was going through. It was how badly I was hurting. When we express that emotion, 
it's rarely about who it's at in the moment. It is almost always about a deeper pain. So 
please don't ever tell a victim or a survivor not to be angry. 

David (01:24:21): 
Jesus showed us there's a time and a place for everything. Because if I recall, he 
turned over a few tables himself his day, right? There is such a thing as righteous 
indignation. And please don't give these awful platitudes. We've all heard them and 
said them, me included. You just need to forgive and forget. Everything happens for a 
reason. Just give it over to God. Have you heard those before? You might as well tell 
them, "Well, what doesn't kill you makes you stronger." Because what we're trying to 
do when we do that is we're attempting to use a spiritual truth to just move on 
because we don't want to talk about it. We're uncomfortable. But what do I say 
earlier about being uncomfortable? It's okay. To give these types of platitudes is to 
fall into the plans of the perpetrators. The platitudes, they silence victims. So please 
don't. You can't short-circuit the pain of the healing process. 

David (01:25:41): 
We are called to weep with those who weep. Almost half of the Psalms are laments. 
They're David's expressions of sorrow and grief and there's a reason for that. So I'm 
guessing that most people listening, watching, or in- person are southerners. And for 
those less fortunate, you've probably lived here long enough to know this about us. 
We southerners are funny and sometimes odd birds. It is all about presentation with 
us. We're like those ducks man, we may be paddling like crazy underneath, but all 
you're going to see is just smooth gliding on top, right? It is okay not to be okay all of 
the time. There is a time and a season for everything. And that includes lamenting 
and weeping. 

David (01:26:52): 
So often when we talk about sexual sin, we usually do so because we are 
uncomfortable and we give very general vague terms. Ministers, Sunday school 
teachers, parents, anyone that speaks to kids and youth about sex, I am specifically 
talking to you on this one. We must make the distinction between sin and those that 
are being sinned against because children won't know the difference if we don't 
clarify the difference. And even as adults years later... Because we're still stuck 
spiritually as that little child that was violated, we still don't or can't hear that 
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difference if it's spoken in general terms and it's not and the difference isn't made 
known. Does that make sense? 

David (01:27:53): 
Don't require forgiveness or reconciliation. I told you that we're going to cover this 
topic for each session and this is where we're at on this one. For this one, we're 
talking about the impact that forcing either of those can have. And you're going to 
keep hearing me say this, not to push forgiveness or forbid anger. And the reasons 
for that is because healing from sexual abuse is a slow process, and it should only 
progress at the rate that benefits the victim. You shouldn't be worried about what the 
offender or what the institution is doing. Be concerned with the progress of the 
healing of the victim. 

David (01:28:45): 
Imagine with me, there's a serious car wreck and it takes years to recover from. 
Imagine the person's lost a limb. They're still trying to heal physically, emotionally, 
trying to learn to move again. Someone walks up to them and says, "You really need 
to get over it already. Jesus says we must serve and you're just sitting there. You're 
holding onto a victim mentality. You aren't trusting God." Does any of that sound 
remotely sane? Of course not. And yet with sexual offenses, for some odd reason, 
folks won't think twice about saying those crazy things. 

David (01:29:29): 
When we jump straight to forgiveness without seeking justice, folks, you mock God 
when you do that. And we minimize the devastation and the impact of abuse. We are 
called to care about justice, not just forgiveness. And forgiveness and grace are far 
too often used as ways to manipulate others, to avoid consequences, to avoid legal 
accountability. Make sense? 

David (01:30:09): 
Survivors can't always just move on. We can and do often, if not most times get stuck 
in that development. When a trauma occurs, especially at the hands of someone 
that's supposed to care for you, it is hard for a child's brain to integrate that, so they 
get stuck. And there are types of grief and trauma that we never truly get over. We 
can work through, we can live on and we can even find healing, but we don't ever get 
over it. And because of that, it is imperative that if a child or an adult survivor comes 
to you, please help them find someone that is trauma informed, trauma trained 
capabilities. And I've been talking with your pastors and your leadership... We're all on 
the same page about this. The people that they have that they're working to have 
available if someone has this need, because not just anyone, not just any therapist 
can help. So just know that your church has a good system built up for you to 
support you. 

David (01:31:35): 
A colleague of ours tells a story of a person's daughter who has been labeled a 
promiscuous teen. At 16, she's sleeping with her boyfriend and she was known to 
sleep with past boyfriends. But the part of the story that wasn't known, was that from 
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the time she was seven, until she was a teenager, her father had been raping her. So 
it's real easy for us to jump to condemning sins when we don't understand what's 
been happening in the person's life. So again, just think of Jesus folks. If my family 
had just looked at my failures, had looked at my drug abuse and said, "He's a junkie. 
He is no good" ... If they had not shown me the compassion that I needed, I would've 
never been able to face the root cause of what was going on with me. 

David (01:32:32): 
We need to help victims and survivors find healthy, normal coping skills, rather than 
just pointing out what they're doing wrong. After all, isn't that what it means to 
embody the love of Christ, right? It's about relationships. All of you know a victim or 
survivor. You may not know that you know but you do. So keep that in mind. Here's 
the best way I can think to do it. Instead of asking someone, "What's wrong with 
you?" ... Ask the question, "What's happened? Did someone hurt you? Why are you 
hurting?" That is a subtle difference, but the impact can change somebody's life. 

David (01:33:23): 
So three takeaways: never blame the victim, never minimize the abuse and never rush 
recovery. And if anyone comes to you and discloses, just listen, believe, support. You 
don't have to have all the answers. You don't have to have any answers, just be there 
for them. For victims, we need to encourage honesty, don't diminish their righteous 
indignation, recognize the importance of faith and coping, understand their 
disillusionment or their anger. It's normal, it's okay, it's part of it. And recognize our 
personal limitations, right? Let someone who's an expert and we need to remember 
that it isn't about us. It's about making God's love tangible. We do that by our 
presence and by our caring. All right, thank you guys. I got 10 till, 10:00. Sound good? 
All right, break. 

Andrea (01:34:47): 
Thank you for hanging in there. We know this is extensive, but good information that 
we're getting this morning. If you are still tuned in at home, thank you so much. I 
know how difficult that can be for a long period of time to be able to stay engaged. 
So hopefully these little breaks are helping you. 

Andrea (01:35:05): 
I do want to point you back to those at home and those in the room with us. I want to 
point you back to [inaudible 01:35:11] c3.org. Once again, to that blue grace training 
card, if you will click on that, we would love for you to register your attendance for 
this today. If you're doing this live with us for the first time or in the future, we will be 
using these videos more and more. We want you to go in while you're watching and 
register your attendance. As we begin to implement our policies, part of what's going 
to be happening with our policy is the requirement at different levels of participation 
in our church, different things that you're doing. And we'll go into more detail about 
this later, but we will be requiring that these training videos, both the leadership and 
the all adult trainings be watched at certain...] 

Andrea (01:36:00): 
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All adult trainings be watched at certain intervals by certain people. So we would 
really like for you to go ahead and go in now, today at myc3.org, again on that Grace 
Training Card. I know I keep saying that a lot. Just want to make sure you know 
exactly where to go and exactly what to do. Go ahead and click the registration there 
and fill out that registration. I see a lot of people in the room doing that. Good job 
guys. So do that for us and do that at home. We want to make sure that we know 
when you've watched this. Okay. Thanks so much. 

David (01:36:32): 
I'm back. Live mic again. All good? All right. Is everybody still awake? All right, good. 
So in our third session, this is the one that's going to be that full one, because we got 
a lot of information to cover. We're going to talk about offenders, their tactics, how 
they operate within churches, within the Christian community. So what do we really 
know about them, and what can we learn from others like them who've been exposed 
too for their crimes? 

David (01:37:19): 
One of the most common questions that we get asked is, "Why do sex offenders 
become offenders?" And the U.S. Justice Department did this really extensive study 
on the topic of sexual offenders. It was done for over a lot of years. Experts, 
witnesses, having the access that they do to offenders and State and Federal prisons, 
the records, all of that. And they published, as the government often does, a 25 
sentence handle, that's a very long title, Sex Offender Management Assessment and 
Planning Initiative. And it is thorough. Having read this report repeatedly, having been 
in this work for over a decade, and being a survivor of, here's what I can tell you that 
we know and they know. We don't know. It's complex, there isn't one answer. 

David (01:38:24): 
There are a lot of things that make it worse. Adverse conditions, relationships when 
the person is young, will make it worse. Violent pornography will make it worse. 
Problems with self-regulation and impulse control make it worse. Negative attitudes 
towards women make it worse, and predatory behavior. I thought this was something 
very insightful that they published. That predatory behavior is driven by entitlement 
and arrogance, but anyone that tells you they know the exact reason why, isn't being 
truthful with you. And speaking plainly and truthfully, the why? Shouldn't be our 
focus anyway. The why isn't going to help you better protect the children in your life. 
The why isn't going to help you properly respond to those that have been victimized. 

David (01:39:25): 
All that said, here's some things that we do know for certain. We know that sexual 
predators live a double life, and to do that, they depend on deception, secrecy, and 
control. And the Psalmists warned us that an abuser is full of what? Arrogance and 
entitlement. I found it interesting that the study done by the Justice Department used 
those exact words in describing sexual predators. Once again, we can see that 
scripture written thousands of years ago was shedding light on challenges that we 
face today. Jesus warned us that they will come to us in sheep's clothing. The wolf in 
the church will present themselves as a sheep. They will look just like you and me. 
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And the most powerful means of control is the narrative that the wolf spins about 
themselves. So can anybody tell me, where is the wolf in that picture? Anyone? 
Anyone? Bueller? Say that again, Dave? 

Dave (01:40:46): 
It could be anywhere. 

David (01:40:48): 
That's exactly the point. On the outside there's not going to be any difference. 
They're going to look, act, sound just like the rest of us. I'm going to read you a story 
in this case, and it's a true story. We're going to talk about a mother trying to protect 
her son from what turns out to be a sexual predator. And while I'm reading it, I'm 
going to ask some questions after. So while reading, I want you to listen carefully to 
the interactions and be thinking about them. So several years ago, our family was 
befriended by a community acquaintance with whom we shared some extracurricular 
activities. Over time, this man, we'll call him Bob, began paying attention to my two-
year-old son. He'd ask my son for high fives or hugs and offered to take him for walks 
when my son grew antsy at events. 

David (01:41:43): 
At a summer picnic, he asked if he could take my son over to the playground, "So you 
have a chance to visit" he said. I didn't know him very well, so I politely declined. 
From time to time, Bob came by our house with his grandchild, stopping to chat with 
us in the yard. And more than once, he asked if my son could walk to the park with 
the two of them. I always came up with a reason to keep my son at home with me. 

David (01:42:11): 
One day when my second child was just weeks old and my husband was gone to 
work, Bob knocked on the front door. He made small talk, asked me about the baby 
and how I was recovering, or if I needed anything. Then he asked if he could take my 
two-year-old to his house to pick out kids' movies from a collection and bring it back 
to our house. Once more I declined. He persisted despite my reasons, but I stood my 
ground. That evening, I talked to my husband about Bob, explaining that my intuition 
was telling me that something was just off. Bob was just too interested in our son. 

David (01:42:54): 
He had offered too many times to take him off my hands. We didn't have any 
evidence to exclude him, but we agreed to use extra caution when Bob was around 
our kids. "I don't know what it is," I said, "But someday we're going to find out there's 
more going on than what we see." A few months later, Bob's computer was 
malfunctioning and he asked my husband if he could get it operating smoothly again. 
So Bob left his computer at our house and my husband went to work on it in one 
night while the two of us were in the living room. 

David (01:43:26): 
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"Oh no," my husband said, and the look on his face, I'll never forget. I knew 
immediately that my suspicions were confirmed. Bob's computer files were full of 
exploitive child pictures and videos. The computer was turned over to the police, who 
recovered 65 images and seven videos of boys along with online chats, where he had 
solicited photos of boys and girls from other predators. Bob was sentenced to nine 
months in the county jail followed by five years of probation. And he is now back in 
the community as a registered sex offender. What does a mother do with all of this? 
What can a parent take away from an encounter like ours? How do we keep from 
being eaten alive by anger or fear? So how did Bod appear? Helpful, right? 

Speaker 3 (01:44:25): 
Compassionate. 

David (01:44:27): 
Compassionate. You're right. That's exactly how he appeared. And at the same time 
he was calculating, persistent, and predatory. What did Bob try to use to gain access 
to her son? What actual things did he ... Well, I guess you could say that, right? 

Speaker 4 (01:44:56): 
The park. 

David (01:44:56): 
Right. Talking about the park or videos, right? And he was, he was using the 
vulnerability of a tired parent. And notice that he would change tactics. When one 
didn't work, he would go to something different. His ability to gain access was based 
on that deception and secrecy. What defenses served her well? I'm asking y'all. Her 
intuition. Absolutely. In my family, I'm sure many of yours recall that little voice. Right? 
I can't stress this enough. Please pay attention to that little voice. I truly believe that is 
the Holy Spirit giving us discernment. And it's hard folks. It's so very hard to listen 
and heed that. And it's because of how we are wired as Christians. We want to 
believe in the good in others. We need to believe in the good in others. So what 
things can we do? What will actually help better protect our kids. I got five for you. 
There's a whole lot more, but this is just the top five. 

David (01:46:18): 
Listen to your intuition. Take action, even before you know what is fully going on. You 
notice how her and her husband made a decision. They took action even before they 
had all of the facts, but they knew something wasn't right. Talk with someone that is 
trusted. Instead of just getting that feeling and dismissing it, thinking, "I'm just 
imagining things." Talk to someone that you trust about it. Take care with respect to 
isolated situations. The bottom line is, do whatever you have to do to not let them 
happen whenever possible. And you need your persistence to match the persistence 
of someone who tries to disregard your no. Hold to your boundaries, don't let 
somebody wear you down. 

David (01:47:20): 
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We know that this predatory behavior is unsettling, but the Bible gives us a whole lot 
of places to it. And as I said earlier, even with these being God's words, even with 
Christ own words, we still either don't want to believe it when it's someone that we 
know or someone that we think we know. And sometimes we just choose not to 
believe it. Wolves in the church don't look like wolves. I have talked with parents all 
across this country and churches everywhere. And I've even had people tell me, "I can 
tell if someone's a pedophile." It's real. "Really, you need to go work for the police 
department." 

David (01:48:16): 
I had someone tell me, "I would know if something were wrong. My child would tell 
me if something was happening." Folks, if that were truly the case, then why did 
Jesus take the time to expressly warn us? Did Jesus just have some spare time on his 
hands? No, there was always a point to everything in his ministry. And as I said earlier, 
almost 95% of these cases, the wolf is not going to come to you as a stranger, they 
will be a friend, a teacher, a coach. A member of your family, someone that your 
children know trust and love, and they will usually come when you need them the 
most. 

David (01:49:11): 
So this raises the question. I really like this question. Do we have to treat everyone 
with suspicion? We don't give these presentations or teach child safeguarding for the 
purposes of making you think, " Oh my goodness, there's a devil under every rock." 
We are not trying to strike fear and cause paranoia. Those are the tools of evil. Those 
are the tools that are used by people and predators that want to silence victims. 
What we are trying to help do, what we're trying to teach is boundaries. Enabling you 
to pay attention to things that have raised concerns or that cause suspicions so that 
you can take that appropriate action. 

David (01:50:04): 
Red flags, sometimes people will call them, something that just doesn't feel right. 
Listen to that little voice. It is very seldom, is it going to be something, some big, 
huge monumental event right in front of your face. It is almost always nuance and 
paying attention to details. Here's another way to think about it. We teach our kids 
Driver's Ed, right? Rules of the road, even down to, why there's lanes on the road. 
Why do we do that? Is it about being fearful of every driver on the road? Although 
being back in Huntsville for a little while, I mean... 

David (01:50:47): 
I'm kidding. I love being back home in Alabama. It's not about being fearful. It's not 
about teaching our kids to be scared of everyone. It's about awareness while they're 
on the road, right? It's because you are a true caretaker that you teach them to be 
careful, cautious, and deliberate so that when they are on the road, they have the 
best opportunity to be safe. It is the exact same thing with what we're doing here 
today, and what your church is doing with this policy. 

                                                                                                          

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=90Pg9W0ALfoPiIgbb0Py9muornM--UxmcqdJbuhbfKSi9bNqA3cI-F4JdRROZuZTXQyx_y-cLRAM2seVwgCZBWrI58g&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=6496.56
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=0zaWtz2sUsNIxjAD_lGbv2aJ_WNm9hH1QIUSui2D_-KZO342jqXPblXVVDDYrinnWeXB7SvcVhY1Tfwm6IxvoEXyHH0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=6551.32
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=X5M9Wyt42HAnS47s1VEUKCqYzkCa-m9R2Z4b34Mz1MeqXJJ-Qd-ozrcs9AZdwrV9KKTn01xhYIXUrk6PdurdpehD43A&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=6604.74
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=6lIqfpLukuqLZ_c0BTFNXEq-JITbizelVaE-b68LIOXXo5ALIFjxKQpM1d40pc7ObvYuF1Zk2oe2yxobkE2uMBmCjl4&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=6647.69


David (01:51:24): 
Does that make sense? No extremes there? Most offenders will delay deliberately 
established themselves as the kind of person who wouldn't do that sort of thing. How 
many times have y'all heard on the news. Somebody interviews the neighbor, "He was 
always so nice and quiet and helpful, right?" You hear that every single time. It's 
because offenders have learned the usefulness of being useful. Doing the things that 
nobody else wants to do. Just being there when somebody needs them the most. It is 
a finely hone tactic that predators use preying on vulnerabilities of families in 
churches. This is what they do when they are actively grooming. 

David (01:52:19): 
And let's talk about that word for a minute. Grooming, special agent with the FBI, Jim 
Clemente, he spent the vast majority of his career studying and catching sex 
predators. And he said this, "The grooming process is typically aimed at the intended 
child victims and those who are responsible for their wellbeing, as well as the 
community they operate in. Grooming is a constellation of otherwise innocent 
appearing behavior that is to give them ongoing access to children for sexual 
purposes, as well as preventing discovery by others." Remember how I said it's about 
nuance? Look at that last sentence again. A constellation of otherwise innocent 
appearing behavior intended for the purposes of giving them access. 

David (01:53:20): 
What we also know about offenders is that they groom everyone, not just the 
children. Yes, it's about spending time and energy and money to make the child at 
ease. But they're doing this for the parents and the church for them to feel 
comfortable with the relationship. And I can go on with a whole bunch of textbook 
definitions, but let me make this personal so you give everybody at Rehoboth Baptist 
Church thought the world of Frankie Wiley, especially me. Every Bible study, I sat 
right under foot. I wanted to memorize every scripture he taught us. And he drove a 
brand new Camaro and I always got to ride shotgun. He would pick me up first and 
drop me off last. And he was always asking me questions about me. Anybody with a 
teenager knows how that works for them? 

David (01:54:19): 
I rode with him after Sunday morning service, we'd go eat at PO Folks to Western 
Sizzlin after evening service. Tuesday, we would visit newcomer, Wednesday night 
was youth choir. I even got to be a roadie for the Christian band that he was in. And 
when they would travel out of town, I'd help load and unload, help do the tech. 
Eventually I got even as a kid, good enough to do the sound tech job. When the usual 
guy didn't show up and that started happening more often. Whenever there was a 
sleepover at his apartment, all the boys would kind of pile up in the floor. But there 
was always one kid that stayed in the bedroom with Frankie. He even took me to a 
Kansas Doobie Brothers Concert at Six Flags with the people in his adult, Sunday 
School class. I was the only kid there. You talk about making you feel special, making 
you feel accepted by them. 
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David (01:55:14): 
I didn't have my biological dad growing up and Frankie was more than willing to 
accommodate that vacancy. And as a kid, what I loved more than anything was 
spending time at church, was singing with the youth choir was being involved with 
that Christian band. And Frankie used that to groom me, my entire family and all of 
the people at Rehoboth. That's how he won us over. That's how he gained our 
confidence. Me, dozens of churches, hundreds of little boys and thousands of adults. 
Niceness is a decision, it is not a character trait. Being good and kind unfortunately 
can be and are easily masked. And predators use this. 

David (01:56:13): 
Most of us think that we're good judges of character, right? Most of us think we know 
when someone's fibbing with us or pulling our leg, because most people that we 
catch and lie are amateurs at it. But sexual predators are professional liars. They are 
professionals at deception and they use niceness as a tactic to achieve their goal. 
Here's what we also know about predators, within churches, they will exploit the Bible 
trust needs and authority. They will manipulate scripture, they'll misuse the trust 
that's given to them. And they will use their authority all in an effort to maintain 
control, to remain hidden and to keep both the kids and the parents silent. 

David (01:57:15): 
Yes, you are reading that correctly. 93% of child sex offenders are religious. And by 
that I don't mean they just go to church on most Sundays. It means they live 
outwardly in a manner that any of us would say, "Wow, that is a devout God fearing 
person." While it's true that the majority of abusers are men. There are women sexual 
predators. There's a colleague. I know her name's Julie Brand, and she wrote a book 
called, A Mother's Touch. And it talks about the abuse that she had endured by the 
hands of her own mother. And I'm sure that most of us have lived long enough now, 
that have seen news reports where you hear about a female teacher with a student, 
has molested or raped the student. So understand that this crime is committed by 
both genders. And adults aren't the only ones, almost half the time it's another child 
that's committing the offense. 

David (01:58:25): 
Just like lions or cheetahs that seek out the weakest, right? Looking for the 
vulnerable, sexual predators have that same drive. They're looking for that 
vulnerability. Mine was wanting to have the acceptance of a man at least closer to my 
dad's age. Someone that would entertain my ideas and talk to me about music. But it 
was all just a cover. 80% of abuse happens in one-on-one situations. That is why not 
allowing them is our first and best defense. That being said, do not underestimate the 
lengths that predators will go to, to access kids, because a quarter of the time they 
will molest with another adult present. 

David (01:59:18): 
Oftentimes it's not just in close proximity, it's right in front of others. And that isn't 
necessarily to offenders. I use this example that last time where I told about the 
pastor in front of the parents. But with the online, that's probably be a little more 
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challenging. So I'm going to try and explain this, at least, with this stand here. So one 
of the people that we, let me take this. 

David (01:59:53): 
There we go. One of the people that I worked with, Jimmy Hinton, had to turn his 
father in. His father was a pastor for 40 years at a church. And he had ended up with 
a total of countless victims, hundreds of children over decades. And he found out his 
sister was one of those victims and he turned him in. He has since used that time, 
going to prison, acting as if he's on his dad's side, but whole time that he's there, he's 
just learning his techniques so that he can teach us so that we can teach you. And 
Jimmy he's my hero, because he said, "I've walked out of there so many times, and 
I've literally threw up because of what I was hearing." But it's too important. And so 
I'm going to give you an example of how an offender on a Sunday morning molested 
right in front of the parents. 

David (02:00:52): 
So imagine I'm the offender, the pastor, and then two parents come walking up to tell 
me what a great job I did that morning sermon. How much they love this church. And 
their little girl comes running up too. Well, I scoop her and I pull her to the side and 
put my arm around her. And I'm now talking face-to-face with the parents. The child's 
looking too, right? So you get the example. Now I now have my hand just to her back. 
And as we're talking, Jimmy said, "As his dad was talking with the parents, he then 
put his hand underneath the dress and began molesting the girl, and she froze." 

David (02:01:44): 
So imagine this little child who is looking right at her parents and they're smiling and 
they're laughing while this person right next to them is doing this. This is how an 
offender is able to do this right in front. Many of you, I don't know if you know 
Rachael Denhollander. Right, with USA Gym or with gymnastics. And again, it was 
right in front of her mother with simply a cloth being covered up. So, that's the point 
I'm trying to help you to understand. It can happen right in front, and that's why we 
have to be so vigilant. Not to under your hard work here, Dave. All right. Am I good? 
Obviously, the internet has opened up access for offenders who don't have to live 
anywhere near you. 

David (02:02:53): 
But the key to implementing online safety is not just educating your child, but 
maintaining a set of standards for whether it's gaming, game consoles or their cell 
phones, whatever, however they're accessing online. And folks, you got to spend time 
with them. You need to know what your kids or grandkids are interested in. What 
videos do they like to watch? What games do they like to play? What sites do they 
visit? And that will only happen if you spend time doing that, not just glancing as you 
walk by. Because not only is that good bonding time with you and your youngins, but 
it gives you the chance to open up dialogue, non-judgmental dialogue. 
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David (02:03:45): 
I know it's tough because you look at it and you're like, "What am I doing?" But once 
you begin to understand their interest, guess what's going to happen. You'll be able 
to get a better sense if something isn't right. You'll be able to see if they're browsing 
unsafely or if they're putting themselves at risk. Open, honest conversations, not 
monologues, dialogues, it's imperative. And please don't wait until they're teenagers. 
If you have, it's not the end of the world, but you can't afford to wait any longer. 
Today is the day you talk with your children. I said this in the policy meeting, 
someone said, " Well, when do you start?" Well, do you want to know when molesters 
and predators start abusing children? From the day they're born, that's when you 
start. 

David (02:04:46): 
And they will use anything at their disposal. So let's talk about some of those things. 
Things to notice. People who are over eager to be around kids, not just anyone but 
people that maybe don't seem to have any peer relationships. Do they have any adult 
friends or are they constantly surrounding themselves with kids? And are they 
constantly creating opportunities? Now I know a lot of this is pre-COVID, but as we 
move back into the normal or whatever our normal becomes, still apply these things. 
Are they trying to create opportunities to be alone? You'll hear them say things like, 
"Let me give you a hand, take a load off, you're tired." 

David (02:05:37): 
Are they constantly offering unsolicited or do they insist? Do they give special gifts 
or attention? Think about my story, about what I told you, the things he did, the ways 
he behaved to make me feel special. Do they have an entitled attitude? In general, 
yes, but also, and specifically when it comes to the kids. Do they seem like, "These are 
mine?" 

David (02:06:09): 
Do they spend a lot of time around the bathroom or taking, helping trips to the 
bathroom for the younger ones? Because it's easy to explain away, "We were just 
helping the kids." Have you ever heard them asking a child to keep a secret or the 
children talking about keeping a secret. Even so-called innocent ones. What they're 
doing is they're testing you, right? And any deception or manipulation should 
immediately raise a red flag. We talked about this one earlier, the boundaries, they 
don't respect your no, they're insisting. They might even say something like, "You 
know, sleepovers, come on. We're all overwhelmed at times. We all need to rely on 
each other. Well, you know it's the body of Christ." Or they may try and play on pride. 
They'll say you're one of those, "I can do it all my own, right?" Or, "You're a hover-
parent, are you?" These are some of the very things that the man who abused me and 
so many others, he would say those things to the adults in the church. He persuaded 
them convincingly and all of the while using Christian verbiage our lingo, right? Do 
they make unsolicited promises? "I promise, we'll be down at the park and back in 15 
minutes." Is there a lot of touch? Unsolicited touch, unwanted, uncomfortable, 
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inappropriate. Do they always start off a game that has to be touch involved? Do they 
focus all of their attention on one kid or one type of kid? Only boys, only girls, only 
boys of a certain age- 

David (02:08:00): 
Only boys, only girls, only boys of a certain age. Are they more eager to step in when 
it's a single parent than not? I really want you all to think about this one. Are they 
quick to drop the friendships with the kids once the kids get older? That's exactly 
what Wiley did. From age nine to 15, 14, maybe 15, depending on how much the boys 
grew physically, but once a boy started growing up, he no longer paid any attention. 
He was the youth minister and he paid no attention to the girls, unless he was just 
calling them evil temptresses, and I'm not exaggerating. It all makes sense to us now, 
but it didn't back then. When confronted, do they try to create a diversion rather than 
give you a simple logical explanation? 

David (02:09:10): 
Look at their social media. What friends are on there? What pictures do they 
comment, and what are the comments on the pictures? Pay close attention to social 
media and comments. And here's something. Parents think about this one. Listen to 
what the kids talk about. Listen to how they describe the adults. You'd be surprised 
how much truth you will get. So, given all of these examples, I want to emphasize that 
about, don't, try not to make a judgment based solely on these things. Remember 
everything that we talked about, nuance, your instincts, the Holy Spirit, that little 
voice and all of this information, combining all of that together. . 

David (02:10:09): 
That's what that FBI agent meant when he said the constellation, that it is, that that 
very thing. Offenders are going to practice explaining away concerns. They've been 
doing this for years, usually decades. Recognize common distortions and 
manipulations. Sounds like a really confusing things, but it's really not. I'm going to 
give you a very simple example. When you hear these statements and I want you to 
keep in mind, these are actual statements from actual offenders who were ministers. " 
It was a one-time mistake. We had an inappropriate relationship. She came on to me. 
It was consensual." In the case of consensual, it was a seven-year old child. 

David (02:11:20): 
Hear me when I say this. The molestation and rape of children is not an inappropriate 
relationship, and it is not a mistake. It is rape. It is a sin and it is a crime, and we must 
call them what they are. We need to correct our own and other people's misuse and 
abuse of that language that allows offenders to seem like they're not so bad or that's 
not. So, it was just a ... No. It's not an affair. It's not ... Sin, crime, rape. Okay. That's my 
soapbox for the day, but offenders are going to do this. They're going to constantly 
rationalize and minimize and deflect responsibility, right? They're going to blame 
others. They're going to blame the victim. They're going to their wife or their 
husband, and the crazy part is offenders actually view themselves as the victims. 

David (02:12:28): 
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Before the Houston Chronicle articles came out, I told you, we'd been begging for 
years for anyone at either of the conventions to do something about Wiley. And all I 
would hear is, "How can you do this? How can you be saying these things about this 
good man?" He ate it up. He was the poor victim. We now know the truth, and we'll 
never know probably how many victims, because he's not in prison, and the 
convention still doesn't warn its members about him. It is why we need all 
denominations or nondenom, all churches to create together, a database of both 
convicted and incredibly accused offenders. That way you would be able to relay on 
each other as the true body of Christ. Because guess what? Frankie Wiley's at 
another church. Hopefully soon we'll all work together, and hopefully soon all 
churches will be as serious as Summit is. 

David (02:13:43): 
Come on. There we go. So, we're getting ... Here we go with the forgiveness part. I 
said this before, but it bears repeating. Forgiveness. And grace are often used as 
ways to manipulate, to avoid consequence, to avoid accountability, to avoid legal 
entanglements, and most often used folks, is Matthew Chapter 18, and it breaks my 
heart that it's used in this way. It's a scripture that tells us that if someone offends 
that were to go in private or if they're not receptive, then we take a couple of fellow 
Christians. That scripture was never intended to be about a sheep and a Wolf. That's 
about two fellow Christians. It is not, as some would have you believe, the proper 
scriptural way to handle cases of sexual abuse. It is an example of how people with 
bad motives use scripture as a weapon. 

David (02:14:52): 
In addition to that, unfortunately, we have too many examples of churches that, 
they're justifying it under the name of protecting the name of Christ. Remember 
when I said God was big enough to handle, right, me hating him for a while?. Jesus 
doesn't need our protection either. Jesus can handle himself just fine, but who did 
Jesus command us to protect? That type of justification, it is pious, self-protection by 
either predators or their enablers. And forgiveness does not mean reconciliation, nor 
does it mean no accountability. Saying, "I'm sorry," is not a get out of jail free card. At 
least it shouldn't be. 

David (02:15:50): 
So, what do we need to see from abusers? We need to see them take full 
responsibility. No excuses, no minimizations, no rationalizations, no blaming the 
victim, and we need to see in action that they care more for the victim than for 
themselves. For offenders, this is not going to be easy. This is going to be really, really 
difficult. We also need them to accept full consequences and accountability, and that 
means legal ones too. Actions, not words, and it's going to take time. True 
repentance, when it comes to crimes of this nature, does not occur overnight. When 
an abuser is caught and they cry. That's not, that's not repentance. Words are not 
repentance. They can be the beginning of it. 

David (02:16:54): 
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But, for abusers who are, as I've said, are professional liars and have been deceiving 
people for so long, that's not going to be easy. As a matter of fact, if things appear to 
be going easily, smoothly, and very quickly, that is an almost sure sign that you are 
being deceived and manipulated. This should never be about maintaining the 
integrity of an institution, or a minister or anything other than the innocence and the 
lives, and the souls of our children. Jesus was always kind to the vulnerable and 
brutally blunt to any of those who abused power and preyed on the weak. It doesn't 
mean ... don't misunderstand me. 

David (02:17:49): 
It doesn't mean that a sexual predator can't receive grace, but it shouldn't be cheap 
grace. These aren't the words of an angry, resentful victim, I promise you. This is 
simply following scripture and following Jesus's command to us. As a church, we can 
and should stand firmly on that. I think I may have missed that one. No. Here we go. 
Being a part of corporate worship is not the right of someone guilty of this crime. As 
we are doing right now, you can view online. You can do adult small groups. There are 
a lot of ways that someone can view and participate and worship and church 
activities and be a part of the body of Christ. 

David (02:18:54): 
But, we even have some churches that think that supervision is enough. All that 
usually does is tell the rest of the church that in spite of everything that's happened, 
well, this predator is now safe. They're okay. Don't worry. Nothing to see here. That's 
not following our savior's commands folks. That's human pride trying to protect 
either a church or the reputation of a person or just thinking, as a human, I can, we 
can handle this, without caring for the soul of the child. We must insist that our 
church leaders tell us that if there are any known sex offenders or if there are any 
credibly accused, because how can we hope to have any success in protecting our 
kids if we don't know who they are? 

David (02:19:48): 
What does it tell you about a church if they're trying to keep that information from 
you? So, I told you that one's a little bit longer and it had a whole, a little bit more. So, 
I appreciate you guys hanging in there with me on that. We just got one more. Do you 
want to take a little extra time on this one? Just 15, or just do another 10 minutes? 10 
minutes. All right. It is quarter til. Five til. Meet me back. 

Andrea (02:20:19): 
Okay, everyone. We're going to get started back. If you'll start moving to your seats, 
this is our last segment. So, I want to remind you one more time about mysc3.org, to 
go there, to register. Also, if you have any final questions, we'll take those for the next 
few minutes to answer today, but you can continue to send those questions in 
whether you're watching live today or watching in the future. That email address will 
stay active and we will continue to respond to those emails as they come in. So, that's 
not just for today. That is move moving forward as well. I did want to mention a 
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couple of things that I was thinking as David was teaching us today. Matt and I's 
desire is always to come alongside you as parents and equip you. So, I do want you to 
know that we are working on putting together training for our kids and for our 
students. We're training adults today. 

Andrea (02:21:16): 
But we also want to give you resources for that, and we want to resource our 
children, because we don't want just adults to know, but we want kids to know what 
is safe, what is okay? What is not okay? So, we are working towards that, and those 
things will be available in the days to come. Right now, if you have a child that is in 
preschool, early elementary, Sarah posted a resource to the Summit Kids. Social 
media, just yesterday, a book that we are really going to encourage you to read with 
your kids called God Made All of Me. So, there's a resource right there. We want to 
keep encouraging you that you are not in this alone. 

Andrea (02:21:56): 
We are in this together as a church family. It's so important that every single one of us 
are educated, are aware and are vigilant. So, we are in this together. We are going to 
continue to come alongside you, talk to your kids, talk to your students, reach out to 
us if we can help you anyway. So, this is our last one. I'm going to turn it back over to 
David. Thanks. 

David (02:22:17): 
Thank you so much. Did I get it? There we go. All right. Thank you all for hanging in 
there. I do, I hope you know, I mean it. I am sincere. I do appreciate you all so very 
much. We have covered a lot of ground today, and as I said, that last one's the 
longest one. So, much appreciated. We've gone over facts and myths, and we've 
talked about the impact. We've addressed offenders, their tactics, how to respond. 
So, what now? What do we do with all this mess? Right? What can you do as 
individual, as a Christian, as a body of believers? We protect what we value, don't we? 
Don't we do everything in our power to protect what's important to us, whether it's 
locks on our doors or security systems and firearms in our homes or passwords on 
our computers and phones? So, if that's the case and that's true, then what greater 
lengths should we go to protect our children? To answer this, we go where we should 
always go. 

David (02:23:44): 
Our example of Christ. People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place 
his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant, and he said to them, "Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 
them for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these." This was a time in civilization 
where children were not valued as much as a goat. Jesus said that the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these. Your children matter to you and you value them. You 
being here, you watching online, shows that. So, how do we take all of this 
information and learn how to fit it into a plan? How do we learn our role in prevention 
and response? 
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David (02:24:41): 
As my granddaddy always taught me, son, start from the start. So, that's what we're 
going to do. Know your policy. How many times have you heard us use that word, and 
have you heard me brag a on it? There's a reason. I can hear the anticipation. You're 
anxiously waiting to read a policy, aren't you? I know. I know. Nobody likes to read 
policies, but it's going to be vital. It's going to be essential for the protection of the 
children in this church. Abusers are going to test boundaries, and the only way you as 
a church body can know what those boundaries are, is to read the policy, review it as 
you update it and trust, because you can know it has been built on how offenders 
operate. 

David (02:25:39): 
You also need to trust that your leadership is going to back you up, because they will. 
That being said, a good policy and a church that has read it, still isn't enough. Part of 
the role you will all play will be to take action, and believe it or not taking action can 
be the challenging part. If you see someone violate the policy, you may be the only 
person that sees it. So, if you don't speak up, then who will? Because believe me 
when I tell you, when I say the predators are going to test you, they're going to read 
the policy. They're going to know it front to back, inside and out, and then they're 
going to see if you know what the policy is. Even if you do, they're going to see if 
you'll actually do something about it, and then they're going to test you again. 
Remember, the story about the mom, how he kept trying different ways. 

David (02:26:42): 
Remember how we talk about predators being professionals, being persistent, the 
length that they will go to. So, what links are we willing to go to, to protect our young 
ones? So, how, and when? This is more than a see something, say something. This is a 
see something, do something. Another way to think of it. You see someone violation 
something of the policy, whatever it is, and they say, "I'm sorry, it was a mistake. I 
forgot. We just are learning. It was just this once. This won't happen again." So, you 
don't say anything. Well, maybe you were the only one that saw something. What if 
you were, and you did nothing, or what if you were the 10th person to see them do 
the same thing, and you were told the same thing as the previous nine were. "It was a 
mistake. It was the first time." Speaking up can be difficult. I'm not going to lie to you. 

David (02:27:48): 
It can be challenging, but we are the adults. We need to have the courage. If you see 
something or hear something, do something. Report it to the police. Report to child 
protective services. Let your pastor know, but let law enforcement and the other 
professionals do their job. Do that. That's the way that no one will slip through the 
cracks. Do that, and your children will stay safer. So, we'll go over some real-life 
examples here. These are actual examples from actual churches. It's not just 
hypothetical here. A youth volunteer comments on youth's developing bodies, or is 
sharing about his or her sex life. A volunteer or patient is touching a child or youth in 
a way they clearly aren't comfortable with, or even after the child or an adult asks 
them to stop. 

                                                                                                          

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=DCCzGw3Kt17P6b0edJAeD_hH18t3ovVZao1GFmdLH5kmCZBkKazC7bL-e0YqNRYeToqXso8AzmIBfmVdfwxERMn6WU0&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=8681.21
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=_qm1myA4tjqSFuwcJxKKWB0p6JV40TiPhz5bHOgSTJrs01fMH9LUzfpkOXYeqDaFi7WOC1a0Jvz7SbcudLw0QVBaHjs&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=8739.12
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=-BkVElvRC9a9_YBLZBVnacBDPc28atJeE7KcpZN2eyNzV3txwSiXLDKOhTHt0l5fihG_kZRR6nJWUg612fR7SgCBzCc&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=8802.64
https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=-Cj_4KTi5lH-z6ZySxvd9r9CvIXcXEBsJOvjF7AdYeCm6S0LEmjgmUYipkqodt4wIhoeMrEL346z39seIzDZLv473Fk&loadFrom=DocumentDeeplink&ts=8868.02


David (02:28:49): 
A volunteer is fixated on a particular child in a way that makes you uncomfortable. A 
staff member has been texting or meeting up with a youth outside the church or 
parish without a parent's knowledge. An adult or teen brushes up against a child or 
youth in a concerning way. An adult persistently asks you about babysitting or 
sleepovers after you have repeatedly said, "no." They're always hanging out in the 
bathroom ,kids area or isolated area for no reason. You find someone alone with the 
child. They seek to isolate the child. They're always tickling the kids or inappropriate 
touch. That last one, any policy violation. Again, the only way you can know that is to 
have read, and let me say this so that you'll know. They're not going to be handing 
you a Webster's unabridged dictionary. 

David (02:29:53): 
It's, it is a very manageable couple of dozen pages of extremely important 
information. But, like I said, all of these are real life examples. Don't, and in each and 
every case of those, they needed to be reported to law enforcement. Each and every 
case. Don't wait to find out through the grapevine if that person is okay or not, and 
don't wait to know if someone else said something or not. Contact law enforcement. 
Contact child protective services and let your pastor know. That is the order of events 
that should take place, and no matter what it is, what it is that you see or hear, please 
never dismiss any of it, and never dismiss any of it for these, not least of all these, not 
because someone's reputation, not because of their position, your relationship with 
them, how charming or nice they may be, their spirituality, or simply based on their 
explanation alone. 

David (02:31:03): 
There we go. Your pastors and your leadership brought GRACE here today to provide 
this information because they care for you, because they love you and they love your 
children. I can tell you, because I worked with them long enough to know, and you've 
known them longer than me, they will support you. One of the books that Andrea 
mentioned is one of the ways that we encourage you to, with the younger children. 
There's a lot of age-appropriate material out there, but if you've got little one, either/
and or both of these and using these types are, are great because they empower 
your younger ones. It's one of the key ways that you can minimize opportunities for 
abuse. 

David (02:32:05): 
It's simply by sitting down, sitting beside them, reading a book, being honest with 
them. One of the presentations I give is how to talk with your kids about sexual 
abuse, and the very first thing that I say is start young. You cannot start young 
enough. A wise man taught me something a long time ago. He said, "If a child is old 
enough to ask the question, they're old enough to get the truth. The child is old 
enough to ask the question, they're old enough to get the truth." You remember 
when we went over offenders with a religious background? I don't remember if I 
shared this part with you, but on average, sexual offenders that are ministers have the 
most victims and the youngest victims. That's why we have to take this education of 
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our children a step further. We need to begin educating them even before they ask 
the question. 

David (02:33:07): 
This isn't about sex education. My generation, the old black and white videos and 
sitting in PE and going to sleep. This is about teaching our children that God made 
their body, and it is theirs and is nothing to be ashamed of, and no one is to touch 
them. They have the right to say "No." So, how else do we talk to them? We got a 
couple other things. We need to teach them the difference between a secret and a 
surprise. It may not seem like a big deal, but not understanding the difference is one 
of the ways that offenders keep children quiet, without you or the child even knowing 
it. Good touch, bad touch. Has anybody ever heard of that? 

David (02:33:52): 
The truth is, our experts say it is not the best language, and I can personally attest to 
how confusing, because sometimes a bad touch feels good, and that is tremendously 
confusing for a child. Also, for little ones, a bad touch makes them feel as they're the 
ones that are bad. So, for young kids, we do not recommend using that type of 
language. You must kiss, hug relatives. I know, I know. We're southerners particularly, 
and I grew up in a very touchy, feely house. This is a tough one, because it's innocent, 
right? This is family. We're done. The problem is this. You've spent all of this time, 
teaching your child, it's your body. You can say, "No." No one has the right to make 
you feel uncomfortable. 

David (02:34:51): 
Then, just like that, you've totally destroyed everything you were trying to establish 
by pushing over to Aunt Susie. " Go on. Give her a big hug and kiss," and they're 
pulling away because they don't want to, and everybody's laughing and it's cute. But 
think about what's actually just happened. You've destroyed everything you were 
trying to build up, and you've sent that child a mixed message. Aunt Susie will be fine 
to get a hug and kiss when little Jimmy or Johnny's ready to. Right? Confusing names 
for body parts. Please, please, please teach your children the proper names for their 
anatomy. It's not a wee-wee or a hoo-hoo or a hee-hee or a ha-ha. It is a penis. It is a 
vagina. They are breasts. 

David (02:35:50): 
When children know the proper names and don't feel uncomfortable calling them, 
because you've taught them not to feel silly or uncomfortable, guess what you've 
done? You have reduced their chances a thousand-fold, because you have 
empowered your child with knowledge and with truth. And because they don't, won't 
feel uncomfortable calling their body parts by their proper name, the predator can't 
make them feel uncomfortable or be silent or ashamed. You've taken control and 
power away from the predator, and you've put it right in the hands of your child. If we 
are too embarrassed to call body parts, if we are too embarrassed to teach our kids, 
then guess what? Our kids are going to be too scared to say anything. 

David (02:36:45): 
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The last one is exactly what it means. Abstract rather than concrete. We need to give 
younger kids concrete examples. They are concrete thinkers. So, things like a safety 
zone, that's a little kind of vague. It doesn't really work. The bottom line, there's no 
work-arounds when to talking with your kids. With older kids, obviously, 
conversations are going to be a little bit different. Again, we're not talking about 
traditional sex education, but we are talking about having detailed conversations. 
Like I said earlier, dialogue, not monologues. Explain to them the difference between 
coercion and consent. They also need to know the difference between sin and those 
being sinned against. Take all the lessons that we've gone over, the slides, the 
information that you're going to get within the policy. Teach them what grooming 
behavior is, what it is, and how offenders use it. 

David (02:37:54): 
These are all, and then all of the ways of online safety. There is a ton of stuff for that. 
But above of all, remind them that no matter what, if something were to happen, it is 
not their fault. You can always contact me. The leadership's got my phone, email. If 
you've got questions, the GRACE website has some ridiculously good resources on it. 
There's books available. Folks, the resources are out there. All you have to do is say, 
"Help me." So, beyond talking with your kids, how are you as parents living that 
example? What safeguards do you have in place, and maybe more importantly, what 
safeguards do you demand of those who care for your children? Coaches, 
pediatricians, babysitters. We need to insist on more than just background checks. 
Training, too deep supervision, very clear boundaries. Background checks aren't 
enough. Why? There you go. Thank you all for paying attention. It makes me feel 
good. 

David (02:39:21): 
Ask the people that work with your children, do you have a written policy? Your 
physicians, the sports teams, do you have a written policy? Do you train your staff like 
your church is doing? Do they have any abuse education? If not, then I would either 
be the one to help them get it started, or look somewhere else that does. Ask those 
hard questions. Screen them. If you don't, as the parent, who will? The director of our 
program, he's a Presbyterian pastor and he shared with us some of these guidelines. 
You don't have to worry about getting these down. I'm- 

David (02:40:00): 
... shared with us some of these guidelines. You don't have to worry about getting 
these down. I'll copy an email to Andrea, but I just want to give you some examples of 
stuff. These are the general guidelines for babysitting for the Sloans. It's two-pages 
long, I mean, serious business, but what a great idea. "While we are gone and the 
children are awake, no one should be on the internet with following exceptions," they 
give these examples. "Do not take or post pictures or video of our children on the 
internet or post that you are babysitting for us tonight. We play with open doors. If 
two people are in the room together, the door needs be open. We expect our children 
to treat you respectfully and for you to treat," I mean, it's just this great list of stuff. It 
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gives you an idea of, "Hey, yeah. Absolutely. It's not just about who is taking care of in 
this situation, but I need to be doing this in every situation." 

David (02:41:06): 
Because, everybody is against abuse on paper. It's easy to say, "I would do anything 
to protect a child," but would we really? John 10, most of us know as the good 
shepherd story. Jesus tells us how the shepherd would lay down his life for his sheep, 
but he also mentioned the hired hands. Does anybody remember what the hired 
hands do when trouble comes? They take off running. They abandon the sheep. The 
sheep end up scattered and slaughtered. That's because they're hired hands. They 
don't have any vested interests. They have no actual value to them. 

David (02:41:46): 
If we're really serious about protecting children, all children, then we must understand 
there's going to be tough times ahead. There will be instances where a policy will be 
violated. We will have to make a decision that we hear something or something 
doesn't feel right and because now we've been made aware what the Holy Spirit, 
praise God, we now can think about these things. It's to our attention, I'm going to 
have to make that decision. We're going to go over some of those tough questions in 
a minute, but in the end, it boils down to what value do the children in your 
community have to you? Not just your kids and grandkids, but this whole church, 
your whole neighborhood, Huntsville, Alabama. 

David (02:42:34): 
It leads us to a very important distinction, the distinction between child protection 
and risk management. Understand that what I'm about to say is not meant as anti-
lawyer, because as I have told you, our founder, Boz is an attorney, was a state 
prosecutor. Full disclosure, he's not just a colleague, but he's one of my best friends, 
but he knows and believes what I'm about to tell you. Most churches have gotten into 
more trouble by following the guide of the church attorney, whether it's the Roman 
Catholic, the Southern Baptist current troubles, Penn State, all of those. You aren't 
protecting children if you leave out safeguards. When we leave those out, that's how 
we expose the kids to danger. 

David (02:43:28): 
In reality, it actually raises the chances that an organization or church would get sued 
if you don't have the strong safeguards like y'all are establishing. If any one of those 
institutions had stopped listening to an institutional lawyer, had stopped covering up 
the sexual abuse that was occurring, if they hadn't been so concerned about risk 
management and simply followed the words of Christ, they wouldn't be in the 
situation they are now. Part of the reason why sexual abuse, and other forms of 
abuse, remain in the darkness is for victims, and it's for understandable reasons, they 
don't want to talk about it. That's part of why it's underreported. Although we've 
made some really big steps as a society with certain things, victims of sexual abuse, 
and abuse among those with disabilities, still remains vastly underreported. 
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David (02:44:39): 
Here is who and how out to contact in Huntsville. Did this come out in the printouts 
pretty well for y'all? Okay, good. All right. Then I'm going to do this for the folks 
viewing online. You will be able to see the link at the bottom. I'll give a little bit of 
time for people to kind of do some little clickety clack, clickety clack. But obviously, 
you can call 911. Then every local police department has got a non-911 number that 
you can call to reach an investigator. There's the number there. The Special Crimes 
number is there. But when you get to that website, and it will say, "Click report abuse 
and neglect link," when you do that, it will go to this page. 

David (02:45:34): 
At the top of that page, you will see there will be a place to click county contact 
information. You click on that and it will take you to this page. Then voila, it allows 
you to select any county. You'll see it's got names, numbers, hours, everything. 
Because when you report, most every state is set up this way, you have to report to 
the county where the crime occurred. Even though someone maybe is telling you 
here, it may have happened in Coffee County or wherever. Just make sure you do 
that. Everybody got all that? I think I've probably given everybody online time to do 
that. Plus, we'll go back. They'll have time for it anyway. All right. Both in Romans and 
1 Peter, scripture tells us that we are to submit ourselves to the governing authorities 
and laws. By doing that, what we're doing is we are saying that there is no authority 
except that which God has established, right? To report the crime of abuse is to obey 
God. Whether you're a mandated reporter or not, it is our responsibility as Christians 
to report. As a matter of fact, many of those legally required to do so, fail to do so. 
60% of the time, mandated reporters don't report. What we do know for a fact is that 
abuse rarely, if ever, stops without being reported. 

David (02:47:25): 
What are some of our questions? Why shouldn't a church do its own investigation 
before reporting to make sure that abuse has taken place? Why is that? Well, first off, 
you would be following what your church has already established as policy in the 
Summit Kids Policy Handbook, I think is what it's called. It reads as follows, "It is not 
the responsibility of the reporter to substantiate any allegations or suspicions. Rather, 
we are responsible to comply and to cooperate fully with child protective and law 
enforcement." I was blown away. I was so encouraged when I saw that your policy 
team was already ahead of the curve on that. 

David (02:48:18): 
Why do you already have that established? Well, the first is because churches simply 
don't have the training needed to make these determinations. Churches are not 
trained to handle physical evidence. Churches are not trained to conduct forensic 
interviews. Secondly, there's a desire, in many cases, to protect the institution or an 
individual so you end up reports not being filed. As we've said, that silence is what 
perpetuates abuse. 

David (02:48:55): 
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In many states, of which Alabama is one, not telling the police is a crime. Not 
reporting makes the person who was told or saw, and the church, if that's where it 
was, legally liable and subject to prosecution. Churches are not independent. 
Remember, we talked about them being groomed. It's not just the child or the parent, 
it's the whole community has been groomed. There's no way to be impartial about it. 

David (02:49:28): 
What if you're not sure? You are not accusing someone of abuse when you make a 
report. Let me say that again. You are not accusing someone when you make a 
report. You are simply giving essential, vital information to a professional who is 
trained to investigate. When in doubt, report. If you have a doubt, reach out to us at 
Grace. That's what we're here for. We are your partner in this. This isn't just a one and 
done, "Okay, bye-bye. I'm gone." No. I've told this to your leadership team repeatedly. 
This is a relationship. As long as God keeps air in these lungs, you got me. As long as 
grace exists, you have them. 

David (02:50:28): 
Or you might ask this question, this is another one we get, what if I do have a 
suspicion, but no proof? Well, guess what? 90% of confirmed cases start off with no 
proof whatsoever, 90%. It's always a child coming forward, or an adult survivor telling 
something that happened to them years before, or someone getting that feeling or 
seeing something that just didn't seem right. That's how most confirmed cases of 
abuse end up being confirmed. 

David (02:51:02): 
Won't this ruin the perpetrator's life forever? No. Real simple, we are never offered 
grace apart from repentance, right? If we think this will ruin a perpetrator's life, then 
we are buying into their deception. That is a very dangerous position for the victim 
and for other vulnerable children. 

David (02:51:38): 
You can absolutely not get in trouble for being wrong. The law protects you. Most of 
the time, you can report anonymously. Remember, it's if you don't report that there 
could be consequences. 

David (02:51:58): 
What about when to report? I don't know. There we go. When you witness or when 
you discover, when someone discloses to you and when you have a reasonable 
suspicion, pretty self-explanatory, right? If you witness, meaning you've found 
something, whether it's child-exploitive video or images or you see something 
firsthand or you discovers sexually suggestive texts on a phone. These are just some 
examples, but obviously there's an unlimited amount of ways that somebody could 
disclose to you. "I'm scared to go home because mom or dad hits me." A teen tells 
you that their friend told them. 

David (02:52:56): 
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Reasonable suspicions, most of the time, you are not going to see it with your own 
eyes. Most of the time, it will be something secondhand, but on occasion, you will see 
a suspicious bruise or a pattern bruise or defensive wounds. Again, these are just 
examples because I simply couldn't put down all of the ones that are. But if a teen is 
spending time tutoring, but their grades are dropping, you discover some intimate 
chat. A five-year old who demonstrates knowledge of oral sex, these are things that 
give you a reasonable suspicion. 

David (02:53:40): 
Once you've reported, it is equally important to follow up with these. Cooperate fully, 
consider the very likely possibility that there are other victims and take protective 
measures. Remember, we said rarely, if ever, is there only one victim. Defend the 
vulnerable. It's not about the institution. It's not about reputations. It's about the child 
or the adult victim that's come forward later. Support the victim in court. I can't tell 
you how many times Boz said he would be prosecuting a case and an entire church 
would be sitting behind the person who's about to be sentenced and not one person 
from the church would be behind the victim. That's unacceptable, folks, as Christians. 
That's unacceptable. 

David (02:54:38): 
Remember this key too, unfounded does not mean innocent. Does everybody 
understand what that means? Should I go back? Should I ... all right. Just because 
there isn't enough physical evidence to charge or be found guilty, doesn't mean the 
person's innocent. I give you Frankie Wiley. I don't have any physical evidence to give 
you and he's outside the statute of limitation law so he walks free, but it doesn't 
change the fact that he is not innocent of raping dozens of [bull 02:55:16] boys. 
There's a big difference between unfounded and innocent. 

David (02:55:26): 
Our rational, logical brain may not always understand how or why a victim discloses. 
Know that everything you see there is normal disclosure behavior. They may not, or it 
may be delayed. I didn't tell anybody for 25 years. They might tell you just a part or 
even accidentally. When your child runs in and they're telling you something and 
they're so excited, then about halfway through it, they realize, "Oh, I didn't mean to 
tell them I ate that cookie." It can be that kind of an accidental thing. 

David (02:56:03): 
Their story may sound unconvincing to you, or when faced with the reality of losing a 
parent or a caregiver, they will even recant. These are all normal ways that victims 
disclose abuse. If they do, if they are able to talk to you, remember what we've said 
over and over again, "I believe you. This isn't your fault." 

David (02:56:40): 
Please don't respond with these. I know we've kind of gone some over these so I 
won't go ahead. Before I do that, you know what? That, "I wish you had told me 
sooner," or, "Did you just," that sounds like disbelief. It sounds like either you don't 
believe them or you are doubting. The problem with that is you can end up doing 
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even more harm. That's our key. It's as simple as that being broken down for all of this 
today, believe and support. 

David (02:57:28): 
Unfortunately, we hear stories just about every day. It's hard not to change the 
channel, but don't. Listen to the different stories because in their stories, you can 
learn of other ways to minimize the opportunity for the children that are in your life. 
Don't forget how we started off today, right? Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me. In humility, count others more significant than me." We have 
an amazing God. It is up to us. He told us to be wise as serpents and innocent as 
doves. It takes all of this, folks. Leaving out any of the parts, those gaps. That's where 
offenders live. That's where predators sow. 

David (02:58:25): 
I have three more things to say. Take care of each other. Take care of yourselves. Take 
care of your youngins. Thank y’all. 

Matt (02:58:50): 
Thank you, David. Throughout this process, we have gotten a question we'd like to 
ask you. It's in regards to what you're sharing here towards the end and how to 
respond to a victim. 

David (02:59:04): 
Fire away. 

Matt (02:59:06): 
They were sharing in their question that they have firsthand experience of some 
friends who a victim just disclosed the information to their family. They went through 
the process of responding in a proper way and getting counseling for the person. 
They discovered, just looking back, that the person was really re-victimized through 
the process. Could you shed some light maybe on what a victim goes through 
through that process, and also just from your wisdom in regards to long-term support 
and care, how can we come alongside them well? 

Matt (02:59:42): 
I do want to say within the policy and our team that Abe mentioned in the beginning, 
our heart, and this is the first step of it, is to educate everyone in our church body, to 
equip them and to come alongside. That's very much something we want to do, but 
we'd love to hear from your perspective how we could shed light on that. 

David (03:00:02): 
That's one of the reasons why we say if a child comes to you and discloses, don't 
then ask them, "Well, what happened?" Because what's going to happen is they're 
going to have to tell that story to a detective. Then they're going to have to tell that 
story to a child forensic interviewer. Then they're going to have to tell that story to a 
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district attorney. There will be a number of times that that child is going to have to 
relive and be re-traumatized simply in the pursuit of justice. There's no way around it. 

David (03:00:41): 
That's why, one, by asking too many questions or asking them in the wrong way, we 
can end up confusing the child, getting them turned around, maybe doubting 
themselves. Just take what they say, believe, report, let those professionals do the 
job. Then support through trauma-informed care. If it's an older adult and there's a 
support group available, there are a lot of other ways and means to be supportive. 
Guess where it's going to be, folks? Guess where you can learn all about it? 
Somebody's got the answer, come on, in your policy. 

Matt (03:01:33): 
That's our intention. As we continue to work on this policy is to be of help to 
everyone in that, and again, to educate and equip everybody as a church family. 

Matt (03:01:45): 
David, thank you so much for taking time to be here. 

David (03:01:48): 
Thank you, brother. 

Matt (03:01:48): 
It was such a joy to have you. Every second of you being here, this is the second time 
now, is worth it. Thank you all for being here in person on a Saturday morning for 
four-ish hours of your time. 

David (03:02:02): 
I think Abe's got something for you. 

Matt (03:02:03): 
Yes, I'm aware. It's so worth it. Everybody here that's on a live stream, you guys taking 
time to be here. If you're watching on the recording, this is worth your time. We thank 
you for tuning into that. If you are watching the recording or you're watching right 
now, gracetraining@summitcrossing.org. Even though you may not have a question 
on the spot, if you have any questions throughout the process, please send 
something on there. Abe's going to come up and wrap up our time. 

Dave (03:02:34): 
Thanks, Matt. We have mentioned multiple times that by God's grace we're not aware 
of anything that's happened in our church family. That's not what's precipitating this. 
That's totally true. We're being proactive. Praise the Lord for that. We're thankful that 
the Holy Spirit's led us down this path and that we've gotten a partner with Grace. 
Having said that, we want to encourage reporting. There's not this pristine reputation 
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that anyone in our church would sort of ruin if something happened last week or last 
month or last year, 10 years ago, that has never been talked about. We want to 
encourage that, if needed. 

Dave (03:03:27): 
Just a few pages back from the end, there's three cases in which you would call the 
police directly. That's if you're a witness or someone who discovers abuse, if there's a 
disclosure of abuse or reasonable suspicion. I want to underscore something David 
said earlier. If you're not sure what to do, and maybe there's even a concern with 
church leadership or you don't want to get Grace's information through us because 
you don't want to alert us to something, that's fine, honestly. Contact them directly. 
You can Google Grace. You can call them up. His name is David Pittman, okay? You 
don't even have to come through us to get to him. 

David (03:04:13): 
[I'm not going anywhere. 03:04:13] 

Dave (03:04:13): 
You can go straight to them and tell them what's going on and they'll counsel you, 
okay? This is how serious we are about this, that our greatest concern is not for the 
reputation of Summit Crossing. Our greatest concern is for the protection of the 
vulnerable, for the oppressed, for the marginalized, for anyone who's been a victim of 
abuse because that is truly how the kingdom of Christ advances from the 
neighborhoods to the nations. I want to end with that today to say we're wide open 
to any reporting that might need to happen. If that day ever comes, will it be messy? 
Yes, but it's worth it for the sake of everyone's health and transformation. 

Abe (03:05:06): 
Brother, thank you again. I'd love to end with some prayer and send us out. 

Abe (03:05:17): 
Jesus, we are so grateful that you're a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
We're so grateful that you bear the scars of suffering. We are wounded and scarred 
people. You have been wounded and scarred for us in our place and as a sympathetic 
high priest, one who's filled with compassion for those who suffer. Fill us, Jesus, with 
your compassion, for those who are suffering. 

Abe (03:05:53): 
Jesus, I pray you would protect David through the rest of the day and tonight from 
any schemes of the enemy that might come against him as he's just poured himself 
out for us. Please fill him, encourage him, strengthen him, give him deep rest in you, 
Jesus. Thank you for this church. Thank you for 17 years of unbelievable grace. We're 
so grateful to you. Please guide us forward in the future. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, may we be a church that protects the vulnerable and cares well for those who 
have been victimized and who are survivors. 
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Abe (03:06:39): 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. Thanks for tuning in. 
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