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WELCOME LETTER 
 
Dear Parents and Students,  
 
We are excited to have your family be a part of Summit Students. This 
handbook is to help us be on the same page regarding our conduct and 
safety policies. While this is a comprehensive look at the framework of 
Summit Students, it is not an exhaustive resource on every issue that may 
arise as we are in community together.  
 
The primary goal for Summit Students is to engage 6th - 12th grade 
students in discipleship relationships for God's glory. We believe that God is 
Himself community, that He has made us for community, and that He has 
commanded and placed us here to love Him and love others. Therefore, we 
desire to create environments that foster community.  
 
We desire for students to be the church as they trust and follow Jesus. We 
hope to come alongside you and your family as we point each other to the 
author and sustainer of our faith, Jesus.  
 
I hope this handbook helps us walk together.  
 
Blessings, 
 
Matt Herring  
Director of Student Discipleship  
(256) 653-4441  
mherring@summitcrossing.org  
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WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

DOCTRINE OF GOD  
 
We believe in one God eternally existing as one essence and three distinct persons: God the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. Each person is fully, equally and eternally God, 
yet there is one God. Each person has precisely the same nature and attributes and is worthy 
of precisely the same worship, honor and praise. The entire Christian faith is bound together 
with the confession of God’s Trinitarian nature (Matt. 28:18-20).  
We believe in God the Father, the Creator of heaven and earth. We believe in the Son, God 
from God, eternally begotten but not made, who in history assumed to Himself a human 
nature for the sake of our salvation (John 1:14; Heb. 1:3). He is fully God and fully man. Through 
Him all things came into being and were created. He was before all things, and in Him, all 
things hold together by the word of His power (Col.1:15-20). He suffered, died, was buried, 
resurrected, ascended and sits at the right hand of the Father until He returns for the final 
judgment and consummation of the Kingdom. We believe in the Holy Spirit who eternally 
proceeds from the Father and the Son and is sent by the Father and Son to give new life 
(John 15:26-27). The Holy Spirit unites believers to Jesus Christ in faith, brings about the new 
birth and dwells within the regenerate (Eph. 1:13-14). The Holy Spirit has come to glorify the 
Son who, in turn, came to glorify the Father. He will lead the Church into a right 
understanding and rich application of the truth of God’s Word. He is to be respected, honored 
and worshiped as God, the third person of the Trinity.  
The triune God, Father, Son and Spirit, is the Creator of all things, visible and invisible. As the 
immortal and eternal Creator, He sovereignly rules over all of His creation (Ps. 24:1).  
 

DOCTRINE OF REVELATION  
 
God has made Himself known to the world in Jesus Christ, the Scriptures and creation.  
We believe that God has made Himself known to His creation. He has revealed Himself to us 
in His Son, the incarnate Word (Heb.1:1-2), in Scripture, the inspired Word (2 Tim. 3:16), and in 
creation (Ps. 8; Rom. 1:20)  
We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the perfect revelation of who God is. Jesus 
Christ is the “image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15), “the exact imprint of his nature” (Heb. 1:3) 
and a perfect reflection of God the Father (John 5:19).  
We believe the Scriptures, the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, are the inspired 
Word of God and are therefore without error in their original writings. These writings alone 
constitute the verbally inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative and free from error. 
The Scripture is sufficient for all that God requires for us to believe and do and is therefore to 
be believed, as God’s instruction, in all that it teaches; obeyed, as God’s command, in all that it 
requires; and trusted, as God’s pledge, in all that it promises (Is. 40:6-8). As God’s people hear, 
believe and obey the Word, they are equipped as disciples of Christ and witnesses to the 
gospel (Rom. 10:14-17). 
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DOCTRINE OF INERRANCY  
 
The Bible, being God’s inspired and authoritative Word, is God’s witness of Himself to 
humanity. It is therefore free from falsehood and error. We confess that when all the facts are 
known, and when the Bible is properly interpreted, the original autographs of the Bible will 
be shown to be completely true in all that they affirm.  
 
DOCTRINE OF CREATION AND PROVIDENCE  
 
We believe that God created the world from nothing and governs all things at all times in all 
places.  
God created the whole world from nothing (Gen. 1:1-2; Ps. 24:1). God’s creative work is the 
overflow of the love present within the Trinitarian fellowship. Creation, according to the 
design of God, was good (Gen. 1:3-31).  
God does not let the world exist; He makes the world exist. He upholds the universe by the 
word of His power, and He holds the world together in himself (Col. 1:17).  
 
DOCTRINE OF HUMANITY  
 
We believe that all humanity is created in the image of God, and possess intrinsic dignity and 
worth.  
God made humanity—male and female—in His own image (Gen. 1:27-30). Set apart as His 
image bearers, every human being is sacred. All men and all women, bearing the image of 
God, are meant to represent God in His creation (1 Cor. 10:31). God declares the created order 
to be very good, distinguishing men and women as His agents to care for, manage and 
govern over it. They enjoy equal access to God by faith in Christ Jesus and are both called to 
move beyond passive self-indulgence to significant private and public engagement in family, 
church and civic life. Adam and Eve were made to complement each other in a one-flesh 
union in the covenant of marriage that establishes the only God-ordained pattern of sexual 
relations for men and women. In God’s wise purposes, men and women are not simply 
interchangeable, but rather they complement each other in mutually enriching ways.  
Men and women are absolutely equal in essence, dignity and value but are distinct by divine 
design. As part of God’s good created order, men and women are to have different yet 
complementary roles and responsibilities in the home and church. As it relates to the church, 
men and women are both expected to lead; however, the office of elder is reserved for 
qualified men (1 Tim. 3; Titus 1).  
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DOCTRINE OF SIN  
 
We believe that sin has fractured all things, leaving the world in desperate need for salvation. 
Through the temptation of Satan, humanity transgressed the command of God and fell from 
their original holiness and righteousness (Gen. 3). Now the entire human race inherits a 
corrupt nature that is opposed to God and His law (Rom. 3:9-20). Therefore, all humans are 
under condemnation. This depravity is radical and pervasive. It extends to the mind, will, body 
and affections. Unregenerate humanity lives under the dominion of sin and Satan (Eph. 2:1-3). 
He is at enmity with God, hostile toward and hateful of God.  
 
DOCTRINE OF SALVATION  
 
We believe that salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  
We believe that, due to universal death through sin, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless born again (John 3:5-8); that salvation is only by grace through faith in the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ; and that all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ through faith are declared 
righteous by God and become children of God (Heb.10:19-25).  
We believe the Scriptures teach that regeneration, or the new birth, is that act of God by 
which the Holy Spirit imparts a new nature and a new spiritual life, not before possessed, and 
the person becomes a new creation in Christ Jesus (Gal. 2:20). The mind is given a holy 
disposition and a new desire to serve God, the dominion of sin is broken, and the heart is 
transformed from a love of sin and self to a love of holiness and God.  
The salvation of humanity is fundamentally the work of God. Before the foundation of the 
world, God elected His people, setting His affection and grace upon them (Rom. 8:29-30). In 
love, God predestined His people for adoption (Eph. 1:4-6). Faith is a gift of grace that is given 
by the mercy and pleasure of God, so that no one may boast. Apart from the intervention of 
God, humanity cannot choose of his own accord to worship God and pursue righteousness 
(Rom. 3; Eph. 2:1-3). God’s sovereignty in salvation is comprehensive: from first to last, all of 
salvation is the work of God.  
 
DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH  
 
We believe that the Church is the body of Christ sent into the world to shine forth the glory of 
God. God, by His Word and Spirit, creates the Church, calling sinful humanity into the 
fellowship of Christ’s body (1 Cor. 12:12-31). By the same Word and Spirit, He guides and 
preserves that newly redeemed humanity. The Church is made up of those who have become 
genuine followers of Jesus Christ and have personally appropriated the gospel. The Church 
exists to worship and glorify God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The ministry of the Church is 
an extension of the ministry of Jesus in the power of the Spirit.  
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The ultimate mission of the Church is to bring glory to God by making disciples (Matt. 28:18- 
20). The Church is called to make disciples through worship, prayer, teaching of the Word, 
observance of the ordinances, fellowship, the exercise of our gifts and talents, and the 
proclamation of the gospel both in our community and throughout the world.  
We believe there are two ordinances of the Church. One is that of believer’s baptism in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and the other is the Lord’s Supper.  
Water baptism is only intended for those who have received the saving benefits of Christ 
through the new birth of the Holy Spirit. In obedience to Christ’s command and as a 
testimony to God, the Church, oneself and the world, believers are baptized by water in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Water baptism is a visual and symbolic 
demonstration of a person’s union with Christ in the likeness of His death and resurrection. It 
signifies that a former way of life has been put to death, and vividly depicts the release from 
the mastery of Satan, sin and death.  
As with water baptism, the Lord’s Supper is to be observed only by those who have become 
genuine followers of Christ. This ordinance symbolizes the breaking of Christ’s body and the 
shedding of His blood on our behalf and is to be observed repeatedly throughout the 
Christian life as a sign of continued participation in the atoning benefits of Christ’s death. As 
we come to the table with an attitude of faith and self-examination, we remember and 
proclaim the death of Christ, receive spiritual nourishment for our souls and signify our unity 
with other members of Christ’s body.  
The gifts of the Holy Spirit that we see on display in the New Testament may still be used by 
God, to fulfill His will within the life of the church. (1 Cor. 12-14).  
The precedent we find in the New Testament is baptism following conversion by immersion 
into water. Baptism by immersion is meant to symbolically depict the believer’s real union to 
Christ in His death and resurrection (Rom. 6:1-14).  
 
DOCTRINE OF RESURRECTION AND CONSUMMATION OF THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD  
 
We believe that Jesus Christ is returning to the world in the future to judge the living and the 
dead.  
The consummation of all things includes the future, physical, visible, personal and glorious 
return of Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the dead and the glorification of those alive in 
Christ, the judgment of the just and the unjust, and the fulfillment of Christ’s kingdom in the 
new heavens and the new earth. In the consummation, Satan, with his hosts and all those 
outside Christ, is finally separated from the benevolent presence of God, enduring eternal 
punishment (Rev. 20:7-15), but the righteous, in glorious bodies, will live and reign with Him 
forever, serving Him and giving Him unending praise and glory. Then the eager expectation 
of creation will be fulfilled, and the whole earth shall proclaim the glory of God, who makes all 
things new (Rev. 21:1-5).  
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ABOUT SUMMIT STUDENTS  
 
VISION AND MISSION 
 
At Summit Crossing Community Church, our vision is to see the Kingdom of Christ advance 
from our neighborhoods to the nations for the glory of God. We exist to make maturing and 
multiplying disciples who increasingly believe who they are in Christ as they intentionally 
endeavor to know Jesus, connect in gospel relationships, and live for the King’s mission in 
their world. The goal of Summit Students is to encourage 6th - 12th graders and their families 
in this same focus.  

●​ We exist to help students KNOW Jesus.  
●​ We exist to help students CONNECT in gospel relationships.  
●​ We exist to help students LIVE for the King's mission in the world.  

 
SUMMIT STUDENTS VOCABULARY  
 

Ascend: 6th - 8th grade students  

Apex: 9th - 12th grade students  

DNA (Discover/Nurture/Act) Group: A group of same gender students in the same grade with 
the same mentors. A minimum of 2 mentors lead and encourage each DNA Group. 
Sometimes, multiple grades may be combined into a single DNA or there may be multiple 
DNAs for a single grade.  

Climb: Our regular Wednesday night rhythm. We join together for a time of games, worship, 
and teaching and then enjoy DNA relational time and discussion. 

Mentors: Volunteer adult leaders who have a passion for students to know, connect, and live 
the gospel.  

Missional Community (MC): Students are encouraged to participate in the life of their parents' 
Missional Community We believe every MC bears the identity of Family. Therefore, students 
and children are vital members of their family's MC. Their involvement can be (but is not 
limited to) meals, community activities, and MC gatherings. Students are encouraged to get 
to know the other members of the MC for mutually beneficial discipleship.  
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COMMUNICATION   
 

COMMUNICATION TOOLS  
 

●​ Website - summitcrossing.org / summit-students-madison  
●​ Instagram - @summitstumin  
●​ Facebook - summitstudentsmadison  
●​ mySC3 - www.mysc3.org  

This is the primary communication method for email from the Student Director and mentors. 
Please contact the Student Ministry Registrar if you need assistance setting up an account or are 
not receiving messages.  

●​ GroupMe -  
Individual DNAs may connect with this messaging platform in addition to mySC3. Ask your mentor 
for more information.  

LEADERSHIP CONTACT INFORMATION  

Matt Herring - Director of Student Discipleship  
mherring@summitcrossing.org  
 
Taylor Jennings - Associate Director of Student Discipleship 
tjennings@summitcrossing.org 

 
Kristen Barofsky - Associate Director for Mentor Equipping 
kbarofsky@summitcrossing.org 

 
Becky Bryant - Student Discipleship Administrative Coordinator 
bbryant@summitcrossing.org 
 

MENTORS AND VOLUNTEERS  
 

MENTORS  
 
Mentors facilitate DNAs and seek to create an environment that is conducive to spiritual 
formation. All mentors are asked to commit to a full calendar year with their groups. Many 
mentors have been serving with the same group of students for several years - moving up to 
the next grade year after year.  
 
Every mentor is vetted by prayer, application, interview, and background check. They are 
either a member of Summit Crossing or are in the membership process. They are all actively 
involved in a Missional Community.  
 
Mentors participate in an annual weekend retreat as well as quarterly training events. These 
gatherings are intentionally designed to encourage and equip them in their work with 
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students.  
 
VOLUNTEERS  
 
Summit Students depend on the involvement of volunteers. Opportunities for service 
include participating in the Summit Students Safety Team, assisting with meal service on 
special nights, and hosting special events.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering with Summit Students, please contact the Student 
Director or Associate Director for Student Discipleship.  
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MENTOR & VOLUNTEER POLICIES 
 

All volunteers and mentors receive training specific to their roles. This training includes the 
following guidelines to ensure the safety of students.  

●​ Student ministry workers must have no record of convictions or credible 
accusations of child abuse or misconduct regarding the welfare of a child.  

●​ Any dating relationship between a student ministry worker and a student is 
inappropriate. Any volunteer or mentor who experiences romantic attraction for a 
student must seek prayer and guidance with the Student Director or other ministerial 
staff.  

●​ Any verbal or non-verbal sexual interaction with a student (including sexual 
gestures) is inappropriate and should be reported immediately to the Student 
Director.  

●​ Every effort is made to have two adults present in the room when working with 
students, especially in mixed gender situations. When this is not possible, the Safety 
Team and staff members will make unannounced visits to the room.  

●​ Meeting with students should always be done in a public place, in a room with 
windows, or with another adult present. It should not take place in a private location.  

●​ Every effort will be made to observe the "Two Adult Rule" when transporting 
students. If it is not possible to have two adults, the following precautions will be 
strictly followed:  

○​ Physical contact will be avoided. 
○​ Lingering in a parked car is strongly discouraged. (See earlier guidelines about 

appropriate meeting locations.)  
○​ The Student Director and/or the Associate Director for Student Discipleship 

must be informed of departure and arrival times to create appropriate 
accountability.  
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DISCIPLINE POLICY 
 
All correction will be conducted in a way that reflects and encourages the fruit of the Spirit. In 
all circumstances, Summit Student leaders seek to exhibit love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
 
Negative discipline (including screaming, hitting, withholding water or bathroom use, or 
threatening to permanently remove a student from Summit Students) will not be tolerated.  

A primary objective in all disciplinary situations is to help the student see that they have 
sinned against God and their neighbor and to encourage and model asking for and 
extending forgiveness.  

Correction will proceed according to the following guidelines:  

●​ If a student is disruptive or dishonoring, they will be verbally corrected by their 
DNA leader.  

●​ If the behavior does not improve, they will be escorted to the Summit Students 
Associate Director for Mentor Equipping  and/or the Director to have the 
situation addressed. The student may remain under the supervision of the 
Associate Director for Mentor Equipping and temporarily removed from their 
group until they are willing to behave in ways that are conducive to building 
community. When they are ready, they will be free to rejoin their DNA.  

●​ If these interventions do not result in appropriate behavior, parents will be 
notified through text.  

●​ If disruptive behavior becomes a pattern, the Student Director will discuss the 
student’s behavior and further modes of discipline with the student’s parents.  

●​ In the event of extreme behavior, the above steps will be skipped and the student 
will be removed from the group immediately. Parents will be notified by phone to 
come get their student.  
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CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 
 
SUSPICION OF ABUSE OR NEGLECT  
 
If any suspicion of abuse or neglect arises, implicating any parent, adult, or fellow student, the 
concern will be reported to the Director of Student Discipleship. The Director will then support 
the reporter in relaying these concerns to the appropriate authorities. It is not the responsibility 
of the reporter to substantiate any allegations or suspicions. Rather, we are responsible as a 
church to comply with the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) and cooperate 
fully with Child Protective Services and the law enforcement officials in our community. At all 
times in such a process, confidentiality will be upheld.  
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ADDITIONAL STUDENT POLICIES 
 
PUBLIC DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION 
 
Physical contact with others should be brief and appropriate. Kissing, extended front 
hugging, hand-holding, sitting on one another, and being in a room alone together are not 
appropriate and create situations that are uncomfortable for the community around us.  
 
DRESS CODE  
 
Clothing should be modest and appropriate and should not display any inappropriate words 
or pictures. When in doubt, don't wear it.  
 
For water activities -  

Girls:  ​ Tankinis or a dark colored t-shirt over swim attire  
Guys:    No Speedos 

 
ELECTRONICS USE AT YOUTH EVENTS  
 
Because the use of personal electronics can be a hindrance to our goals to "Know, Connect, 
Live", we will sometimes restrict their use during youth events. In general, our desire is to trust 
students to use their electronic devices appropriately. We allow leaders to use their discretion 
if they observe devices being used in ways that are distracting or interfering with community. 
 
Specific policies about electronics use as they pertain to overnight trips (e.g., camp) will be 
provided with the registration and instruction materials for the particular event.  
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STUDENT CONDUCT AGREEMENT 
 

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example 
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.    1 Timothy 4:12  

 
We represent Jesus in how we act, talk, and dress. We want to be a community where 
all students feel welcomed and included and where Christ is honored.  I know that 
participating in Summit Students is a privilege, and I agree to: 

●​ Show appropriate respect to God, others, and myself.  

●​ Treat property and equipment of the facility respectfully.  

●​ Help clean up the meeting area before going home (when necessary).  

●​ Stay in designated meeting areas at all times 

●​ Use honoring language with others, both in person and on social media. Swearing, 
gossiping, bullying, and speaking negatively does not lift people up 

●​ Avoid the use of drugs, alcohol, tobacco products while engaged in youth activities  

●​ Avoid texting or use of electronics during a small group discussion or large group time 

●​ Understand that the purpose of this group is to help me learn and grow in a manner 
that teaches me what it means to belong to Christ. Therefore, I will follow all 
guidelines asked of me by leadership. I understand that boundaries are here to keep 
me safe and create an environment of trust 

●​ Understand all personal stories and experiences brought up in DNA are not to be 
shared outside of DNA 

●​ Understand it is the responsibility of leadership that “secrets” cannot be kept if they 
are concerned I will harm myself or others. Parents and guardians must be told 

●​ Commit to growing and learning in this group, to come on a weekly basis, and to 
participate as much as possible 

●​ Understand it is a privilege to participate in any “extra” activities such as trips or 
mission experiences beyond weekly programming. My Director of Student 
Discipleship has the right to refuse my participation in these due to behavioral issues
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PARENT CONDUCT AGREEMENT 
 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command 
you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall 
talk to them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise. Deuteronomy 6:4-7  
 

I know that my child's participation in Summit Students is a privilege, and I agree to: 

●​ Keep your student’s Mentors  informed of changes to our family's schedule that 
interfere with my student's regular participation in events 

●​ Support the Student Ministry by completing paperwork promptly 

●​ Understand that Summit Students is here to partner with me as I disciple my 
student 

●​ Make a conscious effort to get to know the Mentors of my student's DNA group.  

●​ Participate in open communication with student’s Mentors 
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